
 

  

Tamil Methodist Churches 
First Period: Before 1900 

 
1. Penang 1894 
2. Ipoh 1896 
3. Kuala Lumpur 1897 

 



PENANG 

 

The Early Years  

The Methodist Mission in Penang began when Bishop J.M. Thoburn in April 1891 

appointed two Canadians, Rev. Daniel D. Moore and Rev. B.H. Balderstone. Rev. D. 

D. Moore was appointed over both the English and Tamil congregations. In 1894 Simon 

Peter and P.F. Gnanamuthu founded the Tamil Church in Northam Road. In 1895, 

Rev. Simon Peter was ordained a local deacon and Mr Gnanamuthu was granted a local 

preacher’s license. The Full Membership Roll was 37. In 1896, the church shifted to 

Datuk Kramat Road. This resulted in increased attendance because the new place was 

very close to the Tamil quarters. With the arrival of Rev.  & Mrs J.F. Pykett, the work 

was further strengthened. The Pyketts knew the Tamil language well and loved to work 

among the Tamils. The church had a total of 45 Full Members and this increased to 57 

in 1897. 
  
The others who served as pastors include: Rev. J.M. Hoover, Rev. J. David, Rev. V. 

Devasagayam, Rev. D.M. Toomey, Rev. J.A. Supramaniam, Rev. S.S. Pakianathan, 

Rev. Y.J. Jesudasen, Rev. James Pearce, Rev. V. Devasahayam, Rev. V. Samuel, 

Rev. J.A.P. Oswald, Rev. Kingham Joseph, Rev. Simon James Arthur, Rev. J. 

Milton David, Rev. S. Ratnasamy, Rev. KJ Timothy (See Pastoral Roll). 
 

Note: From 1894 to 1932, the church moved twice before finally coming to Perak Road. 

The present site of 24,500 square feet was purchased in 1932 for $ 4220. The corner 

stone was laid by Bishop Lee on 3 December 1934, and on Easter Sunday 1935, he 

dedicated the building.  
 

In 1938, when Rev. Fred David was the pastor, a five day Religious Education School 

was organised by Miss Dorothy Moreton in Penang, and this saw a registration of 90. 

The pastors of the Presbyterian and Anglican churches cooperated in organising this. In 

1955, Rev. E.J. Ponniah taught Tamil classes in the Penang A.C.S. and also carried a 

full load of school work in the Methodist Afternoon School. 
 

The Post 1957 Years Celebrating Silver Jubilee  

In 1957, when Rev. V.A. Subramaniam was the pastor, there was a complete 

renovation of the parsonage at a cost of about $3,000. Miss Kathleen Clancy gave able 

assistance to the women and youth of this church. The church had a total membership 

of 125 and Full Membership of 60. In 1959, with Rev. V. A. Subramaniam as the pastor, 

a special service marking the Silver Jubilee and rededication of the newly redecorated 

sanctuary was officiated by Bishop Amstutz.  
 

The Boys’ Brigade was started by Mr. Joseph Devasagayam and he gave strong 

leadership to the 40 member strong Boys’ Brigade ministry. This 4th Penang Company 

drew many young Tamil boys to the church. Captain S.C. Mani, as he was fondly 

known, came as a 12 year old boy to the church at the invitation of Mr Devasagayam in 

1952/3. In 1963 he accepted Christ as his Saviour and eventually became a member of 

the LCEC, representing the Boys’ Brigade.  

 



This is the first Tamil Boys’ Brigade with all Tamil boys mainly from the labour 

quarters. From the church there were about ten boys. Mani says that about 15 boys 

accepted Christ through this ministry and about seven of them became pastors. The 

Boys’ Brigade gave support to all church functions. He sadly noted that this ministry 

had declined in recent years due to a lack of support from pastors and a lack of 

committed Officers.  
 

In 1960 Miss Grace Paul, one of the four trainees from the Ipoh Tamil Methodist 

Seminary, completed the six month training course. She conducted bible study and 

social service projects among people in five separate areas on Penang Island. She served 

the church for nearly forty years bringing God’s Word to those who could not attend 

regular church services. She was a great help in the Church School ministry. 
 

In 1966, during the tenure of Rev. I.R. Chelladurai, there were major repairs to the 

church and parsonage. The church roof was repaired and the whole building was re-

painted. The fence surrounding the church compound was re-built. A new electric organ 

was purchased. In 1967 the Full Membership was 112.  
 

Celebrating 75th Anniversary:  

In 1968, while celebrating its 75th Anniversary, the District Superintendent and local 

church pastor Rev. I.R. Chelladurai noted that the membership of the church had not 

grown, and gave various reasons for this. They noted that many young people had left 

the island to settle elsewhere and very few Tamil Methodists came on transfer to Penang. 

In 1971, there was no appointment of a resident pastor. Rev. I.G. Sunderarajan initially 

helped but his commitment to the Kedah Circuit, made it difficult for him to continue. 

Retired Minister Rev. K.J. Timothy helped in the rites of Holy Communion, Baptism, 

Burial etc. 
 

Giving Birth to TMC Prai and Major Property Development 

From 1976 to January 1979, Rev. Chellaraj Fenn was the pastor. During this period, 

many lay members became active in the church. The ministry in Prai was also initiated. 

From January to June 1979, the church was without a pastor. A layperson Mr John 

Oorjitham, took charge of the worship services and kept the church going.  
 

From June 1979 to December 1982, Rev. Simon Chandran was the pastor. There was 

a surge of activity in the church. The church football team emerged champions in the 

Inter-Church Football competition in 1980. Penang’s Outreach Prai became a Local 

Conference on 21 April 1981. The church again underwent major roofing and ceiling 

repairs under the able guidance of Steward on Finance and Treasurer, Mr C. 

Natkunasingham. The preliminary work on transepts on either side of the main building 

was begun. It was, however, completed when Rev. David Tharmakan was pastor 

(January 1983 – August 1990) at a cost of RM 120,000. The extension was officially 

opened and dedicated by Bishop C.N. Fang on 18 May, 1986. Full Membership in 1986 

was 220.   

 

 

  



In 1992, the Nibong Tebal Outreach Point was taken over from Perai Church during the 

tenure of Rev. John Kovilpillai. Mr Subramaniam was appointed as Church Worker 

there. Dato’ Dr Peter C. Vanniasingham provided effective lay leadership for more than 

two decades. He gave generous financial contribution to the property maintenance and 

development.  
 

Centennial Celebration and Vision for the Future 

During the tenure of Rev. Victor Vethamani, the church had its Centennial 

Celebration in 1994. It was the first Tamil Methodist Church in Malaysia to do so. Mr. 

and Mrs. A.P. Paul, Ms. Grace Paul and Mr. and Mrs. V. Yesaiah were recognised for 

their long and dedicated service. During this period, the need for added facilities for the 

local church was strongly felt. A Building Committee was formed under the able 

leadership of Mr Manasseh Manoharan.  
 

At this juncture the Church formulated a Ten-Point Vision for the Future:  

1. Financial Stability: To grow in the grace of giving cheerfully and sacrificially, 

and to have enough financial resources for the total church programme. 

2. Evangelism Thrust: To establish more Tamil Methodist Churches in the island 

of Penang through effective outreach. 

3. Missionary Fervour: To be involved in mission work through prayer, finance 

and by sending out missionaries. 

4. Property Development: To plan for maximum use of the present church land, 

with the aim of putting up buildings that will have all the facilities needed for 

effective church programmes. 

5. Community Involvement: To be involved in the community with the aim of 

eradicating social evils and helping the needy. 

6. Membership Growth: To seek for the transforming power of Jesus to build 

Christian character (within the membership) that will enhance growth in witness 

(adding to the membership). 

7. Lay Mobilization: Training of the lay and giving opportunities for participation 

in the total church programme. 

8. Literature Centre: To set up a place where the church members and the 

community can have access to good Christian literature. 

9. Language Integration: To keep alive the Tamil language, while continuing the 

use of English and to introduce the Malay language into our worship. 

10. Prayer Ministry: Strengthen the Prayer Ministry of the church, in order to do 

God’s work in God’s way and with God’s strength. 

 

Source: Back Cover of the Centennial booklet 1994. 
   
Bishop Denis C. Dutton, in his message in the Centennial Souvenir Programme states: 

“When my thoughts turn to the Tamil Methodist Church in Penang one name stands out, 

namely, Mr Ramanathan. Mr Ramanathan, once the mayor of Penang was a staunch 

Methodist. He was present at Port Dickson when that historic decision was taken to form 

the Tamil Provisional Annual Conference.” 

 



In 1995 the ministry among the USM students was started. The first Area Fellowship 

was conducted in Bandar Baru on 7 August. The Boys’ Brigade First Founder’s Day 

Celebration was held and it was a great success. The MYAF was started under the 

leadership of Mr Christian Kirubaisingam and a church library was set up.  

 

On 17 November 1996, the Full Membership was 175. The LCEC accepted the Building 

Committee’s recommendation to put up a two-storey block, with a foundation for five-

storeys. However, on the recommendation of the architect, Mr. Derrick David, the idea 

for a five-storey building was dropped on aesthetic grounds. The old parsonage and 

Fellowship Hall were demolished in February 1998. The new double-storey Building, 

named Wisma Shalom, which included the parsonage, hall, office and other ministry 

rooms, was built when Rev. Robert Selvakumar was the pastor. The Ground Breaking 

Ceremony was jointly conducted by Rev. A.E. Joseph (DS), Rev. Robert Selvakumar 

(local pastor) and Rev. Victor Vethamani (previous pastor) on 11 April 1999. The 

Cornerstone was laid on 25 July 1999 by Rev. P. Tevaraji, the TAC President. The 

construction work commenced on 13 September 1999. The Wisma Shalom building 

was completed and dedicated by Bishop Dr Peter Chio Sing Ching on 8 July 2000.  
 

Focussing on Discipleship and Small Group Ministry 

Rev. C. Jayaraj, the next pastor, focussed on discipleship with an emphasis on Small 

Group Ministry. In 2001, the Air Itam Outreach was started under the leadership of Mrs.  

Pushpam Gurusamy. Outreach ministry at Batu Maung and Batu Feringghi were carried 

out “Manna’s Square”, which was the church library, was upgraded. A Christmas 

Evangelistic Concert “Touch of Love” was held at the MBS Penang with an 

overwhelming attendance of 350. 
 

In 2006, the Full Membership was 201. A family camp was organized in Cameron 

Highlands and about 130 members, including children, attended.  The Prison Ministry 

and Migrant ministries among workers from Myanmar and Nepal were formalised. In 

the same year the outreach point in Bayan Baru was started on 5 February. Another 

high-point was that all the interest bearing loans were settled and RM 420,000 remained 

to be settled to TAC and the churches. A Christmas Open House was organized on 19 

December at Bayan Baru and about 600 people attended. In 2007 “Good Deed Team” 

was formed to assist in the area of education, employment, social problems, finance, 

health and hospital expenses. The Street Ministry was started in partnership with the 

Harvest Assembly. 
 

The church grew both spiritually as well as in numbers. This was further strengthened 

by the able lay leadership of Mr Michael Raja. The outstanding debt for the Building 

stood at RM220,000. Rev. Jayaraj, the local church pastor, was elected as the 

Conference President in November 2008.  
 

Rev. Joseph Yesupatham took responsibility as the pastor from January 2009. On 22 

February the same year, the Methodist Senior Fellowship was formed. Street Ministry 

was replaced by “Kawan Ministry” in reaching out to the Indian community. In 2010 

the first Open House Christmas Celebration was held and it was a big success. The Full 

Membership was 248. 
 



Major Sanctuary Repair and Emergence of New and Young Leadership 

In 2011, the electrical and flooring of the sanctuary were in dire need of repair. Funds 

were raised and at the end of 2014, RM 100,000 were collected. In 2015 the LCEC 

decided in faith to go ahead with the project and the estimated cost for the renovation 

works was RM 244,388. While the renovation work was in progress, the Sunday 

worship was held in the Wisma Shalom from 12 July 2015. The first Sunday Service in 

the renovated sanctuary was held on 20 December 2015. A Thanksgiving/Dedication 

Service for the renovation was held on 9 July 2016. During Rev. Joseph Yesupatham’s 

tenure, there was a new surge of youths coming forward to take the reins in church 

leadership. During this period, Mr. Sham Kumar from Penang was the Northern District 

Lay Leader. From January 2016, Rev. Jeremiah Thomas became the pastor. His 

emphasis has been on reconciliation and church unity.  
 

Celebrating 125 Years of God’s Faithfulness  

In 2019, Rev. Jeremiah Thomas became the pastor with Mr. Elemperu Valuthi Kuppu 

as the Lay Leader and Mr Gunalan Samuel as the LCEC Chairperson. The Full 

Membership is 258. All the Agencies are doing well and their membership is as follows: 

MYF (25), MYAF (32), MSF (30) and MW (45). A Bible Study is conducted on Fridays 

at 8pm. and about 30 attend. There are 8 Cell Groups meeting fortnightly on Tuesdays. 

As for the Church School: In the Main Church there are 50 children and 15 teachers; in 

Bayan Baru, there are 15 children and 3 teachers and in Padang Tembak, there are 15 

children and teachers from the Mother Church take turns to help Ms. Seetha Devi to 

teach.  
 

Their Outreach ministries in 2019 are as follows: The Bayan Baru Outreach is 

coordinated by Mr Raymond Silvanathan. It has 10 families regularly attending the 

Sunday worship services. Most of the children attending the tuition classes are from 

non-believing families. Ms Seetha Devi coordinates the Padang Tembak Centre. They 

are in contact with 7 families. They conducted healing service, prayer walk, Christmas 

Celebration and community carnival. They provided provisions and school uniforms to 

the families in need.  
 

Conclusion: TMC Penang is 125 years old and for a long time they have had a vision 

to establish another local church in the island. This is yet to materialize. However, TMC 

Penang was involved in establishing TMC Perai as a local church in 1981 in the 

mainland. The Full Membership of TMC Penang began with 37 in 1895 and in 2019 it 

is 258. Though the cost of building Wisma Shalom in 1999 took a big toll on the church 

financially, they have settled all loans and the added facilities are a great blessing for 

the church’s ministry. The Church, in view of their expanding ministries, has requested 

for a church worker from the Annual Conference. 
 

TMC Penang was formed as a local church in 1894 and is the oldest Tamil Methodist 

Church in Malaysia. They celebrated their 125th Church Anniversary with a 

Thanksgiving Service and Dinner on 5 October 2019. Present at the Celebration Service 

was Bishop Dr Ong Hwai Teik, the Bishop of the Methodist Church in Malaysia. Also 

present was Rev. Dr Dennis Raj, the President of the Tamil Annual Conference of the 

Methodist Church in Malaysia.  

 



Many pastors and lay people have sacrificially contributed towards the growth of this 

local church. But all this was made possible by the Lord Jesus who said: “I will build 

my Church and the gates of hell will not prevail against it.” (Matthew 16: 18). All glory 

and honour belongs to Him alone.  
 

Sources 
 

1. Methodist Journals – MAC, TPAC, TAC 

2. Short History of TMC Penang by Rev. V.A. Subramaniam  

3. TMC Penang Souvenir Centennial Celebrations 1994 

4. Church Souvenir Program Dedication of Wisma Shalom, 2000 

5. Church Souvenir Program, Church Renovation Dedication Service 2016  

6. First Local Conference Report 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pastoral Roll 

 

May 1893 – Feb 1897    Rev. Simon Peter  

Feb 1897 – Oct 1897    Pastor P. F. Gnanamuthu (Supply) 

Oct 1897 – Oct 1899    Pastor Job Gnanasigamony 

Oct 1899 – Nov 1902    Rev. Jesudason Y.J.S   

Feb 1903 – Feb 1905    Rev. Samuel Apparavoo 

Feb 1905 – Jan 1909    Rev. David J 

Jan 1910 – Jan 1916    Rev. V. Devasagayam  

Jan 1916 – May 1917    Rev. James A. Supramaniam 

May 1917 – July 1917    Pastor K.S. Vanniasingam  

July 1917 – Feb 1918   Pastor Prakasam V.G.   

Feb 1918 – Feb 1919    Rev. S.S. Pakianathan 

Feb 1919 – Feb 1920   Rev. Y.J.S. Jesudasen 

Mar 1920 – Jan 1924     Rev. V. Devasagayam 

Jan 1924 – Feb 1926    Rev. Phillips S.A. 

Jan 1926 – Feb 1927    Rev. V. Devasagayam 

Mar 1927 – Jan 1931     Rev. V. Samuel 

Apr 1931 – Jan 1934    Rev. Y.J.S. Jesudason  

Feb 1934 – Jan 1936    Rev. T.M. Kurien 

Feb 1936 – Jan 1938    Rev. Joseph Kingham  

Jan 1938 – Aug 1946    Rev. Fred David 

Sept 1946 – Dec 1948    Rev. Simon James Arthur 

Jan 1949 – Feb 1951    Rev. J. Milton David 

Jan 1955 – Dec 1955    Rev. S. Ratnasamy  

Jan 1956 – Dec 1960    Rev. V.A. Subramaniam 

Jan 1961 – Dec 1962    Rev. KJ Timothy 

Jan 1963 – Dec 1964   Rev. S. Rethinasamy 

Jan 1965 – Dec 1970   Rev. I.R. Chelladurai  

Jan 1972 – Dec 1975   Rev. John Kovilpillai 

Jan 1976 – January 1979  Rev. Chellaraj Fenn 

Jun 1979 – Dec 1982   Rev. Simon Chandran  

Jan 1983 - Aug 1990   Rev. David Tharmakan 

Dec 1990 – Nov 1993   Rev. John Kovilpillai 

Dec 1993 – Dec 1998   Rev. Victor Vethamani  

1999 - 2001    Rev. Robert Selvakumar 

2002 – 2008     Rev. C. Jayaraj 

2009 - 2015    Rev. Joseph Yesupatham 

2016 onwards    Rev. Jeremiah Thomas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lay Leaders/LCEC Chairpersons  

Year Lay Leader LCEC Chairperson 

1936 - 1960 Mr. S. Thillaimuthu   

1965 - 1970 Mr. D. S. Ramanathan Mr. D. S. Ramanathan 

1972 - 1989 Datuk Dr. P. C. Vanniasingham Datuk Dr. P. C. Vanniasingham 

1989/90 Mr. Manasseh Manoharan  Datuk Dr. P. C. Vanniasingham 

1990 Datuk Dr. P. C. Vanniasingham Datuk Dr. P. C. Vanniasingham 

1991 Mr. Peter Nagaiah  Datuk Dr. P. C. Vanniasingham 

1992 Mr. Manasseh Manoharan  Datuk Dr. P. C. Vanniasingham 

1993 - 1995 Mr. P. Thomas Datuk Dr. P. C. Vanniasingham 

1996 - 2001 Mr. P. Thomas Mr. Manasseh Manoharan 

  Mr. Joseph Selvaraj (2001) Mr. Michael Raja (2001) 

2002 - 2004 Mr. Joseph Selvaraj  Mr. Michael Raja  

2004 - 2015 Mr. Shamkumar Mr. Michael Raja 

  Mr. Winson Savastion (2015) Mr. Gunalan Samuel (2015) 

2016 - 2018 Mr. Winson Savastion Mr. Gunalan Samuel 

2019 Mr. Elemperu Valuthi Mr. Gunalan Samuel 
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IPOH 

 

The Beginnings  

In the 1800s, the Tamils were found widely settled in Perak. They had come from 

India and Ceylon for employment, mainly in the sugar cane and rubber 

plantations and also in the railways. Amongst them were those who had become 

Christians in their homeland. The South Indian Tamils were mainly from the 

District of Thirunelvely whilst those from Ceylon were from the Jaffna Peninsula.  
 

Rev. C. W. Underwood - the First Foreign Tamil Minister to Malaya  

In 1889, Rev. Oldham brought Rev. C.W. Underwood, a Ceylon-Tamil Christian 

worker, from the American Board in Ceylon. He sent him to Perak to survey and 

assess the needs of the Tamils there. Rev. Underwood is the very first foreign 

Tamil minister to reach out to the Tamils in Malaya. He reported back that there 

was a great potential for opening work amongst the Tamils in Perak.  
 

The First Five Tamils on the Full Membership Roll  

In November 1894, Rev. T.W. Stagg, the first Methodist missionary arrived in 

Ipoh from Singapore. Out of the Christian Tamils, he formed his first Full 

Membership Roll for the Tamil work. There were five – Mr. A Sabapathy, Mrs. 

Ann Sabapathy, Mr. J.V. Lambert, Mr. Swamadason and Mr. W. Samuel. Rev. 

Stagg, after a brief ministry, returned to his homeland due to his wife’s ill-health.  
 

Rev. Horley Laid Strong Foundation for the Tamil Work in Perak  

It was only when Rev. William Edward Horley arrived to take over the Mission 

station in August 1895 that rapid development of mission work in Perak began to 

take place. He was instrumental in laying the foundation of the English, Chinese 

and Tamil work in Ipoh and its surroundings. In 1896, when the Ipoh Church 

was established, Rev. Horley was the Pastor of both the Tamil and English 

congregations. He had the assistance of Pastor Paul Kuppusamy and Mr. J.V. 

Lambert in doing evangelistic work among the Tamils. In 1899, as a result of 

open-air worship services conducted in various towns around Ipoh, 16 adults were 

baptized, of whom 4 were Tamils.  
 

Parsonage for the Tamil Pastor of a Church With Fluctuating Membership 

From 1900 – 1905, Pastor Paul Kuppusamy continued to assist Rev. Horley. 

There was a break in his duties when he went on leave to India to get married. In 

1902 there was an influx of 60 members who joined the Tamil congregation, 

bringing along with them letters of introduction from their churches in India. 

Following that, two lay preachers were employed to assist Pastor Kuppusamy. In 

1903, a parsonage was erected for the Tamil pastor in the church compound. The 

Full Membership of the church at this time was about 105 and it was considered 

the fastest growing congregation at that time. However, the membership of the 

church was always fluctuating, for many of its Tamil members returned home to 

India after some time. 

 

 

 



  

Consolidating Ministry with Missionaries and Lay Pastors 

The Tamil congregation, during the early period, was blessed with missionaries 

and also had the help of Tamil lay pastors. These lay workers were able to remain 

with the congregation for at least four years. In this respect, the contribution of 

missionaries like Rev. Horley and Rev. Leuring, together with Pastors G. 

Gnananantham (1906 – 1907), Simon Peter (1908) and Job Gnanasihamoney 

(1909 – 1910) is noteworthy. 
  
The Growing Church Faced Influenza Epidemic  

Rev. Edward Isaac served the Ipoh church for seven years (1911 – 1917). It was 

a period of consolidation as he laid firm foundation for the propagation of the 

Word amongst the Tamils in Ipoh. Bishop Emeritus T.R. Doraisamy described 

him as a worker who served “loyally, faithfully and with great courage.” Next, 

Rev. Ponniah Paul (1918 – 1921), moved the work further with diligence. But 

sadly, during the 1918 influenza epidemic, 14 members died in 12 days. However, 

by 1921, the Tamil congregation recovered satisfactorily and was in a stable 

condition.  
 

Facing Economic Depression   

From 1922 to 1926, Rev. J.J. Kovilpillai ministered to the congregation with 

fervour. However, during the last year of his stewardship and into the tenure of 

Rev. M. V. Nitchingham (1927 to 1929), the dreaded economic depression also 

hit Malaya. Large numbers of Tamil workers in the plantation sector were 

affected, some of whom were members of the Tamil-speaking congregation. In 

spite of the double setbacks of ill health and economic challenges, steps were 

taken to restore the church.  
 

The Teacher-Preacher Pastors 

From 1930 to 1931, Rev. S.S. Pakianathan became the first teacher-preacher to 

be posted to the Tamil congregation. He was assisted in 1931 by Rev. Fred David, 

another teacher-preacher. Rev. S.S. Pakianathan resigned his teaching profession 

and took up full-time ministry in 1931 and became the leading figure of Tamil 

work, while Rev. Fred David carried on with the ministry of the church. Together 

the two set about rebuilding the congregation. The parsonage was demolished and 

rebuilt during this time. Rev. Fred David was the Pastor-in-charge from 1932 – 

1937, till he was transferred to Parit Buntar as a Principal of a school. 
 

The Second World War Years 

Rev. J. Milton David took charge in 1938 and served till 1941, when the Second 

World War broke out. From 1942 – 1945, according to oral history, the Lahat 

Road Tamil speaking congregation met in the Tamil Settlement Methodist 

Church. Rev. J. Milton David and Mr. John Appaduray, who later was ordained 

Elder, ministered to the congregation. 
 

Two Congregations One Pastor 

The Lahat Road and Tamil Settlement churches were served by the same pastor 

from 1908 till the end of the Second World War. The first common pastor was 

Rev. Simon Peter (1908) and the last Rev. Milton David (1938 – 1941).  



  

However, both the churches functioned independently, having their own Ministry 

Agencies and Committees. During this period, they were managed by one pastor 

under one LCEC. The Ipoh Church traces its beginning to 1896, while the Tamil 

Settlement Church traces the beginning of their ministry to 1908. The Tamil 

Settlement congregation was formally organised as a Local Conference on 6 

November 1960. However, over the years, these two congregations had several 

joint programs for their children and youths. 
 

Recovering from the War Years with Pastor-Teachers 

The war had its toll on the church and there was a decline spiritually and morally. 

There was a drop in church membership. It was a time to rebuild. By God’s grace, 

the church came back on track, with the timely posting of Rev. S.S. Pakianathan 

back to Ipoh. With his wide experience and foresight, he helped restore the church 

during his seven year tenure (1946 – 1952). During this time, much emphasis was 

placed on youth work and the Tamil MYF was formed in 1948, under the inspired 

leadership of Mr. D.R. Daniel. 
 

Rev. Paul Athimuthu (1953 – 1957) continued to build the church. As a gifted 

preacher, he gave much time in spite of his teaching job, to promote the Gospel 

amongst the Tamil people. The pastoral charge was then passed on to Rev. S.J. 

Ponniah (1958 – 1959), who was the last of the pastor – teachers to serve the 

church.  
 

The 1960s saw growth in church membership and with it the need for more full-

time ministers. The need was acute and required the recruitment of ministers from 

India and Sri Lanka. 
 

Rev. M. Thangamuthu (1960 - 1963), with an aptitude for Indian music, brought 

a new spiritual dimension to worship. His caring nature contributed much to the 

spreading of the Gospel in the church outreach programs, especially amidst the 

people in the estates.  
 

In 1963, Miss Genie Othites, a missionary from the Overseas Missionary 

Fellowship, gave assistance to the Tamil Church in Lahat Road during the first 

eight months of the year. The return of Miss Janet Chinniah from study in Ceylon, 

in October, was a blessing to the Tamil work in the Ipoh area.  
 

Rev. E.J. Thoraisingam (1964 - 1967) continued the work of the previous 

ministers effectively. In 1965, the first Outreach work began in Kinta Valley. 
 

Return to Recruitment of Pastors from India/Sri Lanka  

Two Indian Missionary recruits followed: Rev. Prabhu Das Roberts (May 1967 

- 1968) and Rev. Francis Sunderaraj (1969 – September 1970). The Klebang 

Outreach was started in 1970. Then, Rev. Chellaraj Fenn, a missionary from the 

Church of South India, took charge from October 1970 to 1975. Rev. Fenn 

helped to reorganize and up-date the church membership records.  
 

 

 



  

Property Matters 

TPAC was assigned the Kesselring Bungalow and the land on Lot 29123 & 9223s 

in 1971. The Kesselring Bungalow housed the Northern Malaysia Youth Centre 

cum Library for the Tamil Churches in the region. At that time, the Anglo-

Chinese Secondary School required the land space between the ACS Principal’s 

quarters and Kesselring Bungalow, to erect an Indoor Stadium (Dewan Teerath 

Ram). They negotiated with the Tamil Church and built a Christian Education 

Centre for the Tamil church in 1974 in exchange for the land.  
 

Ministry among Children and Women 

Miss Joyce Parkins, an OMF missionary from England, was the Christian 

Education Coordinator providing training for the Church School teachers. A 

local, Miss Jayamany Ratnam, was employed as a Woman Worker by WSCS-

TPAC and assigned to Tamil Methodist Church Ipoh.  
 

Rev. James Solamadan was the next Pastor from 1976 – 1977. He encouraged 

the LCEC to seriously consider building a new parsonage to replace the old one 

which was built in the 1930s. This came to reality in 1982. Then it was Rev. J.J. 

Ratnarajah, a missionary pastor from Sri Lanka, who served from 1978 – 1979. 

He was the last of the foreign missionaries to serve in this church. Both the Pastor 

and his wife who were more inclined to old Tamil lyrics, led the congregation to 

worship the Lord. It was during this period that young people began to take up 

leadership in the LCEC 
 

The Beginning of Outreach Ministries 

Rev. Jacob David was the Pastor from 1980 – 1982. He initiated work in 

Kampung Chepur (Tasek) and Menglembu as outreach points. He also started the 

church prayer cells on Mondays. The new parsonage was built for RM 70,000 

and was dedicated on 23 May 1982 by Bishop C.N. Fang. The first church van 

AAR 765 (Datsun C 20) was donated by Mr. & Mrs. Kimis for the church 

outreach ministry.  
 

Start of Neighborhood Bible Study Groups  

Rev. A.E. Joseph, the Pastor from 1983 – 1986, brought revival with the 

charismatic form of worship. With this, changes were noticed in the members’ 

personal life. A collection of revival songs were bound in plastic folder for use 

during worship. He also initiated the Neighborhood Bible Study Groups in seven 

areas: 1) Jelapang, 2) Lim Garden/Cherry Park 3) Buntong 4) Teluk Kurin 5) 

Taman Silibin/Taman Rishah 6) Kampong Simee/Canning Garden and 7) 

Kampong Tai Lee. He also introduced the Pastor’s monthly Newsletter which 

carried Bible Quiz competitions. There was a marked increase in the offerings, 

tithes and pledges. Church Prayer Cell was held every Friday in the parsonage 

from 7 pm to 9 pm. Mr. Louis Martin was assigned as a part-time local church 

worker to Kg. Chepur.  
 

 

 

 



  

Assignment of Lot 3564 and Ministry extension 

Due to the efforts of Rev. Noel Arputharaj, who was the next Pastor (1987 – 

1988), records regarding the assignment of Lot 3564 (10326) to the Tamil church 

was brought to light. The said property was then fenced-up. In February 1987, the 

workers’ quarters caught fire and the church van AAR 765 was also damaged 

beyond repair. The same year also saw the organizing of the 1st local church 

Children’s Camp from 15 – 18 May and the starting of Klebang and Kinta Valley 

Preaching Points. A new Ford Econovan ABJ 3386 was purchased in 1987. A 

second van (Ford Econovan ABM 1296) was bought in November 1988, to be 

used mainly for their outreach points. In that same year, Rev. Noel was elected as 

the first TAC Full Time President. 
 

Fire Destroys Ipoh Wesley Church Igniting New Developments to the Tamil 

Church 

Rev. P. Tevaraji took charge from 1989 – 1994. The church embarked on a 

Multi-Purpose Hall Project on the vacant Lot 3564. But on the 23 February 1992, 

a fire broke-out and completely destroyed the Wesley Church building. The Tamil 

Church, which was also using their sanctuary as their place of worship, then began 

to use their Christian Education Centre (Church Hall) as their new place of 

worship. The Building Committee and the LCEC then decided not to carry on 

with the Multi-Purpose Building Project but to build a sanctuary of their own. 

This included an extension to the existing hall with a gallery to house about 500 

people. It was built at a cost of RM364,617. The Ground Breaking Ceremony was 

held on 11 April 1993 and was conducted by Rev. P. Tevaraji, who was the DS 

and also Local Church pastor. He also laid the cornerstone on 4 July of the same 

year. The completed church building was dedicated on 20 August 1994 by Bishop 

Denis C. Dutton. The final cost of the church building with furniture and fittings 

and extensions to the existing church hall amounted to about RM 450,000. With 

the help of YB Dato Seri Samy Vellu (Minister for Energy, Telecommunications 

& Posts), the State Government gave a grant of RM 100,000.  
 

Ministry at Outreach Points Consolidated 

A house at Jelapang, Ipoh, was purchased for RM 25,000 in 1990 and was 

dedicated as Rumah Methodist Jelapang on 1 February 1992. The Jelapang and 

Chepor (Tasek) Preaching Points were recommended to become a separate Local 

Church Conference in 1994. Following that, Meranti Lapan, Bercham and Pusing 

Outreach Preaching Points were established. In 1994, Mrs. Shanti Ratnam, a 

member of the church was employed to do full-time social work in the Jelapang 

area through CARE MALAYSIA. 
 

The Centennial Year  

During the tenure of Rev. John Kovilpillai (1995 – 2000), the Jelapang/Chepur 

(Tasek) preaching points were constituted as a Local Church Conference on 30 

June 1996 with 118 Full Members. The main church building at Lahat Road was 

air-conditioned at a cost of RM 48,000. A morning-prayer session on Sundays 

from 8.30am to 9.00am was started in the church since September 1995.  



  

At the 1996 Annual Conference Session, the resolution to name TMC Lahat Road 

as TMC Ipoh was accepted. From the 9 – 13 May 1998 a combined VBS together 

with TMC Tamil Settlement and the Holy Spirit Anglican Church was organized. 

Also on 18 October 1998, the MSF was formed. In the year 2000, plans for the 

Multi-Purpose hall were redrawn under the leadership of Mr. Thevaneyan David.  
 

Rev. Peter Devadason was the Pastor from 2001 – 2003. The leadership for the 

Multi-Purpose Hall project was handed over to Mr. R. Steven, the Building 

Chairman in 2003. On 7 March 2004 the Ground Breaking Ceremony was 

conducted by Rev. M.G. Thana Raj, the Perak District Superintendent. On 2 May, 

the Corner Stone was laid by Rev. P. Tevaraji, the TAC President. The work was 

completed, costing RM 1.3 million.  
 

Rev. A.E. Joseph was reappointed as the pastor here (2004 – 2008). On 5 June 

2005, the New Multi-Purpose Hall was dedicated by Bishop Hwa Yung. On 19 

April 2008, Bercham Outreach became a Local Conference. Rev. Devarakam 

John (Herbert) the next Pastor served from 2009 – 2012. In 2009, Pastor Paul 

Mani came on board and was given the task to build the ministry in the Pusing 

area. The Hall Extension Project, which was started on 8 July 2012 for a sum of 

RM 102,000, was completed in October the same year. On 1 November, the 

Cornerstone was laid by the TAC President, Rev. C. Jayaraj at the Pusing Lot. 
 

Rev. Vinsant Rayar was the Pastor from 2013 – 2017. In February 2013, a shop-

lot at Pusing Mewah was purchased for RM 349,000. Also, in September the same 

year, a new van was purchased for Pusing ministry for RM 98,000. On 7 

February 2015, Pusing was organized as a Local Conference. In the same year 

the Lighthouse Preaching Centre was started in the “Little India” part of the town. 

This was done to mainly reach out to the Indians in Simpang Pulai area. Charles 

Abraham’s meetings and a program on 21st Century Evangelism by Rev. John 

Ganapathy were conducted.  
 

Rev. Samuel Periathamby became their new Pastor in January 2018. His task 

was mammoth, for he was also the pastor of TMC Prai and the Northern DS as 

well. After serving one year in Ipoh, he was transferred to Johore Baru.  
 

In 2019 Rev. Seenivasagam David was appointed as the next pastor. The Full 

Membership is 496. Currently there are 8 Cell Groups and Simpang Pulai is their 

Outreach. They have 40 members in the MYF, 33 members in MYAF, 83 

members in MSF and 76 members in the MW. There are 50 children and 13 

teachers in the Church School. Work started on 21 August on The Christian 

Education Hall Renovation / Extension. The total cost of the project is estimated 

at RM 800,000. Upon completion of the renovation / extension, there will be one 

Mini Hall attached to the Church Building. The side wing would be used for 

Sunday Worship Services. The wider open area would be for the church 

fellowship.  

 

 



  

There will also be 6 class rooms, 1 new kitchen, 2 new toilets for men and women, 

1 store room and 1 new Baptism Pool. The Ground Breaking Ceremony was held 

on 1 September by the Retired Minister Rev. P. Tevaraji and the Local Church 

Pastor Rev. Seenivasagam David. It was conducted after the Family Sunday 

Service.  
 

Conclusion: TMC Ipoh is the second Tamil Methodist Local church to be 

established in Malaysia. It is now 123 years old. It has a very long and eventful 

history. God has been faithful and His gracious hand has raised many faithful 

pastors and lay people to build this church. Several Outreaches that were started 

have now become local churches. Several servants of God have been raised by 

this local church and sent out to become pastors and church leaders elsewhere. 

Though much has happened, as John Wesley would say, “The best is yet to be”. 

The Lord will surely take TMC Ipoh on to greater heights, as they look to Him 

for direction and strength in the power of the Holy Spirit.    

 

 

 

SOURCES: 
 

MAC/TPAC/TAC Journals 

Local Church Souvenir Programs 

 
 

  



  

PASTORAL ROLL 

 

1896 - 1899    Rev. W.E Horley 

1900 – 1905     Pastor Paul Kuppusamy assisted Horley 

1906 – 1907    Pastor G. Gnananantham  

1908      Rev. Simon Peter 

1909 – 1910     Pastor Job Gnanasihamoney  

1911 – 1917     Rev. Edward Isaac 

1918 – 1921     Rev. Ponniah Paul 

1922 – 1926     Rev. J.J. Kovilpillai 

1927 – 1929     Rev. M.V. Nitchingham  

1930 – 1931     Rev. S.S. Pakianathan  

1932 – 1937     Rev. Fred David 

1938 – 1941     Rev. Milton David  

1942 – 1945     War Years No Record 

1946 – 1952     Rev. S.S. Pakianathan 

1953 – 1957     Rev. P. Athimuthu 

1958 – 1959     Rev. S.J. Ponniah  

1960 – 1963     Rev. M. Thangamuthu 

1964 – 1967     Rev. E.J. Thuraisingam  

1967 May – 1968    Rev. Prabhu Das Roberts 

1969 – 1970 Sept.   Rev. Francis Sunderaraj  

1970 Oct. – 1975    Rev. Chellaraj Fenn  

1976 – 1977     Rev. James Solamadan 

1978 – 1979     Rev. J.J. Ratnarajah 

1980 – 1982     Rev. Jacob David 

1983 – 1986     Rev. A.E. Joseph 

1987 – 1988     Rev. Noel Arputharaj 

1989 – 1994     Rev. P. Tevaraji  

1995 – 2000     Rev. John Kovilpillai 

2001 – 2003     Rev. T.D. Peter 

2004 – 2008     Rev. A.E. Joseph  

2009 – 2012     Rev. Devarakam John (Herbert)  

2013 – 2017     Rev. Vinsant Rayar  

2018      Rev. Samuel Periathamby 

2019     Rev. Seenivasagam David 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Lay Leaders/LCEC Chairpersons  

Year Lay Leader LCEC Chairperson 

N/A  Dr. Paranjothi 

1967 - 1968  Rev. Prabhu Dass Roberts 

N/A  Mr. T.S. Navaratnam 

N/A  Mrs. E.G. Muthiah 

1968 - 1976  Mr. Samuel Dasson 

1977 Mr. Charles Amarasuriya Mr. Samuel Dasson 

1978 Mr. Charles Amarasuriya Mr. T. Tharmapal 

1979 
Mr. Charles Amarasuriya,  

Mr. S. Gnaniah 
Mr. T. Tharmapal 

1980 Mr. S. Gnaniah Mr. T. Tharmapal 

1981 
Mr. S. Gnaniah,  

Mr. A.V. Manikam 
Mr. T. Tharmapal 

1982 Mr. A.V. Manikam Mr. T. Tharmapal 

1983 
Mr. A.V. Manikam,  

Mr. Robert Gnanarajan 
Mr. T. Tharmapal 

1984 Mr. Robert Gnanarajan Mr. T. Tharmapal 

1985 Mr. Robert Gnanarajan Mr. R. Steven 

1986 Mr. Jothi Pandian Mr. R. Steven 

1987 - 1988 Mr. Jothi Pandian Mr. T. Tharmapal 

1989 
Mr. Jothi Pandian,  

Mr. George P. Chelvam 
Mr. T. Tharmapal 

1990- 1992 Mr. George P. Chelvam 
Mr. T. Tharmapal,            

Mr. R. Steven (1990)  

1993 
Mr. George P. Chelvam,  

Mr. Salomon Thanggiah 
Mr. R. Steven 

1994 - 1996 Mr. Salomon Thanggiah Mr. R. Steven 

1997 
Mr. Salomon Thanggiah,  

Mr. Tharmapal 
Mr. R. Steven 

1998 Mr. Tharmapal Mr. R. Steven 

1999 - 2000  Mr. R. Steven 

2001 - 2005 Mr. Salomon Thanggiah Mr. R. Steven 

2006 Mr. R. Victor Mr. R. Steven 

2007 - 2013 Mr. Moses Jayabalan Mr. R. Steven 

2014  

(6 months) 
Mr. Rajamannar Mr. R. Victor 

2014  

(from June) - 2015 
Mr. Rajamannar Mr. Daniel Devadass 

2016 - 2017 Mr. Rajamannar Mr. Solomon Asirvatham 

2018 Mr. Rajamannar Mr. Moses Jayabalan 

2019 Mr. Louis Martin Mr. Moses Jayabalan 

 

 



  

 

New Church Foundation 4-7-93 

TMC Ipoh Laying of Corner Stone  

2-5-2004 for church hall 

TMC Ipoh Church Hall 

Dedication 5th June 2004 



KUALA LUMPUR  

 

 Pre-Malacca Street Era 1896 – 1899 

When God led eight young men to gather for prayer and Bible Study in 1896, the 

foundation was laid for the formation of the Tamil Methodist Church Kuala 

Lumpur. The eight were: Dr E.T. McIntyre, Messrs Daniel Poore, R.S.V. 

Muthuthamby, J.A. Barnabas, J.S. Appadurai, Arianayagam, S. Sittampalam and 

Rasiah Knight. 
 

The First Congregation, Location and Pastor 

The congregation of this church first met at the junction of Batu Road (now Jalan 

Tuanku Abdul Rahman) and Java Street (now Jalan Tun Perak). Friday 18 June 

1897 saw the official opening of the church. Dr W.T. Kensett, a medical 

missionary, was appointed the first pastor of the church. He engaged Mr. 

Vedamanickam, a teacher, to assist. In 1899, the Tamil congregation bid farewell 

to Dr Kensett, who left for America on furlough. 
 

The Malacca Street Era (1900 – 1961) 

From 1900 – 1916, Rev. Samuel Abraham was the pastor. On 11 March 1900, 

the building of the Episcopal Church at Kuala Lumpur was completed and 

dedicated by the Presiding Elder Dr. W.G. Shellabear and assisted by Dr. B.F. 

West. Rev. S. Abraham, was also needed in the school. In 1904, freed from school 

work, he became full time pastor of the KL Church. There were 61 Full Members. 

Ministry extended to the Prison, Kuala Kubu, Rawang, Kajang and Seremban. In 

1908 worship services began at Brickfields and Batu Road. Prayer meetings were 

held for the Tamils working at the Central Railway workshop. Rev. Abraham died 

at the age of 53 and for his contribution was worthily called the Tamil John 

Wesley by his colleagues. 
 

From 1917 – 1927 Rev. J.A. Supramaniam was the pastor. He was both pastor 

and an educator. It was during his ministry that the Tamil Church in Sentul was 

established. During this period, the local church was blessed by the ministry of 

outstanding servants of God like Sadhu Sunder Singh (1922), Bhagavathar 

Vedanayagam Sastriar (1924) and Dr. E. Stanley Jones (1926). There was a strong 

children’s ministry under the leadership of Dr. (Miss) Gladys McIntyre. There 

were 200 children enrolled with an average attendance of 150.   
 

The Malacca Street Parsonage and the Church Hall below were completed and 

dedicated by Rev. Horley in 1923. The Parsonage cost $7,800.The Official Board 

agreed to the naming of the Church Hall in memory of the late Rev. Abraham, 

when they were informed that the Abraham family had contributed $500 towards 

the building of the Church Hall.  
 

The church was affected by the Floods of 1922 and the church organ was 

damaged. There was another flood in 1926. This time the organ was salvaged by 

the timely intervention of Rev. Supramaniam and Mr. Sinniah the sexton.  

 



The Tamil Youth Group, known as the Epworth League was formed in 1923 

with Miss L. Stuckey as the first President. Dr. E.T. McIntyre and Mr. D. V. 

Kandiah were the Advisors. The executive committee of this youth group was 

then called the “Cabinet.” In 1924 the Sentul congregation became independent 

from the mother church with a fulltime pastor.  
 

The Rev. S.S. Pakianathan served as the pastor of this church at three different 

times. Firstly, from 1928 – 1929. Secondly, from 1932 – 1933, during which time 

he was assisted by Rev. J.V. Ayadurai and Rev. S.A. Philips. At the third period, 

1938 – 1946, he was assisted by Rev. J.D. Asirvatham. Rev. Pakianathan saw the 

church through the troubled period of World War II. While serving as the pastor, 

Rev. Pakianathan was also heavily involved in the setting up of the Pakianathan 

Seminary in Ipoh for the training of Tamil Workers. Apart from this, he was also 

instrumental in initiating the publication of the “Light of Salvation”, a Tamil 

periodical of the Malaya Annual Conference in 1934.  
 

Other pastors who served during this period include: Rev. S.M. Thevathasan 

(1930 – 1931), Rev. J.J. Kovilpillai (1934), Rev. P.L. Peach (1935) and Rev. 

J.S. Arthur (1935 – 1937). Following the Second World War, the shortage of 

suitable local pastors was acutely felt. The KL Church began looking to recruit 

pastors from India and Sri Lanka. Rev. J.W.A. Kadirgamar from Sri Lanka 

became the first of such pastors (1947 – 1948). Other pastors who served during 

this period include Rev. Paul Athimuthu (1949 – 1952), Rev. V.A. 

Subramaniam (1953 – 1954) and Rev. E.J. Ponniah (1955 – 1957). Rev. 

B.C.D. Mather was the second of the expatriate pastors to take pastoral 

appointment at the KL Church. He was on contract for three years (1958 – January 

1961). He served from January 1958 – September 1960. “Rev. Paul Athimuthu 

graciously accepted the Bishop’s call to fill the KL Tamil Church pastorate in 

October in addition to his duties in Tanjung Malim Church and School.” (MAC 

Journal 1960 p. 53).    
 

The Brickfields Era (1961 onwards) 

A new era began when the new church site in Brickfields of 1.225 acres was 

obtained on 22 November 1958. The Ground Breaking Ceremony was conducted 

by the District Superintendent Rev. H. Haines and the Service was conducted by 

Rev. Mather on 16 July 1959. The Foundation Stone was laid by Rev. S.S. 

Pakianathan on Saturday 22 January 1961.  
 

On Sunday 16 April of the same year, the final worship service was held in the 

old Church at Malacca Street. The cost of the new Church and its additional 

buildings came to about $200,000. The first service in the new Church was held 

on Sunday 23 April 1961. 
 

With the departure of Rev. Mather back to Sri Lanka, Rev. W. Denver Stone 

from the West Virginia Conference, USA, became the next pastor of the church 

from January 1961. He served till he was transferred to Sumatra in July 1962.  

 

 



The Abraham Memorial Hall and Parsonage at 197 Jalan Sultan Abdul Samad 

were dedicated by Bishop Amstutz on 6 May 1961 and assisted by the District 

Superintendent Rev. Ho Seng Ong, the most senior Asian Pastor Rev. J.V. 

Ayaduray and Rev. W.D. Stone. In 1962, Rev. Jacob Paul, who assisted Rev. 

Denver Stone, took pastoral charge from July 1962 to April 1964. Missionary 

Miss Janet Cooper was also appointed to help. Rev. Jacob Paul was transferred 

to Klang Tamil Church in April 1964. 
 

Rev. T. Thangaraj was the pastor from May 1964 – July 1965. Rev. Prabhu 

Das Roberts was the pastor for two years, from August 1965 – April 1967. Rev. 

T. Thangaraj, having completed his studies, returned to pastor the church from 

May 1967 – April 1970. He also gave lectures on Social Studies at the University 

Malaya. The Sentul pastor, Rev. John Kovilpillai, covered KL Church from May 

to June 1970.  
 

When Rev. Jacob Paul returned after his studies, he took pastoral charge from 1 

July 1970 – 1973. He had a strong Bible Study group, which supported a 

missionary in Kashmir. The Deeper Life Mission in 1971, with Dr. Sam 

Kamaleson, saw God doing great things in the lives of many. Since Easter 1971, 

a very active and enthusiastic Bible Study Group met once a week. Miss Ruth 

Beckett, an O.M.F. Missionary, on secondment to our Conference, was involved 

in Church School Teachers’ training in Kuala Lumpur and other parts of our 

country. Her contribution to improve the quality of Church School teaching will 

be long remembered. The Church was affected by a major flood for the third time 

in its history in January 1971. Rev. Francis Sunderaraj, the last of the foreign 

missionaries to pastor KL Church, served from 1975 – 1976.  
 

Outreach Work Gained Momentum 

Outreach work was part of the activity of the church from the time of Rev. 

Abraham. In the 1960s, the Tamil Sunday School was conducted in the afternoon 

mainly to cater to the children in the nearby quarters.  In the 1960s, when Rev. 

Prabhu Das Roberts was the pastor, weekly visits were made to Mary Estate in 

Batang Berjuntai on Saturdays. Due to the lack of facilities, Church School was 

conducted in a Hindu temple and under the shade of trees. At that time, this 

ministry was made possible by an American OMF missionary of Greek origin, 

Miss Genie Orthites. Transport was provided for this ministry by the KL Church 

men, who took turns to drive. Among them were Mr. E.V. Nesaratnam, Mr. Cecil 

Victor, Mr. I. Ponnuthurai, Mr. Daniel Doraiappah, Mr William David and Mr. 

Benjamin Niles. Others who went to minister included Ms Grace Vethamani, 

Jeevam Selvaretnam, Esther Samuel, Jeyamalar Samuel and Annathai 

Doraisamy.  
 

Post Missionary Pastors Period – 1976 onwards 

Rev. V. John Kovilpillai became the first local born pastor to be appointed to the 

KL Church in 1976. He was the pastor from 1 September 1976 till 1990. Rev. 

Kovilpillai was elected TAC President in November 1976. He had the dual 

responsibility of heading the Tamil Annual Conference as well as the KL Church.  

 



In 1981, from June to December, Rev. S. Duraisingam was the Assistant Pastor. 

From 1982 to 1985, Rev. Victor Vethamani was the Assistant Pastor. In 1984, 

the first Preaching Class was conducted by him. From 1986 to 1988 Rev. Peter 

Jebasekaran was the Assistant Pastor. From 1989 there were two worship services 

– Tamil at 9.00 am. and English at 10.30 am.   
 

During Rev. John Kovilpillai’s tenure, several Outreach Points were started. 

Couples were put as coordinators and this proved to be very effective. Many of 

these Outreaches have since become Local Conferences: 

1. Ulu Klang: Ministry was started in the 1950s. The coordinators included, 

Mr. & Mrs. Muthu Thaver, Mr. & Mrs. John Ponnampalam and Mr. & 

Mrs. Arthur Ngo. It became a Local Conference on 11 December 1994.  

2. Sungei Way/Subang: work started in 1975 with Mr. & Mrs. J.D. 

Rajaram as the coordinators. It became a Local Conference as TMC 

Petaling Jaya on 11 May 1986. 

3. Batang Berjuntai: Work here was done as early as 1926 but restarted by 

KL Church in the 1960s as well as in 1980s. In 1976, all the members 

joined TMC Bukit Rotan. 

4. Kampong Sri Pinang: Work started here in 1981 with Mr. & Mrs. David 

Chelliah as the coordinators. They were incorporated with TMC Petaling 

Jaya and became members of that local church. 

5. Rawang: Work began in 1981 in the home of Mr. & Mrs. G.J. Thanaraj 

. Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ananthan were coordinators. It became a Local 

Conference on 1 November 1992.  

6. Sungei Besi/Serdang: This ministry was started in 1987. The 

coordinators included Mr. & Mrs. G.M.M. Mutu, Mr. & Mrs. Robert 

Ananthan and Mr. & Mrs. I. Ponnuthurai. It became a Local Conference 

on 7 January 1995. They are now known as TMC Serdang.   

7. Bangi/Semenyih: Work started in October 1984. Coordinators for this 

ministry included, Mr. & Mrs. G.M.M. Mutu and Mr. & Mrs. I. 

Ponnuthurai. It became a Local Conference on 3 January 2004.  

8. Kampong Kayu Ara: Started in 1986 with Mr. & Mrs. P. Iyadurai as the 

coordinators. On 1 June 1995 the membership of this Outreach was 

transferred to TMC Bukit Rotan. They became a Local Conference on 19 

February 2005. 

9. Selayang: This Outreach was started in 1987 with Mr. & Mrs. A. 

Subramaniam as the Coordinators. It became a Local Conference on 9 

April 2009. 

10. Cheras: The first Outreach to be created as a Satellite Church, together 

with the members of TMC Sentul church. They became a Local 

Conference on 27 March 2010. 
 

Rev. Peter Jebasekaran was the pastor in charge from 1991 – 1992. In July 

1991 the Annexe extension of the Abraham Memorial Hall was completed. The 

unveiling of the Commemorative Tablet was by Bishop Rev. Denis C. Dutton and 

the Official Opening Ceremony was by Rev. V. John Kovilpillai.  



In 1991 the Methodist Seniors Fellowship was formed. From April 1992 till 1994, 

Rev. Emanuel Rajahser was the Assistant Pastor. In 1992 the Church was fully 

air conditioned and the sound system upgraded  

 

Rev. James Solamadan was the pastor in 1993. In that year Ms. Emily Singam 

came forward to serve as the church’s first missionary. She was sent to Jordan. 

Rev. David Tharmakan served as the pastor for one year in 1994. He was also 

then the President of the TAC.  
 

Ministry help to TMC Bukit Rotan 

In the early 1970s, the pastor of the KL Church was also appointed as the pastor 

of TMC Bukit Rotan. Along with the pastor, members of the KL church made 

trips to Monmouth Estate (the sanctuary at Bukit Rotan was in an unusable 

condition). Help was extended to teach Church School, conduct sewing classes, 

hygiene and family planning. The Union Biblical Seminary students were also 

given practical exposure in ministry under the supervision of the KL Church 

pastor. The students included, Mr. Gabriel Jabanathan, Mr. P. Tevaraji, Mr. 

Simon Chandran, Mr. S. Duraisingam and Mr. Peter Jebasekaran. Mr Victor 

Vethamani helped in 1975/76 before going to the seminary. As in the 1960s, 

several KL Church men helped to give transport on Sunday afternoons. 
 

Rev. P. Tevaraji was the pastor from December 1994 till 1998. From 1995 to 

1999, Rev. M.G. Thana Raj was the Associate Pastor. Area Fellowship meetings 

and Bible Study were encouraged. He was elected Conference President in 

November 1998.   
 

Rev. Victor Vethamani was pastor from 1999 – 2007. He was assisted by Rev. 

M.G. Thanaraj (1999), Rev. Dennis Raj (2000 – 2003). Rev. Timothy Krishnan 

(2004) and Rev. T.D. Peter (2004 – 2007). In 2000 an Anti-Dadah/HIV/AIDS 

Program was organised by the local church with Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir 

as the special guest.  
 

The year 2004 was significant: 

 Children’s Church Ministry was started 

 Worship service time changed: Tamil service at 8.15 and then to 8 am 

 English service at 11.15 am. Coffee Fellowship 9.30 – 10.00 am 

 Church School/Bible Study/MYF from 10. 00 – 11.00 am  

 Telegu and Nepali Worship service began in February 

 Indonesian Worship Service was conducted in the premises 

 Small Group Ministry began with Mr. Jason Olivo as the first coordinator 

 Alpha Course was conducted 
 

Rev. M.G. Thanaraj was the pastor for one year in 2008. At this time the church 

had Rev. E.C. Gnanasekhar from India as the Associate Pastor. Due to visa 

difficulties, his wife could not be with him. Thus this arrangement could not 

continue. 
 



Rev. Justin Clarance took charge as the pastor from 2009 – 2017. He was 

assisted by Rev. Ruben Kanagalingam (2009), Rev. Edwin Rajamoney (2010 – 

2012), Rev. Samy Dass (2013 – 2016) and Rev. Herbert John (2017). Some of 

the highlights of this period include: 
 

 Ulu Pudu Outreach Point launched     2009 

 Outreach work in Pantai Dalam launched    2011 

 Brickfields Community Football Program   2010 

 The Million Leaders Mandate Leadership Course  2010  

 RM 1 million for Building Project received through  

 Prime Minister Dato Seri Najib          2013 

 Mission Trips and ministry to the Penans in Miri began         2013 

 Miss Jayam Devadason, a member of this church  ‘bequeathed’  

her house to TMC KL on10 January     2014 

 Reading through the Bible (24 hours) was held during the Lent Season 
  
In 2017 the Church celebrated its 120 Years’ Anniversary. The Church 

embarked on a Discipleship Study program for the adults with an average 

attendance between 60 to 70 members. 
 

In 2018, Rev. Herbert D. John became the Senior Pastor of this church with 

Rev. David Abraham as his Associate. Among other happenings included the 

Annual Bible Camp that was done for the very first time. In 2019, Rev. D.B. 

Laurence was appointed as the Associate Pastor. Very sadly, Rev. Laurence 

suddenly passed away on 31 January 2019. He served the local church that had 

sent him for the fulltime ministry for one month. Rev. Herbert continued as the 

sole pastor of the church. Mr. John Ananthan the Lay Leader and Mr. Augustus 

Jeremiah the LCEC Chairperson, are giving able support. 
 

In 2019 the Full Membership is 580. They have 12 Small Groups. The Church 

Kindergarten has 56 children, 3 classes; 4 teachers, 3 assistant teachers, 1 cleaner 

and principal. There are 3 Trainee teachers from the Methodist College. The 

Church’s Mission involvement is very commendable. Their budget for 2019 is 

RM353,200. They are supporting 13 Mission Workers. Their commitment to 

MMM is RM60,000. They have 140 students in the Church school with an 

average attendance of 90 to 100. MYF has 59 members, MYAF has 41 members, 

MW has 58 members, and MSF has 90 members. The Social Concerns ministry 

is strong with their Learning Centre meeting on Saturdays from 10.30 am to 3pm. 

Apart from the church members, there are outside volunteers, including some 

Methodist College KL students. These students participate to fulfil their 

community service requirements.  
 

Those who became Pastors from this Local Church 

The following were sent to become pastors from this local church: Rev. Victor 

Vethamani, Rev. Emanuel Rajahser, Rev. Hendry Ponniah (home church is 

Sitiawan), Rev. D.B. Laurence and Rev. Raymond Raj Ponnuthurai.  
 

 



Lay Leadership to the Annual Conference from the Local Church 

The KL Church had and still has a major role in the ministry of the Tamil 

Conference (TPAC and TAC). The first Office for TAC was in the KL Church. 

Key lay leaders like the Conference Treasurer (Mr. Sam Supramaniam, Mr. Cecil 

Victor), Finance Chairman (Mr. E. V. Nesaratnam, Mr. P.S Nagaratnam, Mr. J.D. 

Rajaram, Mr. Anthony Row and Mr. Augustus Jeremiah) Mr. V. Tharumaraj 

(Conference Secretary) and Mr. A. Chelvarajasingam (Chairman Salary Review 

Committee)  
 

Today the KL Church is 122 years old. The church continues to grow and impact 

the lives of many. God has been faithful and the church continues to look for 

doors of opportunity to serve the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources: 

1. Methodist Journals  

MAC, TPAC, TAC 
 

2. Books 

Three Pioneer Pastors – compiled by Mr. E.V. Nesaratnam 

Celebrating 120 Years (1897 – 2017) Pictorial History  
 

3. Souvenir Programs 

a. Dedication Service of TMC KL in Brickfields in 1961 

b. TMC KL Outreach Ministries (Blue) 

c. Walkathon in aid of Sg. Way Subang Church Project 1985 

d. 85th Anniversary 1896 – 1981 

e. Dedication Service of Abraham Hall Extension and 3 storey annex 

1992 

f. Celebrating 50 Years in Brickfields 2011 

g. 100 Years Celebration 1896 – 1996 
 

4. Other Resources  

a. Correspondence Files 

b. Local Church Newsletter 

c. Personal Interviews  

 

 

 

 

 



PASTORAL ROLL 

 

1897 – 1899      Rev. W. T. Kensett   

1900 – 1916      Rev. S. Abraham   

1917 – 1927     Rev. J.A. Supramaniam   

1928 – 1929            Rev. S. S. Pakianathan    

1930 – 1932                                                           Rev. S. M. Thevathason                

1932         Rev. S.A. Phillips       

1933      Rev. S.S. Pakianathan                       

1934                                                           Rev. J.J. Kovilpillai  

1935 – 1937                                                          Rev. J.S Arthur 

1938 – 1946     Rev. S.S. Pakianathan                                

1947 – 1948                                                           Rev. J.W.A. Kadirgamar                

1949 – 1952                                                           Rev. Paul Athimuthu                    

1953 – 1954                                                           Rev. V.A. Subramaniam             

1955 – 1957                                                          Rev. E.J. Ponniah                           

1958 (Feb.) – 1960 (Sept.)                                    Rev. B.C.D. Mather  

1960 (Oct. – Dec.)    Rev. Paul Athimuthu                     

1961 – 1962 (June)    Rev. Denver Stone                       

1962 July – 1964 April    Rev. Jacob Paul                                

1964 May – July 1965     Rev. Dr Thangaraj                         

1965 August – 1967 (April)   Rev. Prabhu Das Roberts            

1967 May – 1970     Rev. Dr Thangaraj   

1970 – 1974     Rev. Jacob Paul                          

1975 – 31 August 1976     Rev. Francis Sunderaraj               

September 1976 – 1990     Rev. John Kovilpillai             

1991 – 1992      Rev. Peter Jebasekaran   

1993       Rev. James Solamadan   

1994       Rev. David Tharmakan   

1995 – 1998      Rev. P. Tevaraji   

1999 – 2007      Rev. Victor Vethamani   

2008       Rev. M.G. Thana Raj   

2009 – 2017      Rev. Justin Clarance   

2018 onwards     Rev. Herbert D. John  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lay Leaders/LCEC Chairpersons  

Year Lay Leader LCEC Chairperson 

1951 Mr. J.A.P. Oswald Rev. P. Athimuthu 

1952 Mr. J.M. Pakianathan Rev. P. Athimuthu 

1953 - 1954 Mr. J.M. Pakianathan Rev. V. A. Subramaniam 

1955 Mr. J.M. Pakianathan   

1956 Mr. J.M. Pakianathan Dr. E.S.R. Alfred 

1957 - 1959 Mr. H.V. Ponniah Dr. A.E. Duraisamy 

1960 Mr. A.T. Balraj Mr. J.A. Doraisingam 

1961 Mr. A.T. Balraj Dr. A.E. Duraisamy 

1962 Mr. A.T. Balraj Mr. H.V. Ponniah 

1963 Mr. Cyril Samuel Mr. E.V. Nesaratnam 

1964 - 1965 Mr. E.R.A. Joseph Mr. A.E. Navarajasingam 

1966 - 1969 Mr. E.V. Nesaratnam Mr. A.E. Navarajasingam 

1970 - 1976 Mr. E.V. Nesaratnam Mr. J.D. Rajaram 

1977 - 1978 Mr. E.V. Nesaratnam Dr. K.T. Pillai 

1979 - 1983 Mr. E.V. Nesaratnam Dr. S.W. Pakianathan 

1984 Mr. E.V. Nesaratnam Mr. Jayaratnam 

1985 - 1988 Mr. E.V. Nesaratnam Dr. D.M. Thuraiappah 

1989 Mr. Jayaratnam Dr. D.M. Thuraiappah 

1990 Mr. Muthu Thaver Dr. D.M. Thuraiappah 

1991 Mr. Cecil Victor Dr. D.M. Thuraiappah 

1992 – 1999 Mr. Cecil Victor Mr. Anthony Row 

2000 Mr. Cecil Victor Mr. Gopal Sundaram 

2001 - 2003 Mr. Cecil Victor Mr. Anthony Row 

2004 Mr. Gopal Sundaram Mr. Anthony Row 

2005 - 2009 Mr. Gopal Sundaram Mr. Walter Sandosam 

2010 - 2014 Mr. John Navamani Mr. Walter Sandosam 

2015 - 2017 Mr. John Navamani Mr. Steven Visvalingam 

2018 Mr. John Ananthan Mr. Steven Visvalingam 

2019 Mr. John Ananthan Mr. Augustus Jeremiah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TMCKL Easter 1983 

TMCKL MYF April 1973 

TMCKL Carol party 1919 

TMCKL M.W. 

TMCKL Office and Kindergarten staff 80's 

TMCKL 1972 Bible Study TMCKL At the dedication ceremony of the 

Annexe Extension and the Abraham Memorial 

Hall 25-4-1992 part 2 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

4. Melaka     1908    
5. Klang     1908  
6. Seremban    1909 
7. Teluk Intan   1916 
8. Sungei Petani    1918  
9. Alor Star   1924 * 
10. Sentul    1924  
11. Bukit Rotan   1926 * 
12. Raub    1927 * 
13. Johore Bahru   1929 * 
14. Sungai Siput   1929 * 
15. Taiping     1930  
16. Kuantan    1938  
17. Kampar/Gopeng  1952 
18. Sitiawan    1953 
19. Banting    1953 
20. Tanjung Malim   1959 
21. Tamil Settlement  1960  
22. Cha’ah    1964 
23. Kluang    1964 

 
  

Tamil Methodist Church 
Second Period: 1900 – 1968 



MELAKA 

 

The Beginnings  

In 1904, Mr P.W. Tambyah was one of the founder members of the Tamil Church 

in Malacca under the leadership of the Shellabears. Mr Doraisamy was described 

as the ‘first official member’ of the Tamil Church in Malacca. During the early 

years, the Methodist Church in Malacca was made up of four congregations – 

Chinese, English, Baba and Tamil speaking. There was no proper church building 

for worship services. Initially worship services were held in people’s homes. In 

1904 a generous local resident, Mr Tan Keong Keng, donated No. 142 Heeren 

Street to be used as a school and church. 
 

Four Culturally Diverse Groups Begin Under One Roof 

When the Methodist Church was built in 1908, it was shared by four culturally-

diverse groups of people - Chinese, English, Baba and Tamil speaking. The 

Dedication Service was conducted by Rev. William F. Oldham. Thus 1908 

marked a new era and TMC Malacca had their Centenary Celebrations in 2008. 

Some of the early pastors who served TMC Malacca include: Rev. Samuel 

Abraham (1918), Rev. J.J. Kovilpillai (1927 - 1932), Rev. Edward Isaac (1932 

– 1935), Rev. Milton David (1936 - 1937), Rev. Kingham Joseph (1938 – 

1940), Rev. J. V. Ayaduray (1941 – 1945), Rev. S.J Arthur (1945), Rev. N. G. 

Manickam (1946 – 1949), Rev. V.A Subramaniam (1950 – 1954) and Rev. 

V.A. Chelliah (1955 – 1959).   
 

In 1954, with the completion of the new Wesley Church at Tranquerah Road, the 

Wesley and the Straits-born congregation members shifted to their new 

premises. From 1960 to 1962 Rev. Peter David was the pastor. Financially, the 

church was strong. In 1961 Rev. Peter David helped the church to improve on 

their giving through his prayers and sermons. However, due to his age and health, 

he was unable to visit the estates regularly. 
  
The Reality Check 

The District Superintendent, Rev. Wong Hoon Hee reported “Four Tamil 

Churches are under my charge and not one yet can support its own pastor…unless 

we are going to have trained full time ministers who will fit into the churches and 

members who will sacrifice more in their giving, the future will remain the same 

as it was in past years.” (MAC Journal 1961, p. 50) 
 

In 1962 the ministry in the Estates were not so good. Sagil, Asahan, Bertam, 

Merlimau, Jasin Lalang, Jasin Rim and Sungei Bahru estates were visited. 
 

From January 1963 to 1964 Rev. John Abraham was the pastor. In 1963, the 

defunct Church School was revived by the able Mr. David Rajaram with Miss 

Betty Dossan as his assistant. He organised a successful Church School Worship 

Service conducted by the children. Regular Worship Services were held in Sagil 

and Bukit Asahan by the local Lay Preachers and Holy Communion Service was 

conducted once a month by the pastor.  



In 1964 there were three regular and four occasional Preaching Points, managed 

by the pastor. There were monthly preaching visits to Sagil, Bukit Asahan and 

Terendah Camp Cheroh once in two months. Mr. Manoharan, who assisted the 

pastor in Bukit Asahan Estate, resigned on 31 October.  Mr. D. John assisted the 

pastor in Sagil. He and his wife gave faithful service there. The pastor also visited 

Kuala Pilah, Segamat, Cha’ah, Kluang, Mersing and Seremban. Evangelistic 

meetings, called “Go to the People” were held by Rev. Reinoehl and his assistant 

Mr. Chelladurai. These meetings were held in Bukit Asahan, Sagil and Cha’ah. 

Mr. F.C. Dossan, a Local Preacher, accompanied the pastor to the estates. There 

were 46 Full Members and 34 children. There were 3 Adult Baptisms and 5 

children.  
 

Lone Congregation in the Old Premise 

From 1965 to 1971, Rev. Paul Athimuthu was the pastor. In 1965, the Chinese 

speaking congregation moved to their new building at Jalan Tan Chay Yan. 

From then onwards the Church was used only by the Tamil congregation. The 

Church land was spared Town Council’s acquisition, though the vestry was 

eventually demolished by the Malacca Municipality in 1975, while negotiations 

were still going on for an alternate site. Church leaders took great effort to ensure 

that the Methodist legacy was preserved in Malacca. The unique design of the 

church, combined with its proximity to the thriving hub of Malacca’s historical 

sites less than a kilometre away, continues to draw tourists to the church. In 1965, 

there was outreach work in: Bukit Asahan and Sagil Estates. Mr. & Mrs. D. John 

of Sagil Estate helped in this work as well as the Church Schools in these two 

estates. 60 Prayer Calendars in English and Tamil and 750 tracts and 60 booklets 

were distributed during this year. 50 copies of The Light of Salvation was 

subscribed to by Melaka-Asahan-Sagil Circuit.  
 

In 1966, the Full Membership was 89. A full-time pastor was appointed here from 

the beginning of this year and he was able to visit more estates in the Circuit. The 

work in Sagil Estate continued with the help of Mr. & Mrs. D. John. They helped 

in the worship services and also in the Church School. The work in Bukit Asahan 

estate seemed to have worsened. As a whole, the finance was weak in this Circuit. 

The parsonage in Melaka was surrendered to the Methodist Girls School 

(Secondary) for the sum of RM 10,000. This money would be with the Trustees, 

till the congregation was ready to build a new parsonage. 1967 Asahan Estate 

ministry was hampered due to a strike. In 1969, Malacca, Bukit Asahan and Sagil 

Circuit Full Membership rose from 115 to 130. There were 53 members in 

Malacca town and the rest were from the estates and the surrounding towns. Once 

a month cottage prayer meetings were held regularly in the homes of the 

members. Christians from other denominations and even some Hindus attended 

these meetings.In 1970 the Full Membership increased to 140. There was an 

increase in attendance at worship services both in Bukit Asahan and Sagil Estates. 

In 1971, the Full Membership increased to 150. The Lay Preacher, Mr. D. John 

who was in charge of Sagil Estate Church, was doing honorary work for more 

than 15 years.  
 



From 1972 to 1986, Rev. Noel Arputharaj was the pastor. In 1972 a new Church 

School was formed in Asahan Estate. The church was affected by the sudden 

death of the Local Preacher Mr. D. John of Sagil Estate. The finance in Malacca 

was low and for the first time in history, it organised a Church Dinner to raise 

funds for its projects. A total sum of $3,800 was raised with God’s help. The 

TPAC President, Rev. T.R. Doraisamy was present to grace this occasion. In 

1973, the Church faced a great challenge as the Malacca Municipality proposed 

to take over the Tamil Methodist Church. They did this for the extension of the 

newly-built Fire Brigade Complex and for the widening of the Jalan 

Gelanggang/Jalan Kubu Junction. The Municipality offered the church a piece of 

land in Bukit Bahru, about 2 miles away from Malacca, in exchange for their 

present site of Lots 25 and 26. This was without any compensation. The church 

negotiated with the Municipality for a more reasonable amount of compensation. 

On 6 October the church organised a Tamil Drama event under the patronage of 

the Chief Minister of Malacca and raised about $8,000. 
 

In 1974, the Stewardship and Finance drive was launched in Malacca and its 

Circuit and the members contributed more this year. The Malacca church lost two 

important and active members this year: Mr. F.C. Dossan the Lay Preacher and 

Mr. P. D. Rajadurai. Regarding the proposal to take over the Malacca church by 

the Municipality: This proposal was finalised at a mutual discussion on 25 

November 1974. The Municipality agreed to give a land measuring 18,000 sq. ft., 

in exchange for the church’s site of 4,700 sq. ft., and also a compensation of 

$10,000. According to the negotiation with the Municipal Commissioner and his 

Board, the church could continue to use the present building till 31 December 

1975, but would have to give up the vestry by the end of February 1975. 
 

In 1975, the Full Membership was 109. There were regular weekly services in 

Sagil Estate and Asahan Estate. They were not able to start the Building Plans 

because, the sub-division of the land was not finalised by the Municipality. When 

they met up with the Municipal Secretary on 21 November 1975, they were 

advised to submit the building plans to the Malacca State Development 

Corporation. The Municipal Secretary assured them of his assistance, should 

there be any problem. Evangelist Jeevanandam from India, visited the churches 

in this District. His ministry greatly revived the churches. The church underwent 

various stages of restoration to ensure safety. The air-conditioning of the church 

helped to avoid the dust pollution and the noise from the adjacent roads.  
 

In 1977 the Pastor, Rev. Noel, was ill for a few months. During that period, the 

members helped to carry out all the activities of the church, including the work 

in Sagil and Asahan. Rev. E. Suwito, the pastor of the Wesley church helped to 

serve Holy Communion.  

In 1978 there was much concern over the delay in the Building Project. 1979 Mr. 

Daniel assisted the Pastor in the ministry in Asahan & Sagil. The Full 

Membership was 108. Bible Study and Prayer meetings were conducted. They 

met once a week in the homes of members. The Malacca Bible Study group was 

doing 1 Peter. MYF was formed in Malacca. There was an active MYF in Sagil. 



In 1980 the Full Membership was 121. Mr. Daniel, who was assisting the pastor 

in Sagil and Asahan, was transferred to serve in Bukit Rotan and Batang 

Berjuntai. The members of Sagil helped the pastor to conduct services in Asahan. 

There were three Church Schools and a few church members helped to provide 

transport for the children.  
 

In 1981, Bible Study for young adult women was formed in Malacca. The church 

building was repaired and painted. A jumble sale was conducted to raise funds 

for the Church School and church Christmas party. Copies of “Our Daily Bread” 

were distributed to members. A church member in an Old Folks Home and a poor 

Hindu couple received monthly monetary help. The church helped to distribute 

food hampers to poor families in Jasin, Alor Gajah, Merlimau and Malacca Town 

during the Carollers’ visit. The hampers were donations from the Lions and 

Lioness Clubs. Evangelistic meetings by Evangelist Victor Swamidas, Sister 

Joyce Samuel and Annamah Mathews were held in Malacca. All formal 

negotiations for another site or the retention of the present church building and 

site failed to bring any concrete reply from the Municipal authorities or the Chief 

Minister. A final attempt to speak to the Chief Minister on a personal level was 

made.  
 

In 1982 the Full Membership was 120. The parsonage compound was fenced and 

the levelling completed at a cost of RM 6,000. In spite of their needs, the church 

helped the following projects: Cha’ah Church Building Fund, Cha’ah Church Van 

Fund, Alor Star Parsonage Building Fund and the Prai Church Building Fund. 

The land promised by the Municipality in exchange for the present parsonage was 

not given yet. The Building Fund with Methodist Headquarters stood at RM 

41,785.08.  
 

In 1983 the Full Membership was 120. Bibles donated by Mr. and Mrs. Caesar 

Wellington were given to all children during the Christmas party. The church 

contributed towards the Ministerial Training and Outreach work. From 1 July 

1984 Pastor Thana Raj served as the Assistant Pastor. The Full Membership was 

122. A video film was screened monthly in Malacca and Alor Gajah. Fasting and 

prayer on public holidays was introduced, apart from the regular Area Fellowship 

and Prayer meetings.  A new Church School was started in Alor Gajah. The 

parsonage was in the Methodist Girls’ School compound.  

 

In 1985 the Full Membership was 121. The ministry of TMC Malacca included 

the outreach work in Alor Gajah, Jasin, Merlimau, Asahan and Sagil. Regular and 

weekly Bible study sessions were held in Asahan, Sagil, Alor Gajah and Malacca. 

There were 25 children in the Church School in Malacca town.  

The Church School in Alor Gajah had 10 children with 3 to 4 Hindus joining the 

class occasionally. The Malacca Municipality conveyed to the church that the 

building will not be affected by the widening of the road. This meant that the 

congregation could worship at their present site. In 1986, just before Christmas, 

the church underwent some minor repairs and repainting costing RM 2,500.  
 



From 1987 to 1989 Rev. S. Duraisingam was the pastor. In 1987 the Full 

Membership was 133. TMC Malacca lost 91 members when they were transferred 

into Asahan/Sagil Local Conference. But there was an addition of 46 members 

(18 adult baptisms in the Alor Gajah circuit ministry) and 28 were restored. TMC 

Malacca had outreach work at Alor Gajah, Muar, Sungai Udang, Solok Duku, 

Alor Village, Jasin and Merlimau. There were 37 youths, mainly in the 

Outreaches. In 1988 the Full Membership was 146. The Alor Gajah Outreach 

grew in ministry as well as membership. They had a membership of 55. The 

Church Workers Mr. Albert Simon and Mr. D. Rajendran worked tirelessly to 

build this ministry. TMC Malacca recommended Alor Gajah Outreach to be made 

a Local Conference.  
 

In 1989 the Alor Gajah Outreach was formed as TMC Alor Gajah. The new 

parsonage plans were submitted to the Municipality. 
 

From 1990 to 1992, Rev. Stanley Sadagopan was the pastor. The Full 

Membership was 72. Worship service was at 9.30 am on Sundays. An average of 

25 adults attended. About 60 attended on first Sundays when there was Holy 

Communion. The work of the church was greatly affected by the ill health of the 

pastor but the church remained active. The location of the church was causing 

problems for the members. The building is at the junction of traffic lights and it 

was difficult to find parking space for cars near the church. In 1991 there was a 

major renovation costing RM 61,000. In September 1992, a porch was added to 

the church building. The cost of RM 13,000 was mainly paid by the late Mrs 

Miranda Rajadurai and the late Mrs Herbert Samuel.  
 

From 1993 to 2000, Rev. Justin Clarance was the pastor. In September 1994, a 

new vestry costing RM 26,000 was built behind the church to replace the one 

demolished by the Malacca Municipality in 1976. This new addition finally 

provided a place for the Church School and also the pastor’s office. In 1998, the 

original wooden windows from 1908 that were repeatedly infested with termites 

over the years were replaced with aluminium frame-work and sliding glass 

windows at a cost of RM 15,000. From 2001 to 2004 Rev. Jevaratnam was the 

pastor. The church was declared as part of “Historical Zone C” by the Melaka 

Government in 2003.  
 

The Church had come a long way since the missionary pioneers set the building 

in Kubu Road in 1908.  From 2005 to 2006 Rev. M.G. Thana Raj was the pastor. 

In 2005 the Full Membership was 72 and in 2006, it was 71. The university and 

college students attended the worship service regularly.  

 

Centennial Celebrations 

From 2007 to 2010 Rev. M. Tankaraj was the pastor.  

In April 2008, being the centenary year, the church geared for restoration and 

renovation works. With the help of generous donors, the church was able to 

complete the floor tiling work. During the period of renovation that lasted for two 

weeks in April 2008, church services were held at the Wesley Methodist Centre 

hall in Jalan Tranquerah.  



On 26 July the church had a special Thanksgiving Service. Bishop Dr. Hwa Yung 

delivered the Lord’s Message, entitled “Renewing Our Promises”. Also present 

was the TAC President Rev. P. Tevaraji.  At the Service, Madam Ruby 

Gurupatham donated a single-storey bungalow to the church and the Conference. 

The keys were handed over by Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Gurupatham in memory of 

the late Mr. and Mrs. P.D Isaac to the Bishop.   
 

In 2009 the Full Membership was 71. The Church planned to put up an “Upper 

Room” at the vestry and a new building at the present parsonage site. It was also 

noted that one third of the members fell in the seniors’ category. The DS noted 

that the Church in their effort to reach out was meeting twice a month in Pulau 

Gadong. In 2010, about 40 – 50 gathered for Sunday Service. There were 21 

members in the MSF and they actively participated in all the church activities.   
 

Sunday Evening Prayer Meetings 

From 2011 to 2014 Rev. Dr. Joseph Komar was the pastor. In 2011, repairs 

were done in the parsonage and initial work to restore the bungalow. Limited 

funds delayed the fencing of the property and the plans to add a floor at the office. 

Under the Christian Education Committee, Sunday evening Prayer Meetings were 

held in different homes near the Bukit Rambai area. The Church was encouraged 

by the fellowship, building of members and the presence of new seekers. The DS 

reported that it was the same set of people who continued to give leadership. In 

2012 the Full Membership was 68. About 25 people attended the fellowship 

gatherings.  
 

In 2013 the Church invited Rev. D.B. Kulothungan from India, to conduct 

meetings on how a Local Church can grow. He also visited the outreach work in 

Nyalas and Air Kuning and gave valuable input. The bungalow at Klebang was 

sold for RM 510,000. The Church and the parsonage were repainted. The Full 

Membership was 80. In 2014, the Full Membership remained at 80. The ministry 

at Air Kuning and Nyalas was affected due to family commitments of the person 

who was assisting. The youths met and were guided by the Ministerial student 

Mr. Ezekiel Raj. Due to the lack of funds the project to fence and add a floor to 

the church office was delayed.  
 

From January to June 2015, Rev. Mark Subramaniam was the pastor. From July 

to December, Rev. Anthony Panan was the pastor. Mr. Ezekiel Raj was posted 

as a One Year Practical Student from July to December. The Full Membership 

remained at 80. In 2016, Rev. Dr. Joseph Komar was the pastor. The church 

continued to have Cottage Prayer Meetings in the homes of the members. The 

Full Membership was 79.  

In 2017, Rev. Joseph Yesupatham was the pastor in charge.  Ministerial student 

Mr. Joel Zechariah served here full-time for his Practical Work. The Full 

Membership remained at 79. From 2018, Rev. Vincen Dass was the pastor. An 

average of 10 people attended the Friday Prayer Session. The Full Membership 

was 80.   
 



In 2019, Rev. Vincen Dass continued as the pastor. Mr. Immanuel Yowan is the 

Lay Leader and Datuk Dr. N. Rajagopal is the LCEC Chairperson. The Full 

Membership is 84. The church has no Cell or Small Groups but Home Prayer 

meetings are organized. There are no Outreaches. The number of members in the 

Agencies are as follows: MYF (14), MYAF (29), MSF (20) and MW (27). There 

are 16 children and 3 teachers in the Church School. The average attendance for 

the weekly Friday Prayer and Bible Study has increased to 20-30. 
 

Conclusion: When the local church building was built in 1908, there were 

members of four culturally different backgrounds - Chinese, English, Baba and 

Tamil speaking. Today the Tamil Church is the sole occupant of this church 

building. In 1969, the Full Membership of the church (which included those in 

the estates) was 130. The ministries in the estates developed and new local 

churches were formed. Today TMC Melaka has a Full Membership of 84. Placed 

in a town with a history that goes back to the time of the Portuguese, Dutch and 

the British rule in Melaka, it is not surprising that this church is surrounded by 

historical sites that draw many tourists. The local church is challenged to present 

an even more ancient Saviour, even Jesus Christ, to the unsaved in Melaka. This 

would surely build the church and bring glory to God.  

 

Sources:  
 

1. Centenary Celebration 1908 – 2008 Jeyapaul Samathanam Jesudasan  

2. Methodist Journals – MAC, TPAC and TAC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PASTORAL ROLL 

 

1918      Rev. Samuel Abraham 

1927 – 1932     Rev. J.J. Kovilpillai 

1932 – 1935     Rev. Edward Isaac 

1936 – 1937     Rev. Milton David 

1938 – 1940     Rev. Kingham Joseph 

1941 – 1944    Rev. J.V. Ayaduray 

1945     Rev. S.J. Arthur 

1946 – 1949     Rev. N.G. Manickam 

1950 – 1954     Rev. V.A. Subramaniam 

1955 – 1959    Rev. V.A. Chelliah 

1960 – 1962     Rev. Peter David  

1963 – 1964     Rev. John Abraham 

1965 – 1971     Rev. Paul Athimuthu 

1972 – 1986     Rev. Noel Arputharaj 

1987 – 1989     Rev. S. Duraisingam 

1990 – 1992     Rev. Stanley Sadagopan 

1993 – 2000    Rev. Justin Clarance 

2001 – 2005     Rev. Jevaratnam Sowria 

2006       Rev. M.G. Thana Raj 

2007 – 2010     Rev. M. Tankaraj 

2011 – 2014    Rev. Joseph Komar 

2015 January – June     Rev. Mark Subramanyam 

2015 July – December   Rev. Anthony Panan 

2016     Rev. Dr. Joseph Komar 

2017      Rev. Joseph Yesupatham 

2018 onwards    Rev. Vincen Dass  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lay Leaders/LCEC Chairpersons  

Year Lay Leader LCEC Chairperson 

1965 - 1973   Mr. P.D. Issac 

1974 - 1981 Mr. Azariah Rajendran Mr. P.D. Issac 

1982 - 1986 Mr. Azariah Rajendran Mr. Richard Dossan 

1987   
Mr. Richard Dossan,  

Mr. S. Doraisamy 

1987 - 1995     Mr. S. Doraisamy 

1996 Mr. John Jesudasan Mr. S. Doraisamy 

1997   Mr. S. Doraisamy 

1998 M. E.V. Nathan Mr. S. Doraisamy 

1999   Mr. S. Doraisamy 

2000 - 2003 Mr. E.V. Nathan Mr. S. Doraisamy 

2004 Mr. E.V. Nathan Mr. E.V. Nathan 

2005 Mr. Simon Mani Dr. N Rajagopal 

2006 Mr. Simon Mani Datuk Dr. N. Rajagopal 

2007 - 2008 Mr. Clement Datuk Dr. N. Rajagopal 

2009 - 2019 Mr. Emmanuel Yowan Datuk Dr. N. Rajagopal 

 

 

 

TMC Malacca church 
Mr. and Mrs. Thambiah one of 

the founder of the Tamil 

Church in Malacca in 1904 



KLANG 

  

The Early Years 

The Tamil Methodist Church in Klang was established in 1908 when 15 Tamil 

Methodists gathered to worship at what is now the Convent School at Jalan 

Tengku Kelana (then known as Rembau Street). The Rev S.W.V. Arumugam, a 

former clerk from Jaffna, Ceylon (Sri Lanka), served as the first pastor from 1914 

until his death in 1932. The Full Membership in 1914 was only 15. Rev. 

Arumugam ministered to the Tamil-speaking immigrants from India and Ceylon 

in Klang, Kuala Selangor and Banting. Young pastors from South India came and 

lived with him in Klang, among them was Rev Thangamuthu, Rev K.J. Timothy 

and Rev D. K. Gnananantham. Rev. Arumugam served as pastor for 18 years and 

reached out to the Tamils in the estates of Selangor.  
 

Ministry Extends to Port Swettenham 

Ministry was extended to Port Swettenham (Port Klang) and Kapar as early as 

1917. In 1930, the work extended to Banting and Sepang. The present sanctuary 

in Jalan Sultan was dedicated in 1925 by Bishop Titus Lowe.  The building cost 

$5000.  This sanctuary was shared by Tamil, Chinese and Wesley Methodist 

congregations.  In 1938, the Tamil Parsonage was built in Jalan Bukit Jawa at a 

cost of $4000.   Rev J.S. Arthur and his family were the first to occupy this 

parsonage.   
 

Becoming a Self-Supporting Church 

From 1950 – 1958, Rev. M. Thangamuthu was the Pastor. In 1951, the Full 

Membership was 62. In 1952, all outstanding debts on the current account were 

cleared. Regular worship services were conducted in the out-stations and estates. 

Steady increase in the church finance was reported. The opening of a Tamil 

school at Kapar was brought about by the efforts of Rev. Thangamuthu. Mr. S. 

Ratnasamy of Tanjung Malim was appointed headmaster of this school. In 1953, 

11 children and 8 adults were baptised and the Full Membership was 64. The 

Port Klang Outreach was organized. In 1955 the Klang church building was 

extended together with the construction of the Chinese Methodist Education 

Centre. The church grew and became self-supporting with sound finance. 
 

Kapar Outreach Organized 

In 1959, the Kapar Outreach was organized. In 1960 the church welcomed their 

new pastor the Rev. V.A. Subramaniam early in the year on transfer from 

Penang. The Pastor reported that eight Preparatory Members were received into 

Full Membership after 20 weeks of instruction. Six baptised adults were prepared 

for Full Membership. The Full Membership in 1968, when the TPAC was formed, 

was 166.  A Methodist Tamil Primary School was established in Kapar. In 1970 

Rev. Noel Arputharaj was the pastor. The Full Membership was 138. In 1971, 

there was a Church School in Seafield Estate which was conducted by the young 

people of the church. The Full Membership was 137. In 1971, Rev. Paul 

Athimuthu was the pastor until 12 August that year. 

 



Seafield Estate Outreach Ministry 

From 13 August 1971 – 1974, Rev. Francis Sunderaraj was the pastor. In 1972, 

the parsonage was renovated at a cost of about $ 3000. In August, the church 

conducted a VBS for the first time. In 1973, the Full Membership was 171. In 

1974, an Outreach Ministry was organized in the Seafield Estate (present day 

Puchong). The Full Membership was 183. Bishop T.R. Doraisamy visited the 

church in January and again in September.   
 

Outreach Ministry in Highlands Estate and Kampong Jawa 

From January to November 1975, due to the shortage of pastors, ministerial 

student Mr. Simon Chandran, agreed to delay his return to India to continue his 

theological studies to give pastoral help. His ministry was a great blessing. The 

Chinese Methodist Church moved out in 1976, after constructing their own 

building nearby.  During that same year, an Outreach Ministry was organized 

in the Highlands Estate (present day Bukit Tinggi). An Outreach ministry was 

also organized in Kampung Jawa. In 1977, although the record showed Full 

Membership as 211, the actual number was 160.  
 

Major Parsonage and Church Repairs 

From 1978 – 1989, Rev. James Solamadan was the pastor. In 1978, the newly 

formed choir enhanced the worship during the church services. Sister Amirthabai 

and Brother Samuel Ganesh Evangelistic Meetings were well attended. The 

church purchased a terrace house for RM 36,000 in Klang. In 1980, the church 

finances improved and they wanted a pastor of their own. 8 adults and 5 children 

accepted the Lord and were baptized.  The Full Membership was 220. In 1981, 

the old parsonage was renovated and was brought to good condition. In 1982, 

there were four Church Schools, one in Klang and the other three in Seafield 

Estate, Highlands Estate and Kampong Jawa. In 1983 the Full Membership was 

267. An Easter Fair was organised to raise funds. A Church Retreat was held on 

1 June and about 100 attended. There were three All Night Prayers. They spent 

RM 8000 on church repairs. In 1984, the Klang Church School had 80 children 

with 6 teachers. A Church Retreat was organised on 15 May in Morib. About 120 

attended. Brother Sadhu Chellapa was the special speaker and he spoke on the 

growth of the Church. It was a retreat that challenged its attendees. 
 

Sole Occupant in the Church 

From 1 January 1985 the Wesley Methodist Church moved to their own 

building, leaving the Tamil Methodist Church as the sole occupant of the 

sanctuary. In 1985, the Full Membership was 287. There were four Church 

Schools. Outreach work was also done in Harun Estate. A worship service was 

started in Shah Alam. In 1986, the Full Membership was 310. There were 21 

members received on transfer. Area Fellowships were started on Thursdays in 4 

places. Leaders were appointed and the pastor visited one Area Fellowship each 

week. Mr. C. Paul Arputharaj committed to fulltime ministry. In 1987, the Full 

Membership was 338. They bought an overhead projector to enhance the worship 

sessions during church services. 

 



80th Church Anniversary 

In 1988, the Full Membership was 377. In the Church School, Klang had 100 

children, Seafield had 40, Kg. Jawa had 30 and Highlands Estate 30. There were 

a total of 15 teachers. The children were taken to Templar’s Park for a picnic. The 

Young Adult Fellowship was formed. The Church celebrated its 80th 

Anniversary. This was the first time the church celebrated its anniversary. In 

1989, the Tamil Worship service was at 8.30 am and the English at 10.00 a.m. A 

Church School teachers’ training was held on the 7 - 8 March 1988. A Holy Spirit 

Seminar was held from 4 - 6 March 1988. The church bought a new Ford 

Econovan for about RM 29,000. This was a great help for the outreach work of 

the church. The Full Membership was 379.  
 

Focussing on Missions and Missionaries 

From 1990 – 1992, Rev. S. Duraisingam was the pastor. In 1990, there were two 

worship services, one in Tamil and one in English. Both the services were well 

attended. The Bible study was attended by about 70 people. In 1991, the Full 

Membership was 374. The church had one main bilingual service in Tamil and 

English at 9.00 am. There was an English service every 2nd, 3rd and 4th Sundays 

of the month at 10.45 am. About 40 people attended the Bible Study on Tuesdays 

at 7.30pm. Twelve people were selected for a twelve-week course on Preaching 

and Teaching. In 1992, the Full Membership increased from 374 to 407. Apart 

from supporting missionary Miss Usha Stanley, the church also supported two 

missionaries in India through India Evangelical Mission (IEM) and Friends 

Missionary Prayer Band (FMPB). More than 10% of the total income of the 

church was spent on Missions. The church continued to support their missionary 

Miss Usha, who was with the Doulos ministry. Weekly services were held on 

Sundays at 5.30pm in the Outreach homes in Puchong and Alam Mega. About 15 

adults attended these services.   
 

Consolidating Ministry  

In 1993, Rev. David Tharmakan, the newly elected TAC President, was the 

pastor. He was also the pastor of TMC Port Klang. The Full Membership was 

405. Ministerial student Mr. Sandireaseheran was posted here and he was a great 

help.  From December 1993 – 2000, Rev. C. Jayaraj was the pastor. In 1994, 

the Full Membership was 429. There were 7 Cell Groups meeting every 

Wednesday. Regular Friday Prayers were conducted and once a month All Night 

Prayer was also held. In 1995, the Full Membership was 434. There was an LCEC 

Retreat conducted by Rev P. Tevaraji. There was also a Navigators Cell Group 

Leaders’ Training in March as well as a Counsellors’ Training conducted by Rev. 

Justin Clarance. The Christian Education Committee periodically organised sale 

of Christian books.  In 1996, the Full Membership was 395. Fifty members were 

transferred out and fifty were removed by Local Conference Action. In 1997, 

there were 13 teachers and 84 children in the Church School. The MYF had 30 

members and similarly with the MW. A monthly Newsletter was published by 

the Christian Education Committee. There were 15 Cell groups which met on 

alternate Wednesdays. The leaders came on a weekly basis for training of the 

lessons. There were two main Outreach ministries.  



The Puchong Outreach was very vibrant. At the Kapar Outreach, the 

Children’s Ministry was conducted at the Kapar Chinese Methodist Church.  

In 1998, the Full Membership was 456. The Agape Fellowship (Senior Citizens) 

did hospital visitation, Home Prayer Meetings, Health Talks and Fellowship 

Programs. Tuition classes were also started at Kapar. In 1999, the Full 

Membership Roll was 443. The Christian Education Committee conducted two 

Marriage Enrichment Seminars by Rev. P. Tevaraji and Pastor Suresh Sundram. 

About 30 people attended an Evangelism Training Seminar conducted by Rev. 

Kulothungan. The Puchong Outreach saw growth. Ministerial student Timothy 

Krishnan served at the church on weekends. In 2000, the Full Membership Roll 

was 454  
 

Old Parsonage Demolished New Building Dedicated 

From 2001 till 2006, Rev. John Kovilpillai was the pastor. He retired in 2006. 

In 2001, the Full Membership was 461. Rev. Jayabalan was the Assistant Pastor. 

After the Lent Services, regular Friday Prayer Sessions took place. About 20 – 25 

attended. Special speakers were invited. In 2002, the Tamil Parsonage was 

demolished to make way for a three-storey building that would house a 

Multipurpose Hall, a new Parsonage, Church Office and other facilities. Also in 

2002, an Outreach Ministry was organized in Bukit Cheraka. In 2003, Rev. 

Ruben Kanagalingam was theAssistant Pastor. In the same year, the dedication 

of the new building was in January by Bishop Rev Datuk Dr Peter Chio was a 

major milestone in the history of this church and the culmination of a decade-long 

dream.  On 2 January 2005, the Puchong Outreach became a Local Church.  

In 2006 Rev. John Mathuni, the Supply Pastor, assisted Rev Kovilpillai. The 

Kapar Outreach Ministry moved out of the Kapar Chinese Methodist Church to a 

building of their own. This was on the grounds of the Methodist Tamil Primary 

School, after the school had relocated. The Kapar Methodist Mission Chapel was 

renovated at about RM 80,000. The Building Dedication was on 8 October.  
 

Beyond Centennial Celebration Full Membership Crosses 500 

In 2007 and 2008, Rev. Elanko Kannan was the pastor with Mr. Jeremiah 

Thomas, the seminary student. In 2007, the Full Membership was 428. The Kapar 

Outreach service was at 6 pm. with an average attendance of 40 – 50. In 2008, 

the Full Membership was 439. The Church celebrated their Centennial 

Celebration on 27 September. In 2009, Rev. Dr. A.E Joseph was the pastor 

with Church Worker Devarajah Balayah. The Full Membership was 508. In 2010, 

the church theme was: “Year of Promise”. The Full Membership was 516. The 

church published an Easter Newsletter. The MYF had a local camp. Mr. Edwin 

Mohan was sent to TMC Klang for ministry exposure. Local church member Mr. 

Kevin Paul Raj came forward for fulltime ministry. In 2011, the Full Membership 

was 513. The Church had a one-day outing to Kundang. The Church 

recommended Kapar to become a Local Conference. The recommendation 

was accepted at the 36th Session of TAC on 20 November 2011. There was a 

Fund Raising Dinner for Kapar on 29 October 2011.   

 

 



Giving Birth to a Local Church 

From 2012 – 2017, Rev. Jonathan Jesudas was the pastor. On 17 March 2012, 

the Kapar Outreach was constituted as a Local Conference. In 2013, the Full 

Membership was 510. There were four Cell Groups. The church started a Sports 

Ministry (football and badminton) and held their Family Camp at Bayu Beach 

Resort, Port Dickson from 20 – 21 April. In 2014 the Full Membership stood at 

514. The number of Cell Groups increased from 5 to 8. The church took over the 

Sentosa Outreach ministry from TMC Shah Alam. TMC Klang was part of the 

Migrant Ministry Klang (MMK). Weekly Batam and Nepali services were held 

in the church. In 2015, the pastor was assisted by retired pastor Rev. Joy Pandian. 

The Full Membership was 501. An average of 300 attended the Sunday worship 

services.  
 

From Commercial to Church Land 

In 2016, the Full Membership was 511. The Alpha Course was introduced. The 

church had 7 Cell Groups and they used Rev. Victor Vethamani’s book “Going 

On To Maturity. About 20 – 30 people attended the Sentosa ministry. Ministry 

among the Sri Lankans migrant workers was on Thursdays. Renovation was 

completed at the church house, which was occupied by the caretaker. The cost 

was RM 52,490. The Church Hall land title was converted from commercial land 

to church land on 17 November 2016.  In 2017, the Full Membership was 516. 

The Church had 5 Cell Groups and used the book “Little Foxes”. They adopted 

59 Myanmar children under GOH. Eight Nepalese were baptised. The average 

attendance at the Sentosa Outreach, which was held in a house, was 15. The 

MYAF was officially formed on 27 August 2017. The renovation of the church 

building was completed at a cost of RM 320,000 and the Rededication Service 

was held on 10 September 2017. The Federal Government gave RM 20,000 

through the MIC.  
 

From 2018, Rev. Vinsant Rayar was the pastor. In 2018, the Full Membership 

was 513. Seven members were received as Full Members through Confirmation. 

The Church has 8 Cell Groups. The church adopted 61 Myanmar children through 

GOH. The Sentosa Outreach Ministry stopped as an Outreach and the ministry 

was done through the Cell Group. A Musical Celebration Night was held on 14 

July 2018 under the theme: “Excellence in Worship.” About 250 believers 

attended the service.   
 

In 2019, Rev. Vinsant Rayar continued as the pastor with Rev. Jeyarajah as the 

Assistant Pastor. Mr. Paul Raj is the Lay Leader and Mr. Achu Naidu the LCEC 

Chairperson. The Full Membership is 522. The number of members in each 

Agency is as follows: MYF (27), MYAF (20), MSF (34) and MW (30). There are 

48 children and 10 teachers in the Church School. They have 2 Preaching Points, 

one in Setia Alam and another in Sentosa, Klang. There are 7 cell-groups: Taman 

Sentosa I (Mr. Anthony Louis), Taman Sentosa II – (Mr. Rajan), Kota Kemuning 

– (Mr. Achu Naidu), Bandar Botani, Baya Perdana & Bukit Tinggi – (Mrs. 

Jayanthi Jayaraj), Tepi Sungai – (Mr. Deva Dass), Shah Alam – (Mr. Jevanatham) 

and Palm Grove – (Mr. Edward).   
 



 

Conclusion: What began as a gathering of 15 Tamil Methodists in Klang 111 

years ago, has today grown to be TMC Klang with a Full Membership of 522. 

Initially the growth was very slow, in fact, after six years the Full Membership 

remained at 15. But by God’s grace, the church reached out to the Indians in the 

nearby towns and estates. Slowly Outreaches were established, which resulted in 

new local churches being established. The members were nurtured through Bible 

Studies and Small Groups. The community was reached through strong 

evangelistic efforts. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, people were drawn out of 

darkness into God’s holy light. Both the pastors and the lay people laboured 

earnestly and God gave the harvest. To Him alone belongs all glory and honour.     

 

 

Sources: 

1. Methodist Journals – MAC, TPAC and TAC 

2. Local Church Souvenir Programme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PASTORAL ROLL 

 

1908 – 1913     Lay Preachers 

1914 – 1932     Rev. S.W.V. Arumugam 

1919     Rev. Edward Isaac 

1933 – 1934     Rev. Devasagayam  

1935 – 1937     Rev. Ayadurai 

1938 – 1941     Rev. J.S. Arthur 

1939     Rev. D.K. Gnananantham 

1942     Rev. V.B. Paranjothi 

1942 Oct. – 1945   Rev. J.D. Asirvatham  

1946 – 1947    Rev. Milton David 

1948 – 1949     Rev. J.W.A. Kadirgamar 

1950 – 1958     Rev. M. Thangamuthu 

1959     Local Preachers 

1960 – 1961    Rev. V.A. Subramaniam 

1962     Rev. D.A. Chelliah 

1963 – 1965     Rev. Jacob Paul 

1966 Oct. – 1968    Rev. Samuel Ratnasamy 

1969 – 1970    Rev. Noel Arputharaj 

1971      Rev. Paul Athimuthu 

1972 – 1974    Rev. Francis Sunderaraj  

1975      Mr. Simon Chandran  

1976 – 1977 Sept   Rev. J.J. Retnarajah 

1977 Oct. – 1989    Rev. James Solamadan 

1990 – 1992     Rev. Duraisingam 

1993 till Nov     Rev. David Tharmakan  

1993 Dec – 2000   Rev. C. Jayaraj  

2001 – 2006    Rev. John Kovilpillai 

2007 – 2008     Rev. Elanko Kannan 

2009 – 2011    Rev. Dr A.E. Joseph 

2012 – 2017     Rev. Jonathan Jesudas 

2018 onwards    Rev. Vinsant Rayar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lay Leaders/LCEC Chairpersons  

Year Lay Leader LCEC Chairperson 

1977 - Mr. Thilambalam 
 - Mr. Edward Chellaiah 
 - Mr. David Segaran 
 Mr. Vethamanickam Mr. Jebaratnam 

1999 Mr. William Mr. Jeyarajah 

2000 Mr. William Mr.Samraj 

2001 - 2003 Mr. William Mr. Achu Naidu 

2004 Mr. Jebaratnam Mr. Achu Naidu 

2005 - 2007 Mr. Jebaratnam Mr. Samraj 

2008 Mr. Jeyarajah Mr. Arthur Jeremiah 

2009 - 2010 Mr. Achu Naidu Mr. Arthur Jeremiah 

2011 Mr. Achu Naidu Mr. Achu Naidu 

2012 Mr. Achu Naidu Mr. Arthur Jeremiah 

2013 Mr. Achu Naidu Mr. Anandan 

2014 Mr. Anandan Mr. Achu Naidu 

2015 - 2018 Mr. Achu Naidu Mr. Paul Raj 

2019 Mr. Paul Raj Mr. Achu Naidu 

 



SEREMBAN   

 

Pastors of the Early Years 

In 1904 Rev. Samuel Abraham of TMC Kuala Lumpur started Tamil work in 

Seremban. Land was acquired by the Methodist Church. In 1908 the work was 

established as a Local Church with Pastor G. Manuel as the Supply Pastor. In 

1913 the Tamil Work came under the “Tamil District” with Supply Pastor R.S. 

Raj. In 1916, the work spread to Port Dickson and Kuala Pilah under Brother A. 

Joseph. In 1919, a new brick church building was built and dedicated by Bishop 

Bickley.  Pastor Gnanaiah Paul was the Supply Pastor. In 1920, the pastor was 

Pastor Daniel Sundram and in 1924 Pastor D. Daniel.  From 1929 till 1935, 

Rev. M.R. Doraisamy was the Pastor with Rev. J.V. Ayaduray as the Assistant 

Pastor. In 1937 Rev. John Devasahayam was the Pastor. From 1938 till 1940, 

Rev. J.W.A. Kadirgamar was the Pastor. From 1941 till 1945 preaching was 

suspended due to the Second World War. 
 

Post Second World War Period 

From 1946 till 1950 Rev. J.V. Ayaduray was the Pastor and Rev. J.M. David 

was the Pastor from 1951 – 1958. In 1953 monthly worship services were held in 

Kuala Pilah and Port Dickson. In Tampin there was a small Tamil congregation 

and Rev. Thambidorai was in charge. The Tamil worship services were held in 

the Chinese Church. In 1955 Rev. J.M. David was also the principal of the ACAS. 

In 1957, the lease on the Parsonage was extended to 66 years. In 1958 Rev. Milton 

David postponed his retirement leave. The Church building in Seremban was used 

by 3 congregations – Chinese, Wesley and Tamil.  
 

From 1959 – 1965, Rev. J.A.P. Oswald was the Pastor. In 1959 the Full 

Membership rose from 60 to 79. There was a Church School at Kuala Pilah and 

at Lobak. The pastor also held worship services at Kuala Pilah, Labu, Port 

Dickson and Sepang (Sg. Pelek). Mrs. Catheresu (Rev. Oswald’s daughter) 

strengthened the Women’s and Youth work. In 1962 outstation work in Kuala 

Pilah, Port Dickson, Sg. Pelek and Labu was done regularly. From 1966 – 1968 

Rev. V.A. Supramaniam was the Pastor. Rev. Sam Kamaleson preached in a 

Three Day Crusade.  
 

Post TPAC 

From 1969 to 1970, Rev. James Solamadan was the Pastor. The Full 

Membership in 1969 grew from 81 to 156. In 1970 the MW, under the leadership 

of Mrs. E.P. Thambirajah, raised RM 300 towards the painting of the Church. 

From February 1971 to January 1975, Rev. J.J. Ratnarajah from Sri Lanka 

was the Pastor. In 1971 the Full Membership was 139 and in 1975 it dropped to 

118. Rev. & Mrs. Ratnarajah’s ministry impacted the spiritual life of the people 

and increased their giving. The church conducted a Food and Fun Fair and cleared 

a part of their old outstanding debt. In 1972 the Tampin services were held in the 

homes of four families. In 1973 the church organised a Food Sale to meet their 

financial need. In 1974 the spiritual awakening in the church brought an increase 

in the church attendance and finance.  



The MW settled the parsonage’s Assessment Bill. The Church School became 

popular in the town and children of non-members and from other faiths joined. In 

February 1975 Rev. and Mrs. Ratnarajah went on furlough. Rev. Noel 

Arputharaj covered from February to May 1975. From June 1975 to 1977, 

Rev. C. Pandian was the pastor. Mrs. E.M. Kulasingam helped to form a choir. 

In 1977 three needy families were helped with cash, children’s uniforms, fees and 

exercise books. The pastor visited Kajang for ministry, where there were six 

Methodist families.  
 

Church purchased a Terrace House 

From January – April 1978, Ministerial Student on Practical Break Mr. Denison 

Jayasooria served. From May 1978 – 1983 Rev. Peter Devadason was the 

Pastor. In 1981, a terrace house was purchased in Seremban. The Government 

acquired the parsonage land for development and paid a compensation of RM 

350,000. A special Tuesday service was initiated by Mr. Denison for the English 

speaking members in Kuala Pilah. Rev. Peter also started services in Tampin. 

Church Schools were started in Lobak and the one at Temiang was strengthened. 

The MW continued to help the church pay the parsonage assessment of RM 150 

and other projects. In 1979 non-Christians saw the power of Christ through the 

church’s healing ministry. Drug addicts and ex-convicts were guided and given 

shelter.  
 

Ministry Challenges   

The Tampin worship services which were held on the first Sunday of every 

month were discontinued, after a written request by the Lutheran church. They 

had stationed a full-time Lutheran pastor there recently. In Bahau – worship 

services were held on Thursdays until the St. Mark’s Padre, Rev. Batten wrote a 

letter referring to the unofficial understanding that the churches decided not to 

compete. In Kuala Pilah, the weekly Tuesday evening services held in the 

Chinese Methodist Church was stopped after the Chinese pastor wrote to say that 

their church building could no longer be used. The Prison Work had to stop as 

it had changed to a drug rehabilitation centre. However, meetings in Bradwell 

Estate were initiated and pioneer work among the Hindus was started in Pajam.   
 

Consolidating Ministry 

In 1980 the Full Membership was 215. The Worship services at Seremban and 

Sungai Pelek were held at 9:30 am and 11:30 am. English Missionary Service 

was started on Sunday evenings. Evangelists from India, Mr. Gnaniah and Mr. 

Sam Jebadurai conducted Evangelistic Meetings. Lay Training was conducted by 

Mr. George Emmanuel, Mr. Kovalan, Mr. Dennison and Mr. Jayaraj. A.V.L. 

ministry led by Rev. Ronny Kon screened a film for the Local Church.  

 

A working committee was formed with the aim of organizing a Local Conference 

in Sungai Pelek.  About 8 youths attended the Youth Institute in Port Klang. The 

Building Committee deposited RM 21,500 with the T.A.C.  An Adult Fellowship 

was formed.  
 



In 1981, the Seremban Circuit included Sungai Pelek, Tampin, Port Dickson, 

Bahau and Bradwell. The Full Membership was 208. A terrace house was 

purchased at RM 59,000 and was given for rent to clear the loan taken from the 

Trustees. The parsonage and land (leasehold land) was taken by the State 

Government for developing the Bus Station and Taxi stand. The sum offered by 

the District Office was RM 350,000. The church accepted this compensation, but 

under protest. Mr. Lionel Kulasingam and Mr. Daniel Iyakannu came forward for 

full time ministry.  
 

Hosting Conference Youth Institute 

In 1982 the Full Membership was 271. The whole church was involved in 

successfully hosting the Youth Institute which had 270 participants. In Tampin, 

a semi-detached house was rented and regular ministries were carried out. The 

church recommended Sungai Pelek to be organized as a Local Conference at the 

Second Local Conference. The recommendation was accepted at the 1982 Tamil 

Annual Conference. The Building Fund stood at RM 334,496.49. In 1983 the Full 

Membership was 182. Monthly services were held in Port Dickson, Tampin, 

Balong, Kuala Pilah, Conemera, Semenyih and Mantin. The church bought a 

piece of land in the Mukim of Rasa (Lots No. 275/3902 and 276/3902) for 

RM88,750 and this was consecrated by Bishop C.N. Fang on 4 April 1983. The 

church had approximately RM 270,000 with the A.E.C. of the Methodist Church. 

They had plans to build a multi-purpose hall, parsonage and Prayer Tower. 

Sungai Pelek Outreach became a Local Conference on 21 August 1983.  
 

From 1984 – 1986 Rev. S. M. Sadagopan was the Pastor. In 1984 the Full 

Membership was 181. In 1985 the Church School teachers had a training 

conducted by Mrs. Susan Sadagopan. In 1986 the Full Membership was 207. The 

Church School gave RM 50 to the Sarawak Iban work as a missionary gift. From 

1987 to 1989 Rev. A.E. Joseph was the Pastor. In 1987 the Full Membership was 

232. The church had six outreach points: (a) Senawang Jaya and Rasah (b) 

Perhentian Tinggi Estate (c) Paroi Estate – New Point (d) Simpang 

Pertang/Bahau/Kuala Pilah (e) Port Dickson and (f) Tampin. They established 

neighbourhood Bible study groups. With a regular teaching on tithing, the church 

finance improved. The members were taught Christian values through the 

literature and tape ministry. Leadership was strengthened through: (a) A retreat 

for the LCEC (b) more lay people taking up the Lay Preacher’s Course. (c) 

encouraging church elders to tithe and be involved in the outreach ministries. The 

building project to erect a parsonage on Lot 276 and a multipurpose hall on Lot 

275 was discontinued because of practical problems with the land condition. 

Also, there was no pressing need for a parsonage. The titles of the lots were 

labelled “Residential” by the Land Office and “Community” by the Town 

Planners. 
 

In 1988 the Full Membership was 240. A total of nine revival-evangelistic 

meetings were organised. Two members were honoured with titles - Mr. Victor 

Suppiah (P.J.K.) and Mr. Krishnan (P.K.L.). Area Prayer Cell Groups were 

initiated. The church gave for outside the local church causes: Bukit Rotan – RM 



1,202; Kepala Batas RM 1,000 and Cha’ah RM 348. The church revised the plan 

to build only a hall on the two lots (lots 275 and 276 in Bukit Tembuk) and buy a 

house nearby for the purpose of a parsonage. In 1989 the Full Membership was 

269. The church’s decision to amalgamate the two lots into one for the building 

of a large hall was discussed and approved at the TAC Executive Board meeting 

on 30 September 1989.  
                 

Double-Storey Semi-Detached House for Parsonage  

From 1990 to 1991, Rev. James Solamadan was the Pastor. In 1990 the Full 

Membership was 282. In 1991 the church bought a double-storey semi-detached 

house for RM 145,000 to be used as a parsonage. It was dedicated by Bishop 

Denis C. Dutton. The former parsonage was put up for sale. The church tried to 

build a hall on the land that was bought 9 years ago. They had RM 272,000 in 

their Building Fund. From 1992 to 1993 Rev. Solomon Abraham was the pastor. 

In 1992 the Full Membership was 243. Their four Outreach Preaching Points 

were: Tampin, Serting, Port Dickson, Simpang Pertang with Tampin being the 

largest of the four. After buying the semi-detached parsonage, the church sold 

their old parsonage. In 1993 the church booked a three-storey shop lot for RM 

276,000 
 

From 1994 – 1999 Rev. Devarakam John (Herbert) was the Pastor. In 1994 the 

Full Membership was 244. About 35 people from the Senawang/Loop 

Road/Seremban Jaya/Taman Jujor areas met on Wednesdays for Bible Study and 

about 35 people around Temiang/Templer and Lobak areas met on Thursdays for 

Bible Study. In 1995 the Full Membership was 271. There was a ministry in Port 

Dickson among the Indonesian workers and Sarawak soldiers. Payment was 

completed for the three-storey shop lot and the C.F. was received. The building 

was declared open by the Conference President, Rev. David Tharmakan on 

5 November 1995.  
 

The Spirit of Giving 

In 1996 the Full Membership dropped to 217. The church helped TMC Tangkak 

purchase a building for worship. They also gave about RM11,000 towards 

Missions. In 1997 the Full Membership was 237. The youths gave RM15 a month 

for the needs of TMC Asahan and the MW gave RM 50 a month towards the 

ministry of TMC Asahan. The church sponsored the MMM ministry in Kuala 

Krai for the year 1997 and committed to contribute RM22,000 towards this 

ministry. The church set aside RM40, 000 for the church building project of TMC 

Tangkak. The church gave RM 400 per month towards the ministry of TMC 

Asahan. 

 

In 1998 the Full Membership was 261. About 140 people attended the church’s 

15 cell groups on Tuesdays. With the help of ministerial student, Mr. Joseph 

Yesupatham, the work in Serting greatly improved. The ladies collected 1 cent, 5 

cents and ‘Pidi Arisi’ to give towards Missions. The church gave RM12, 262 for 

Missions (10% of the income). They also gave RM 3, 653 for the Taiping building 

fund and set aside RM5,000 for the Tamil Settlement Tamil School Project. They 



gave RM2,400 for the Asahan church to help them with their Conference 

Commitments and loaned RM28,000 to the Alor Gajah church to purchase a 

parsonage. They also purchased 6 short wave radios for the KHMU people of 

Laos to hear a Gospel broadcast.  
  
In 1999 the Full Membership rose to 298. The MYF organised a football 

tournament and raised RM6,586.52 for J.E. Children’s Education Fund. The 

church gave RM40,000 to T.M.C. Tangkak for their parsonage project, RM6,500 

for the Eastern District Pastoral Support, RM50,000 as an interest free loan to 

TMC Ulu Klang, RM15,000 towards MMM, RM500 to an Orang Asli settlement 

to purchase instruments, RM1,150 for the Love Komering Project and RM3,000 

to STM. 
 

Crossing the 300 Mark in Full Membership 

From 2000 – 2001 Rev. Joseph Komar was the Pastor. In 2000 the Full 

Membership was 291. The Church School had a training program with Ms. Leela 

Manasseh of India. The church supported Serting ministry by paying for the rental 

of a shop house. This building was dedicated on 23 September 2000. Ministerial 

students, Mr Reuben Kanagalingam, Mr Timothy Krishnan and Mr. Edward 

Devadason helped in the ministry. In 2001 the Full Membership was 324, crossed 

300 for the first time. The church finance was good. 25% of their income went 

for needs outside the local church. A coordinator was appointed for the MSF 

ministry. 
 

From 2002 – May 2008 Rev. David Tharmakan was the Pastor. In 2002 the Full 

Membership was 320. Evangelistic work was done in Sau Betong estate. The 

Social Concerns Committee spent more than RM6,000 to help the needy. In 2003 

the Full Membership was 370. Children aged 13 – 17 were grouped as the 

Methodist Young Rangers (MYR). They were taught various topics on how  to 

develop Godly character. In 2004 the Full Membership was 382. Ministerial 

students Mr. Kunabalan and Mr. Jeremiah Thomas served in this church. In 2005 

the Full Membership was 392. Many Hindu families attended the worship 

services. The Church Prayer Day was once a month and about 80 attended. 
 

Crossing the 400 Mark in Full Membership 

In 2006 the Full Membership was 410, crossing 400 for the first time. Many 

foreign Indian nationals attending became members, after a 6 month period. A 

membership update was done and names of those who had left the church or could 

not be traced, were removed. One church member, Pastor James Kuttan was 

placed in Serting. This Outreach lacked leadership and finance to become a Local 

Church. In 2007 the Full Membership was 479. The Full Membership at Mahsang 

/ Serting Outreach was 113. Port Dickson Outreach had 25 members. This 

Outreach was in existence for more than 40 years, but had not progressed. Rev. 

Joseph Komar took charge from June to December 2008. Church workers 

included Mr. James Kuttan and Mr. Sam Pakianathan. In 2008 the Full 

Membership was 475. The lay leaders together with Rev. Dr. Joseph Komar, kept 

the church united during their recent trying times. 
 



Senawang Outreach 

From 2009 – 2013 Rev. Sandireaseheran was the Pastor. In 2009 the Full 

Membership was 479. The MW adopted the Mantin work as their “pet project”. 

The church adopted 43 children under the “Gift of Hope” child adoption program 

by MMM. They also sent 3 teachers to Myanmar for their Annual VBS. The 

church started their third Outreach in Senawang in July. An average of 70-80 

people attended on Sundays at 7.30 am. The Mahsan Outreach had 104 members 

but their finance was not enough to become a Local Conference. More than 90% 

of its members earned less than RM1,000 a month. Members were also leaving 

in search of jobs. 
 

In 2010 Pastor Richard Lawrence was appointed as the Assistant Pastor. The Full 

Membership was 464. The church adopted a missionary in Nepal and a Missions 

Centre in Myanmar. The Senawang Outreach celebrated its 1st anniversary on 15 

August. The Port Dickson work moved into a new building in Lukut. In 2011 Mr. 

K. Saravanan, a Pre-Ministerial Candidate was posted here. Mr. Jonathan 

Arulanthu, a Pre-Ministerial Candidate, also helped. The Full Membership 

dropped to 402. One youth went to the Hatyai TEACH Centre, for a six month 

short term missions exposure program. The church supported one TAC 

ministerial student financially. It organised the “Easter Carnival” to raise funds 

for the family camp. The carnival made a profit of RM20,000. The church 

purchased a new 3 storey shop house which would be used for its Outreach 

ministry in Senawang once the renovation works were completed. They were 

expected to move into the new building by the end of November.  
 

Double-Storey Shop-Lot for RM480,000 in Pekan Mahsan, 

In 2012 the Full Membership was 406. They started the migrant ministry among 

the Nepalese. They supported the STM Tamil Library fund by giving a sum of 

RM5,000. Confirmation classes were conducted in all the outreaches and in the 

main church. Small Group meeting which is a potential for church growth was 

not tapped well because of the lack of leadership. The church purchased a double 

storey shop-lot for RM480,000 in Pekan Mahsan, Daerah Jempul, Negeri 

Sembilan.  
 

LCEC Chairperson Commissioned Part-Time Church Worker 

In 2013 Pre Ministerial Student Mr. Mohan Raj was posted here. The Full 

Membership was 403. A small group of about 5 to 10 Nepalese met in Senawang. 

In the Senawang Outreach, a Pro Tem Committee was set up and new members 

were seen in the church on Sundays. In Mahsan Outreach, follow up was done 

and Mr Henry Jeremiah, the LCEC Chairperson who gave good leadership. He 

was commissioned by the church to be a Part-Time Church Worker here.  

In 2014 Rev. Raymond Raj was the Pastor with Pastor Vijaiadass Vedanayagam 

as the Assistant Pastor. In 2014 the Full Membership was 343. Light house 

prayers were held at the parsonage every Friday. Bible study was conducted on 

Wednesdays by Rev. Raymond Raj and Pastor Vijaiadass in Senawang. The 

church spent RM15,000 to renovate, repaint and refurnish the parsonage. The 

local church rejoiced at the formation of their Outreach in Bahau into a Local 



Church on 23 February 2014. In 2015 Rev. Dr. Joseph Komar was the pastor 

with Pastor Vijaiadass continuing as the Assistant Pastor. Mr. Timothy Raj was 

the weekend Practical Work Student at Senawang. The Full Membership was 

378. The church was renovated and all the three churches shared the cost. TMC 

Seremban’s share was RM78,000. One significant happening was the “Perinba 

Thiruvizha”, an evangelistic meeting. 
 

From 2016 onwards Rev. Joseph Yesupatham was the Pastor. In 2016 and 

2017, the Full Membership remained at 375. The first Wednesdays were observed 

as a prayer day and an average of 30 people faithfully attended this prayer session. 

Six individuals served as local church evangelists and three members of the 

church completed their training programme at the Conference’s School of 

Evangelism. There was a Preaching Clinic. Financial Support to MMM was 

RM25,000. Several individuals went on short term mission trips to Myanmar, 

India, Sri Lanka and Kuching. Three young people served as full-time Missions 

staff in three various Mission Organisations within the country. In 2018 the Full 

Membership was 379. There were 10 local Church Evangelists. 
 

In 2019, Rev. Joseph Yesupatham is the pastor. The Full Membership is 379. 

The membership in the Agencies is as follows: MYF (25), MYAF (24), MSF 

(40) and MW (38).There are 35 children and 6 teachers in the Church School. 

They have three Cell Groups – Seremban 2, Rasah and Ampangan. They have 

one Outreach in Senawang.   
 

Conclusion: TMC Seremban is a model church for Christian giving. In the 1970s, 

there were occasions, when the church’s financial condition was bad. The local 

women came to the rescue. They raised funds to meet specific needs. The church 

also organised food sales and held Food and Fun Fair in 1975 to help overcome 

the church’s financial shortage. The youths gave RM15 a month for the needs of 

TMC Asahan and the MW gave RM 50 a month towards the ministry of TMC 

Asahan. In 1987 there were teachings on tithing and the church finance improved. 

In 1998 the ladies collected 1 cent, 5 cents and ‘Pidi Arisi’ to give towards 

Missions. In 2002 The Social Concerns Committee spent more than RM6,000 to 

help the needy. The evangelistic work of the church over the years is 

commendable, seeing the many Outreaches that were established. They bought 

buildings to establish God’s work. In their weakness, God gave grace. Having 

been made strong, they reached out to help many needy churches.  All glory goes 

to God for making this possible. 
 

Sources:  
 

1. Methodist Journals – MAC. TPAC, TAC 

2. TMC Seremban Centennial Celebration 1908 – 2008 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PASTORAL ROLL 

 

1908     Pastor G. Manuel  

1913      Pastor R.S. Raj  

1919     Pastor Gnaniah Paul  

1920      Pastor Daniel Sundram 

1924      Pastor D. Daniel 

1929 – 1935     Rev. M.R. Doraisamy 

1937     Rev. John Devasahayam  

1938 – 1940     Rev. J.W.A. Kadirgamar  

1941 – 1946     War Years 

1946 – 1950     Rev. J.V. Ayaduray 

1951 – 1958     Rev. Milton David  

1959 – 1965     Rev. J.A.P. Oswald 

1966 – 1968     Rev. V.A. Supramaniam 

1969 – 1970     Rev. James Solamadan 

1971 Feb. – Jan. 1975    Rev. J.J. Ratnarajah  

1975 Feb – May   Rev. Noel Arputharaj 

1976 June – 1977    Rev. C. Pandian 

1978 Jan. April    Pastor Denison Jayasooria  

1978 May – 1983    Rev. Peter Devadason  

1984 – 1986    Rev. Stanley Sadagopan 

1987 – 1989     Rev. A.E. Joseph 

1990 – 1991     Rev. James Solamadan 

1992 – 1993     Rev. Solomon Abraham 

1994 – 1999     Rev. Devarakam John (Herbert) 

2000 – 2001     Rev. Joseph Komar 

2002 – 2008 May   Rev. David Tharmakan  

2008 June – Dec.   Rev. Joseph Komar  

2009 – 2013     Rev. Sandireaseheran  

2014      Rev. Raymond Raj 

2015      Rev. Joseph Komar 

2016 onwards     Rev. Joseph Yesupatham  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LAY LEADERS/LCEC CHAIRPERSONS  

         

Year Lay Leader LCEC Chairperson 

1988 - 1991 Mr. Michael Vasu Mr. James Guna (1988 - 2002) 

1992 - 2001 Mr. Henry Jeremiah Dr. Paul Chelliah 

2002 Dr. Paul Chelliah Dr. Paul Chelliah 

2003 - 2008 Mr. Alex Mohan Mr. Henry Jeremiah 

2009 - 2011 Mr. Vijaya Varma Mr. Henry Jeremiah 

2012 - 2013 Mr. James Prakash Mr. Henry Jeremiah 

2014 Mr. James Prakash Mr. C.A.Ranjit 

2015 - 2018 Mr. S. N. Rajah Mr. C.A.Ranjit 

2019 Simon Gabriel Mr. C.A.Ranjit 

 



TELUK INTAN 

 

The Beginnings 

The Tamil Methodist work in Teluk Intan began in 1905 as one of the outreach 

and preaching points of TMC Ipoh. This continued until 1914. It was made into 

a “minor church” with Rev Kohlhoff as the Pastor. The worship service was held 

in the Teluk Anson ACS. Only in 1916, was the Tamil work organized as a Local 

Church with a Full Membership of 30. The ministry was extended to Ratanui 

and Bagan Datuk Estates and became part of the church circuit. The work was 

among Tamils as well as the Telugus. 
 

The Early Pastors 

The early Pastors who served from 1917 include Rev. Edward Isaac, Rev. L.A 

Samuel and Rev. J.J. Kovilpillai. In 1919 an Epworth League was formed and 

it had 55 members in the Senior Group and 22 in the Junior Group. There were 

67 children in the Church School. From 1921 – 1923 Rev. S.S. Pakianathan was 

the Pastor. In 1921 the site for a new parsonage and church costing $3,500 was 

donated by the Sabapathy family. From 1924 – 1927 Rev. M. R. Doraisamy was 

the Pastor. By 1927 the church and its circuit had a Christian community of 800 

(450 Telegus and 350 Tamils).  
 

The New Church Building 

Mr S. Sabapathy supported and helped in the growth of the Tamil work in Teluk 

Anson. Unfortunately, he went to be with the Lord in December 1918. 

Nevertheless, his wife Mrs Sabapathy carried his passion. She promised $5,000 

to erect a new church. Later she purchased a new site for $3,500.00 and presented 

it for the building of a new church in Teluk Anson. In 1936 the foundation stone 

for the church was laid by Bishop Rev Edwin Lee. The church building cost 

$6,780.00 and was dedicated on 5 April 1936 which was Palm Sunday. 

However, there were insufficient funds to purchase any other furniture. Hence, 

the old benches were used. The Communion Railing, Communion Table and 

pulpit were given by Mr P. Gnaniah. 
 

The Other Early Pastors 

From 1928 to 1958 the following served as pastors:- Rev. Edward Isaac (1928 

– 1929); Rev. M.J. David (1930 – 1935); Rev. V. Devasahayam (1936); Rev. 

D. John (Supply in 1937); Rev. V.B. Paranjothy (1938); Rev. Kingham Joseph 

(1939 – 1941); Rev. J.D. Asirvatham (1946 – 1951); Rev. John Abraham 

(1952) and Rev. A.G.J. Rasanayakam (1953 – 1958).  
 

The Challenging Years 

The years 1934 to the late 1940’s were very challenging. The church neglected 

the work in the estates such as Ratanui Estate and the Bagan Datok area. The 

church records are silent on the reasons for the loss in membership. This tragic 

situation could have been due to war when many Indians were taken to Siam for 

forced labour. Another factor was that a large number of Indians went back to 

India. However, by the grace of God, from 1951 onwards the Church grew 

steadily in membership and in giving. 



An Exemplary Member 

In January 1954, the DS, Rev. Athimuthu, reported: “The church had a good 

year under the pastoral care of Rev. & Mrs. Rasanayakam. It will not be out of 

place to say that one devoted member of the Tamil Church is contributing $50 

every month towards the support of the church. If we had a few such members in 

other churches, we need not worry about the support of our churches. Rev. 

Rasanayakam visits Christian members in 15 estates.” Here we have an indication 

of the depth of commitment of the lay as well as the clergy. In 1955 the 

congregation, though small, was liberal in giving and took a keen interest in the 

work of the church. Rev. Rasanayakam was truly a Methodist circuit worker. He 

visited more than 20 estates in his itinerary. He spent ten days of every month 

ministering to the spiritual needs of the Tamil Christians who were scattered in 

all the estates.  
 

Estate Fragmentation, Unemployment and Work Permit Restrictions 

In December 1957 Rev. Rasanayakam, after a faithful service of 23 years in 

Malaya, went to Ceylon on a five month holiday. During his absence no one could 

be found to do his estate work and so the work was neglected but it was revived 

after he arrived in September. He reported 116 Full Members, 149 Preparatory 

Members, 2 adult baptisms and 10 infant baptisms. Also, in 1958, the church was 

affected by the fragmentation of estates and transfer of members. The Full 

Membership in 1958 was only 60. 
  
Rev. K.J. Timothy was the Pastor from 1959 – 1960. After this Rev. V.A. 

Chelliah was the Pastor from 1961 – 1979. He served the church for 18 years. 

Rev. Chelliah had the added responsibility of serving both the General 

Conference and Annual Conference as the Secretary. In addition, starting from 

the late 1960’s and early 1970’s, unemployment and work permit restrictions 

affected the church members living in the estates. Since 1973, many young people 

started leaving the estates seeking jobs in bigger towns like Kuala Lumpur. Even 

though from 1975 onwards there was positive church growth, the young people 

continued to move to other towns for jobs and studies. From 1980 – 1981 Rev. 

Devadass Ratnam was the Pastor. In 1981, the film “Jesus” was screened to 

expose the non-Christians to the Gospel. From 1982 – 1985 Rev. Jacob David 

was the Pastor. In 1982, the church had a retreat for the LCEC. In 1983, a major 

evangelistic meeting was held and many Hindus attended. In 1984, concerted 

effort was taken to teach tithing and how the church could be a witnessing 

community. In 1985, a new Church School was started in Nova Scotia Estate. 
 

Reaching Out More to the Estates 

In 1986 the Full Membership was 83. The church updated its membership 

records. Mr. Selwyn Anamtham was the Church Worker and the church fully met 

his expenses. The Church School ministry went on well with 50 children and 6 

teachers.  

 

 



Mrs. Alice Selwyn gave good leadership and organised a teachers’ training. The 

church had outreach ministry in 6 places: Bidor, Bikam Estate, Sungkai, Sengai 

Estate, Bonapdana Estate and Ulu Bernam Estate. All these places were visited 

on a weekly basis except for Bonapdana which was visited monthly.  
 

Strengthening Children and Youth Ministries 

In 1987 the Full Membership was 95. Two families were baptised in January. 

Organ or piano music was sadly missing in this church. The Church school 

ministry in Teluk Intan, Nova Scotia and Torkington Estate totalled 63 children. 

A VBS was conducted in November 1986 for 5 days. About 76 children accepted 

Jesus as their personal Saviour. The MYF grew from 6 to 16. In 1988 Church 

Worker Mr. A. Selwyn served the church. Full Membership was 106. The 

Christian Education Committee started a Tamil Class for those who could not 

read and write Tamil. About 14 attended the class.   
 

New Parsonage 

In 1985 there was an urgent need to replace the dilapidated parsonage built in 

1931.Once the Trustees signed the Parsonage Building Plans, the old parsonage 

was demolished in 1987. The new parsonage was erected in the old site in 1988 

at a cost of around RM 50,000. It was dedicated by the then, TAC President Rev 

John Kovilpillai on 9 October 1988. The cost of the building was RM 46,000. 

The church was short of RM 8,000 
 

From 1989 – 1992 November, Rev. Justin Clarance was the Pastor. He began 

his ministry in January 1989 and the Full Membership was 97. The average 

church attendance was about 50 – 60 members. In 1990 the Full Membership was 

93. The Outreach work in Sabak Bernam and Sungkai was encouraging. In 1991 

the Full Membership was 87.  
 

Strengthening Outreach Work 

From 1992 December – 1997, Rev. Stanley M. Sadagopan was the Pastor. In 

1992 the Full Membership was 88 and in 1993 it was 87. The Common Toilet 

Project was completed in July. In 1993 about 50 members attended service. The 

church had outreach ministries in Bidor, Sungkai, Sabak Bernam and Ulu 

Bernam. A second-hand van was bought. In 1994 the Full Membership increased 

to 101. The pastor went for a refresher program in New Zealand for three months. 

Ministerial Student Mr. Dennis Raj was very helpful when the pastor was away. 

20 youths were received into Full Membership through Confirmation on 8 May 

1994. MYF meetings were held fortnightly under the guidance of the pastor’s 

wife Mrs Susan Sadagopan. In 1995 the Full Membership was 114. There was 

outreach work in three areas - Bidor-Sungkai, Tapah and Ulu Bernam. Supply 

Pastor Seenivasagam ministered in the Tapah and Bidor/ Sungkai area and he 

developed the work there. There were about 35 resident members in the 

Tapah/Bidor/Sungkai area. In 1996 the Full Membership was 101. In the absence 

of a worker for Tapah/Bidor/Sungkai areas, the church transferred the Tapah 

ministry back to TMC Kampar.  

 



There were two Church Schools - one in Teluk Intan and one in Sungkai. The 

Teluk Intan Church School met at 8am and had 20 children and 5 teachers. The 

Sungkai Church School met fortnightly on Sunday afternoons with 15 children. 

Five teachers went there on a rotational basis with two teachers going at any one 

time.  
 

80th Anniversary Celebration 

The 80th Anniversary Celebration/Thanksgiving Service was held on 7 

September 1996 at 6pm. and was attended by 250 people. It was followed by an 

Anniversary Dinner which was attended by about 320 people. The Bishop Datuk 

Dr. Denis C. Dutton and the TAC President Rev. David Tharmakan graced 

the occasion. Former members and former pastors with their families came from 

far and near. In 1997 the Full Membership was 91. There was outreach work in 

two places – fortnightly in Sungkai (on Sundays and 10 – 15 adults attended). In 

Ulu Bernam, worship services were conducted once a month in the home of a 

member. Regular visits were made to Sabak Bernam.       
 

Some years earlier, TMC Teluk Intan had allowed the Chinese Methodist Church 

to build a parsonage in its compound. Later, the Chinese Methodist Church 

bought a piece of land and built a multi-purpose hall to be used as their sanctuary 

and pastor’s residence. When the Chinese Methodist Church moved out in 1997, 

TMC Teluk Intan bought over the former Chinese Methodist Church parsonage 

for RM 5,000. They planned to build a hall where the Chinese Methodist 

parsonage stood but the plan did not materialise. This building was converted to 

be the church’s Christian Education Centre.  
 

From 1998 – 1999 Rev. Dennis Raj was the Pastor. In 1998 the Full Membership 

was 82. All LCEC members were actively involved in the ministry. In 1999 the 

Full Membership was 95. Weekly services were held in Sungkai and Bidor. In 

2000 Rev. Barnabas Baskaran was the Pastor. The Full Membership was 94. 

Worship Services were well attended, with an average of 65 members at Teluk 

Intan and 14 at Sungkai Outreach. Area Fellowships were conducted in five 

different places.  
 

In 2001 Rev. Stanley M. Sadagopan was the Pastor and the Full Membership 

was 94. Cell Groups were held fortnightly in two places in the homes of members- 

Teluk Intan on Fridays and Bidor/Sungkai on Thursdays. There was outreach 

work in Sungkai. In 2002 Rev. Abraham Selvanayakam was the Pastor till 

August, when he resigned. From September 2002, Rev. Mark Subramanyam 

was the pastor.  The Full Membership was 101. Financially the church was stable 

and the lay leadership was strong. These factors helped the church to sustain its 

ministries, even though there was a frequent change of pastors.  

 

Migrant Ministry 

From 2003 – 2011 Rev. Joy Pandian was the Pastor. In 2004 the roofing above 

the pulpit was changed. It was noted that the youths were leaving the town in 

search of jobs elsewhere. However, there were a few youths who came forward 

to take up leadership.  



In 2005 the Full Membership was 106. Migrant ministry among the Tamils was 

carried out at Seberang Estate. In 2006 the Full Membership was 116. Five Cell 

Groups met twice a month in Teluk Intan and 3 Cell Groups met once a month in 

Bidor, Sabak Bernam and Langkap. Migrant ministry among the Tamils was 

conducted at Seberang and Rubana Estates. Two of them received Christ and were 

baptised. Free tuition classes were also given.  
 

Serving Through Tuition Classes and Medical Camp 

In 2007 the Full Membership was 123. There were five Cell Groups and they 

studied Rick Warrens Purpose Driven Life. 80% of the church members attended 

the cell groups. A  Bible Rally at local church level was held. A Medical Camp, 

with the help of Gethsemane Medical Team from Kuala Lumpur, was held in the 

Seberang Estate. The long standing Quit rent arrears of RM 3,422 was settled. An 

application to change the status from “Bangunan” to “Rumah Ibadat” – from 

residential to religious was forwarded to the land office. In 2008 the Full 

Membership was 121. The church reached out through tuition classes in Seberang 

Estate and Pengkalan Chepa. The Medical Camp was used as a tool for 

evangelism.  
 

Facing Crisis 

In 2009 the Full Membership was 116. Tuition classes were conducted in three 

areas in Ulu Bernam. In 2010 the Full Membership was 121. There were four 

adult conversions. The church thanked the Conference and TMC Tamil 

Settlement for the monthly financial aid. The Church employed Ms. K.  

Annammah as their church worker. A motorbike was bought for her use through 

donations. The application to change the land status was approved. A premium 

of RM 1,000 was needed to be paid and the annual quit rent was now RM 40. In 

2011 the Full Membership was 113. Ms. K. Annammah continued as the church 

worker. Nepali ministry was started and 2 Nepali brothers were baptised. The Ulu 

Bernam ministry was stopped from July 2011. The church was going through a 

major division among the members. Five families stopped attending the church. 

Attempts were made by the TAC Exco for reconciliation. Finances were very 

tight. The Conference extended a sum of RM 10,000 as a loan to help with the 

tight financial situation. The pastor, Rev. Joy Pandian retired in that year.  
 

In 2012 Rev. Ruben Rajandurai was the pastor. New ministries were started in 

Langkap and Benta Estate. The Bidor Sungkai ministry was done by Ms. K. 

Annammah. In 2013 the Full Membership dropped to 92. Rev. Vinsant Rayar 

was the Pastor-in-charge and he was assisted by Ministerial Student Mr. Vincen 

Dass. VBS was conducted for five days in the month of May by Mr. & Mrs. A. 

Selwyn. About 50 children participated. The church was affected financially due 

to members leaving for other churches.  

In 2014 and 2015, Rev. Stephen Gunaraja was the Pastor. The parsonage was 

refurbished. Ms. Annammah was the Church Worker in the Bidor Outreach. In 

2015 the Full Membership was 96.  
 

 



From 2016 to 2018, Rev. Seenivasagam David was the Pastor. In 2016, the Full 

Membership was 96. The church had its Centennial Celebration on Sunday 9 

October 2016.In conjunction with the occasion the church was refurbished. A 

new LCD projector was installed. Some dilapidated parts of the sanctuary 

building were repaired. All the old pews were gradually replaced. The church 

building received a fresh coat of paint giving it a new look. The condition of the 

roof was a concern too. In 2017 the Full Membership was 90. There were Cell 

Groups in three places on Wednesdays. A friend of the church donated a new PA 

system for usage in the church. The Pro Tem Committee in Bidor functioned well 

for a year but could not continue due to lack of leadership. Mr. Seemon Daniel 

from Bidor committed himself for fulltime ministry and was posted to TMC 

Mentakab. The youths were actively involved in all church activities. A Fund 

Raising Dinner was carried out to raise funds for the repair of the leaking roof. 

The church raised RM 11,202.78.  
 

Sanctuary Roof Leak Repaired 

In 2018 the Full Membership was 90. The Cell Groups met in two areas on 

Wednesdays. After much hard work over several years, sufficient funds were 

raised and the repair work on the church roof leak started. A new PA system was 

installed in Bidor. Seven youths were added into Full Membership through 

Confirmation. There were talks that the Perak State Government was considering 

to declare the church a heritage building. However, the church did not receive any 

written confirmation. 
 

In 2019, Rev. Stephen Gunaraja was once again appointed the Pastor-in-charge. 

Mr. Jack Kennedy was appointed Church Worker to assist him. The Lay Leader, 

Mr. Yesupatham passed away on 4 October. The LCEC Chairperson is Mr. James 

Daniel. The Full Membership is 98. The church has one Outreach in Bidor. There 

are four Cell Groups, three in Teluk Intan and one in the Bidor Outreach. The 

number of members in the Agencies are as follows: MYF (20), MSF (19) and 

MW (19). There are 20 children and 3 teachers in the Church School. 
 

Conclusion: God’s faithfulness is evident as we see the 103 years of history of 

TMC Teluk Intan. The then TAC President Rev. C. Jayaraj, in his message in the 

Centennial Souvenir Program rightly stated: “You are small but do not be 

discouraged. God in His grace gives strength to the weary and increases the power 

of the weak (Isaiah 40: 29). Press on in unity and love. God in His time will surely 

ignite a revival in your midst. There will be great growth when you faithfully seek 

Him.” In the work of the Lord, the best is always yet to be.  

 

Sources:  
 

1. Mr. James Daniel, Teluk Intan Centennial Celebration Souvenir 

Program  

2. 21st Session of TAC Souvenir Program 1996 

3. Methodist Journals MAC, TPAC and TAC   

 

 



PASTORAL ROLL 

 

 

1915     Mr Kohloff  

1917     Rev. Edward Isaac 

     Rev. L.A. Samuel (4 years) 

     Rev. J.J. Kovilpillai 

1921 – 1923     Rev. S.S. Pakianathan 

1924 – 1927     Rev. M.R. Doraisamy 

1928 – 1929    Rev. Edward Isaac 

1930 – 1935    Rev. M.J. David 

1936      Rev. V. Devasahayam 

1937      Rev. D. John (Supply) 

1938     Rev. V.B. Paranjothy 

1939 – 1941     Rev. Kingham Joseph 

1946 – 1951     Rev. J.D. Asirvatham  

1952     Rev. John Abraham 

1953 – 1958     Rev. A.G.J. Rasanayakam 

1959 – 1960     Rev. K.J. Timothy 

1961 – 1979     Rev. V.A. Chelliah 

1980 – 1982     Rev. Devadass Ratnam 

1983 – 1985 July     Rev. Jacob David 

1985 Aug. to 1988 Dec.   Mr. A. Selwyn  

1989 – 1992 Nov.    Rev. Justin Clarance 

1992 Dec – 1997    Rev. Stanley M. Sadagopan  

1998 – 1999    Rev. Dennis Raj 

2000      Rev. Barnabas Baskaran 

2001 Jan to Sept    Rev. Stanley M. Sadagopan 

2001 Oct till 2002 Aug.   Rev. Abraham Selvanayakam  

2002 Sept. till Dec.    Rev. Sandireaseheran  

2003 – 2011     Rev. Joy Pandian 

2012      Rev. Ruben Rajandurai 

2013       Rev. Vinsant Rayar 

2014 – 2015     Rev. Stephen Gunaraja 

2016 – 2018      Rev. Seenivasagam David 

2019     Rev. Stephen Gunaraja 

 

 

 

 

Lay Leaders/LCEC Chairpersons  

Year Lay Leader LCEC Chairperson 

2003 - 2008 Mr. Balan Kurup Mr. N.V. Krishnan 

2009 - 2019 Mr. M. Yesupatham Mr. James Daniel 

 



SUNGAI PETANI 

 

The Beginnings 

The Tamil Methodist Church Sungai Petani was part of a large circuit spreading 

over the state of Kedah. Pastors from Bukit Mertajam travelled to conduct house 

meetings or services in members’ homes. The first among them was Rev. J. J. 

Jesudason beginning in 1906. A church congregation was formed in 1918 with 

about thirty members. Rev. J.J. Jesudason was succeeded by Rev. Edward Isaac, 

then followed by Pastor S.A. Phillips, Rev. Devasahayam, Rev. J.J. Kovilpillai 

and Rev. Kingham Joseph. Later, in 1938 a Church Worker, Mr. R. Zacharias 

ministered. He was followed by Rev. K.J. Timothy, a visiting Pastor to Sungai 

Petani. He served from 1940 – 1949. He was the first resident pastor who served 

during the war years.  
 

Church Building Dedication 

The present church land was purchased in 1936 for $2,400. On 14 November 

1937, the cornerstone of the new building was laid by Bishop Edwin F. Lee. 

The Church building was completed and dedicated on Easter Sunday, 17 April 

1938. Prior to this, the members met in homes and shared premises with the 

Chinese Methodists at a shop-lot in Jalan Merbau. From 1950 – 1964 Rev. D.K. 

Gnananantham was the Pastor. It was during this time that the present parsonage 

was constructed and dedicated by Bishop H. B. Amstutz on 2 January 1959. The 

parsonage was a gift of the Methodist churches and friends in the U.S.A.  
 

First Sungai Petani Company Boys’ Brigade 

In 1960, the 1st Sungai Petani Company Boys’ Brigade movement was 

established through Mr. P.W. Juby. The Company had more than 100 boys, both 

Indians and Chinese. Some became Christians and served as Elders and Pastors.  
 

The resident pastor, Rev. D.K. Gnananantham gave permission to Mr. Juby to 

establish the B.B. in the Church. He became a member of the TMC Sungai Petani. 

The church supported with personnel as officers and provided the church building 

and the grounds for their activities. The Pastor was the Chaplain of the B.B. and 

the church hall was known as the B.B. Hall. The B.B. was an arm of Evangelism 

for the Church. The uniform, the band, the badge, classes, drill and camping were 

great attractions for the boys. National and District programs in the form of Pesta 

B.B. etc. provided opportunities for boys to participate in competitions, social 

activities etc. The B.B. raised their own funds and did not depend on the Church.  
 

Pastoral Transfer Causes Crisis 

From 1965 to 1966, Rev. K.J. Timothy was again the Pastor. The DS Rev. Wong 

Hoon Hee reported in 1965 that Rev. Timothy suffered heavy financial loss of 

over $2,000 in hospital bills. He further mentioned: “I do hope the Conference 

can start an insurance scheme for pastors to prevent the tragedy for ever.”   

From 1967 to 1968, Rev. Noel Arputharaj was the Pastor. It is to be noted that 

until 1966, the Pastoral Appointment for Sungai Petani was under the Kedah 

Tamil Circuit. 



In 1969, Rev. E.J. Thoraisingam was appointed the Pastor. The members of the 

LCEC resigned en bloc, after their appeal to retain Rev. Noel Arputharaj for a 

period of six months to establish a place of worship (a church building) for Kepala 

Batas was turned down. The church lost some prominent members permanently. 

The Full Membership in 1969 was 74.  
 

Revival and Restoration 

From 1970 to 1974 Rev. I.G. Sunderarajan served as the Pastor. The church 

experienced revival and the LCEC began to function again. The pastor was 

instrumental in bringing the church members together again. There was a steady 

growth with the emphasis on outreach work. The Youth Centre was built and 

dedicated by the TPAC President Rev. T.R. Doraisamy in 1970. The church hall 

was subsequently extended to include a Conference Room and Pastor’s office. In 

1973, Mr. Devadas Ratnam, a Ministerial Student was posted here.  
 

Reaching Out to the Estates 

From 1974 – 1975, Rev. Paul Athimuthu was the Pastor. Since the Tamil 

Christian community was small, the Anglicans and Lutherans were also 

encouraged to attend the worship services. Bible classes and Church Schools were 

held in the neighbouring Estates by Mrs. Rosalind Rajahser with good results. In 

1975, the pastor with some lay people, regularly visited Batu Pekaka Estate, 

Kuala Ketil, Kepala Batas and Harvard Estate. Two Bible Women, Mrs. Rosalind 

Rajahser and Mrs. Annamah David worked tirelessly to develop the work in the 

Harvard, Bedong, Kuala Ketil and Kepala Batas areas. They were instrumental in 

bringing many Hindus into the Fellowship. 
  
The Birth of a Local Conference 

From May 1976 – April 1977, Rev. David Tharmakan was the Pastor. In 1976, 

Mr. A.E. Joseph, a Ministerial Student, was also posted here. Rev. Tharmakan 

was succeeded by Rev. P. Tevaraji from May 1977 – 1981. Rev. Tevaraji 

intensified the work in Kepala Batas and Jerai. Also, during Rev. Tevaraji’s 

tenure, Kepala Batas was organised into a local church in 1980. 36 members 

were transferred out to make a total of 45 Full Members to make this Outreach a 

Local Conference.  

 

One notable thing was that Rev. Tevaraji opened the parsonage to 3 school going 

senior boys. Two of them became Christians. One of the boys, Mr. Devadass, was 

instrumental in eventually bringing 18 of his family members to Jesus Christ. 

Three of them are currently serving as pastors in TAC. They are Rev. Ezekiel Raj, 

Rev. S. Krishnan and Rev. Jayabalan.  
 

From 1982 – 1983 Rev. S.M. Sadagopan was the Pastor. Church school ministry 

was held in Sungai Petani, Kuala Ketil and Harvard Estate. The Full Membership 

in 1982 was 89. The Youth Fellowship was not functioning because many youths 

had left the town seeking jobs. However, the Harvard Estate MYF continued to 

function.    

 



From 1984 – 1988 Rev. Peter Devadason was the Pastor. In 1987 the Jerai 

Chapel, an outreach of the Church, was established in Sungai Toh Pawang. This 

chapel was officially opened by Dato Dr. Peter Vanniasingam and dedicated by 

the DS Rev. David Tharmakan. Mr. Elijah Bala was employed as Church Worker 

in 1987 to do the ministry and he served till the middle of 1991. The building was 

in use till 1995, after which the church was relocated to Bedong Indian Camp. In 

October 1987, the Church purchased a van for the outreach ministry for RM 

22,000. The Church also purchased the Jerai Church building and a house in 

Bandar Baru for a sum of about RM 130,000.  
 

From 1989 – 1991 Rev. M.G. Thana Raj served as Pastor. The Full Membership 

in 1989 was 134.There were notable blessings in the worship and Bible Studies. 

More people attended the worship and about 25 attended the Bible Studies. A 

unique feature of this church was its “Asrama Methodist which caters to the needs 

of estate children and ministers to them.” (Journal 1990 p. 108). In 1991 the Full 

Membership dropped to 110. Twenty members were transferred out and a few 

were unaccounted for.  
 

From May 1992 – May 1993 Rev. Joseph Komar became the Pastor. In 1992 

the Full Membership was 128 and became 177 in 1998. Rev. Joseph Komar took 

over from Rev. Thana Raj from December 1991. Mr. David Raman helped in the 

Kuala Ketil and Jerai Outreach as Church Worker. Regular worship services were 

held in Jerai on Saturdays at 7pm, Kuala Ketil on Saturdays at 7.30 pm. and 

Sungai Petani on Sundays at 7pm. Area Fellowship meetings were held in six 

areas. The extension of the Hall was completed and was renamed, “Rev. Noel 

Arputharaj Hall.”  
 

From June 1993 – 1994 Rev. Hendry J. Ponniah was the Pastor. In 1993 the 

Full Membership was 129. The MYF ministry was combined with the Boys’ 

Brigade. In 1994 the Full Membership was 138. Five Area Fellowships met 

fortnightly on Wednesdays. 
 

Ministry Expansion with Property Purchase 

From 1995 – 1997 Rev. N. Rajan was the Pastor. In 1995 the Full Membership 

was 151. Four adults were baptised by Confession of Faith. Jerai service was held 

on Fridays at 7pm. Mr. Samuel Periathamby responded to the call for the Full 

Time ministry. In 1996 the Full Membership was 150. Being centrally located, 

many of the district activities were held here. A special musical program was 

arranged on 26 November 1996 to raise funds to buy musical instruments and the 

response was good. Young adults were leaving elsewhere for employment. 13 

members were transferred out. The church purchased the following: (a) Land with 

a wooden house on Lot 197 Bukit Semeling, District of Kuala Muda, Kedah (b) 

Property on grant No. 19875 Lot No. 13488, Mukim Sg. Petani, Daerah Kuala 

Muda for RM 32,500. TMC Penang gave a short term soft loan of RM 10,000.  

In May 1996, another terraced corner house with a small piece of land was 

purchased in Bandar Baru, Sungai Lalang, for the Bedong outreach ministry.  

 



The house was officially opened by Datuk Paul Money Samuel and also dedicated 

on 28 November 1998 by Rev. Victor Vethamani, the resident Pastor and the DS 

for the Northern Malaya District. Datuk Paul had generously helped out in the 

initial payment for the house.  
 

Faithful Service of the Veterans 

Mr. David Raman, the Lay Leader and Dr. Daisy Arianayagam, the LCEC 

Chairperson, gave many years of faithful service. There was a need for young and 

committed lay leadership to emerge. In 1997 the Full Membership was 150. A 

worship Seminar was held with Rev. A.E. Joseph as the main speaker on 9 May 

1997. A local youth camp was held from 7 to 9 February and 21 youths attended 

with Ministerial Student Mr. Dennis Raj as the speaker. There were two classes 

in the Church Kindergarten with 40 children and two teachers. Mr. David Raman 

selflessly stepped aside to encourage younger leadership.  
 

In 1998, Rev. Victor Vethamani was the Pastor for one year. He covered this 

church while still being the resident pastor in Penang. He was assisted by 

ministerial student Mr. Seenivasagam David, who stayed in the parsonage in 

Sungai Petani. Rev. Victor conducted Bible Studies on Tuesdays except on the 

third, when the LCEC met. Full Membership was 177. Nine members were 

received through conversion. There was a significant increase in giving. A 

Church School Teachers’ Training was conducted by Mrs. Saras Victor. 12 

teachers attended.   
 

The Bedong Church was officially opened by Mr. John Paul and dedicated by 

Rev. Peter Devadason on Saturday, 28 November 1998 as The Bedong 

Methodist Home. The TAC gave an outright donation of RM 5,000 and a loan 

of RM 15,000 for the project. The rest of the money of RM 60,000 was raised by 

SP and Jerai members. The Church building had provisions to house the first 

Supply Pastor Easudass Joseph as of 1 January 1998. A church van was donated 

by Madam Annamal Samuel (mother of Datuk Paul Money Samuel) and her 

family.  
 

From 1999 – 2003 Rev. Dr. A.E. Joseph was the Pastor. The ministry in Jerai 

was consolidated. The ministry was conducted in an old Tamil school building in 

Harvard estate. But the building was brought down to make room for estate 

development. Worship was then conducted in the wide corridor of the labour line 

with gas lamps (no electricity). The Jerai Outreach became a Local 

Conference on 11 March 2000 with 78 members. The occasion was graced by 

the TAC President, Rev. P. Tevaraji and the Conference Lay Leader, Mr. Peter 

Palaya.  

 

From 2004 – 2012 Rev. Doraiseelan John was the Pastor. The church continued 

to experience tremendous growth in membership averaging 10% every year. The 

growth was mainly due to the emphasis on evangelism by the pastor. Credit also 

goes to the hard work of Miss Elizabeth John, the Church Worker and the 

members of the local church and Kuala Ketil outreach.  



In April 2004, a shop lot in Taman Batu Pekaka was purchased for RM 80,000 

and renovated for an additional cost of RM 70,000. The building was dedicated 

by the TAC President, Rev. Tevaraji on 12 June 2005. It was named Tamil 

Methodist Community Centre, Kuala Ketil. The ministry expanded to Malau.  
 

Major Renovation for a 75 Year Old Sanctuary 

In 2010, the Full Membership was 213. About 75 children attended the Church 

school in Sungai Petani and Kuala Ketil. A new van was purchased for RM 

98,000. In 2011 Small Group ministries were conducted fortnightly in 15 places. 

Mr. Sharvin Stephen Michael committed himself for full-time mission work. At 

the end of October 2012, the 75 year old Church was renovated and restructured 

with wings on both sides. The extended sanctuary has a seating capacity of 250 

people. The entire project, including fence, PA system etc. cost RM700,000. The 

church received a Government grant of RM 80,000 through the MIC.   
 

From 2013 – 2015 Rev. Jevaretnam Sowria was the Pastor and he was assisted 

by Mr. Steven Johnson the Church Worker. Mr. Steven Johnson concentrated on 

Kuala Ketil Outreach ministry from August 2013 and served till February 2014. 

A new area called Paya Nahu was identified for evangelism work. The work is 

ongoing. In 2013, Mr. Solomon Jacob, the Conference MSF President, persuaded 

Rev. Jevaretnam Sowria to appoint a coordinator for the MSF. On 17 November 

2013, Rev. Jevaretnam Sowria gathered the seniors in the church after church 

service and Mr. Sam Munusamy was named as the President. In 2014, Madam 

Rebecca Perumal was the President and served till end of 2016. In 2016 Mr. John 

Daniel became the President for 2017-2018 and continues as the MSF President.  

Cell Group ministry was held in seven areas on alternate Wednesdays. The 

Church library was reactivated.   
 

Strategy for Effective Ministry 

From 2016 – 2018, Rev. Jeremiah Thomas, the pastor in Penang was the Pastor-

in-charge. During this period, Church worker Solomon Thangaiah served the 

church. In 2016, there was a door to door evangelism cum training by Pastor 

Devarajah Balayah from 9 to 12 June. There was a Congregational Meeting at 

Kuala Ketil Outreach on 7 October, initiated by Mr. David Raman. The purpose 

was to create a strategic framework for their outreach work; formation of 

preaching point at Taman Keladi, Kuala Ketil and Kulim. Also, on 5 November a 

MOU was signed between Kulim Wesley and TMC SP regarding the use of 

Wesley Methodist Church as the base for Kulim outreach. In 2017 the Full 

Membership was 231.  A Leadership Training for the TMC Sungai Petani 

members and the sister churches in the district was held on 14 and 15 January. 

The guest speakers were TAC Lay Leader, Mr. S. Selvaraj and Associate Lay 

Leaders, Mr. Samuel Peter and Mr. Guna David. A total of 48 people attended 

the training. There was Deliverance and Revival Meetings at Kulim from 16 to 

18 June 2017 with the help of Prayer House for all Nations from KL.  
 
 

 



In 2018 the Full Membership was 224. On 14 April the Young Adults organized 

a talk on Marriage, Singles, Separated ‘Singles’ & Parenting. They targeted 3 

separate groups all at the same time. The guest speakers were Rev. & Mrs. P. 

Tevaraji, Pastor P.P. Abraham and Mr. Jacob P. Korinthiar. An in-house Church 

School Teachers’ Training was held on 18 August. It was the first time for such a 

training to be conducted for those from Kuala Ketil and Kulim outreaches.  
 

In 2019, Rev. John Simson became the pastor of the church with Mr. Anthony 

Dass assisting as the Church Worker in Kuala Ketil Outreach. Miss Elizabeth 

John is the Lay Leader and Mr. John Daniel is the LCEC Chairperson. The Full 

Membership is 221. The membership of the Agencies is as follows: MYF (14). 

MYAF (15), MSF (10), MW (25). There are 85 children in the Church School.  

 

 

 

SPECIAL MINISTRIES 

 

Kulim Ministry: The work in Kulim began in 1939 by Rev. K. J. Timothy who 

was resident in Parit Buntar. In 1946, Rev. Rasanayagam took charge of this 

ministry. He lived in the parsonage in Kulim. The work progressed and in 1953, 

Rev D.K. Gnananantham reported that weekly Sunday services were conducted 

in Kulim. This ministry was slowly neglected because the families were spread 

out in the estates within a radius of 40 miles. Beginning from November 2004 

the work was resumed by Rev. Doraiseelan John, Mr. David Raman and Mr. 

Jacob Paul K. Regular services were conducted at the Anglican Church in Kulim 

and there were also house meetings. The church worker Mr. Aruldhas Manuvel 

began visiting some people beginning of 2005 but he passed away after a couple 

of months. The church handed over Kulim ministry to TMC Kepala Batas on 25 

September 2007. In 2015, Ms Elizabeth John was posted as the Church Worker 

to Kuala Ketil Outreach. Together with Mr. Ezekiel Katriravelu they visited new 

contacts in Kulim. The LCEC discussed the formation of the Kulim Outreach. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Nyanapragasam who had difficulty climbing stairs, was unable 

to attend when his previous, Independent Church moved to a 2nd floor building. 

In November 2015, he requested that a ministry be started at his house. About 2 

weeks later, Rev. Jevaretnam Sowria had the first service at Mr. 

Nyanapragasam’s house. Thus the Kulim ministry was resumed with new people. 

At present, Rev. John Simson conducts weekly services on Thursdays. 
 

Kuala Ketil Ministry began in the late 1950s. In December 1991, Mr. Barnabas 

Baskaran was appointed Church Worker and placed in Kuala Ketil. The 

Conference gave a monthly subsidy of RM 250 towards his salary. He was 

absorbed as a Supply Pastor by the Conference and transferred to TMC Tamil 

Settlement in Ipoh. There was no substitute for him. The ministry expanded to 

Sungai Tawar estate during the time of Rev. N. Rajan in 1997 at the home of Mr. 

Subramaniam. The ministry and the number of people attending the services 

began to grow. In 2003, Mr. Isaac Nathan was placed here for his One Year 

Exposure Program, before going to the seminary.  



Kuala Ketil Outreach: The local church purchased a shop house for RM 80,000 

with the help of Datuk Paul Money Samuel and family. The building was 

renovated into a beautiful chapel for RM 70,000. Mr. Moses Raman personally 

helped in the supervising of the renovation work and contributed much to the 

progress and development of the extension work. The building was named ‘Tamil 

Methodist Community Centre’ with the approval of the Majlis Daerah Baling. 

The chapel can accommodate about 100 people to full capacity. 
 

The Methodist Hostel was first established during the time of Rev. Peter 

Devadason in 1988 with 4 boys taking up residence in the Youth Centre. The 

hostel closed down in 1991 after seeing through 7 boys who completed their 

secondary education with the help of the church. The Methodist Hostel was re-

established in 2007 with 8 boys during the time of Rev. Doraiseelan. He provided 

spiritual training and discipline for the boys and his wife, Mrs. Selvi Doraiseelan 

cared for the boys by cooking their meals. In 2009, five remained and completed 

their SPM examination. A number of church members provided free tuition for 

the boys. Due to the church building extension project, the Youth Centre that 

housed the hostel was used as the place of worship. Therefore, this initiative was 

put on hold temporarily. There has been no progress after this, since there were 

no volunteers to take it up. 
 

Church Kindergarten: During Rev. I.G. Sundararajan’s tenure and after the 

completion of the Youth Centre, the Sharon Kindergarten was started and 

sustained during his time. After that, The Methodist Kindergarten was re-

established in 1985 in the Youth Centre and continued till 2005. In 2006 it was 

discontinued due to poor response. There are no plans to resume this. 
 

The Single Mothers’ Home was started with the help of the Nehemiah Project of 

the TAC. The starting of the Single Mothers’ Home in Sungai Petani was initiated 

by Rev. Doraiseelan John in 2011. This Home empowered some of these single 

mothers with children who stayed there for a while. The Dedication Service of 

this Home (Address: 179B, Jalan Bakar Sampah, 08000 Sungai Petani) for the 

Glory of our Lord was conducted by the TAC President, Rev. C. Jayaraj on 

3 August 2013 at 11 a.m. This Home was closed down in August 2018. 
 

The Semeling Outreach was started in July 2018 with the Korean Methodist 

missionaries. Rev. Paul Sang-min Lee and his family were in Malaysia for more 

than 4 years doing ministry among the Tamil people in the Semeling area. In June 

2018 they decided to work with TMC Sg. Petani. Mr. Jacob Paul Korinthiar 

helped with this ministry. An MOU was signed on 22 October between Korea 

Methodist Church Tamil Ministry at Semeling and TMC SP on mission 

partnership to develop the Semeling Tamil work. 
 

 

 

 

 



Conclusion: The church ministry in Sungai Petani goes as far back as 1906. 

Many pastors and lay people worked hard for the establishment and extension of 

God’s Kingdom in this region. From the mid-seventies Mr. John Paul and Mr. 

David Raman together did house visiting, personal evangelism and prayers in 

Sungai Toh Pawang, Harvard Estate, Kepala Batas, Kuala Ketil and Sungai 

Petani.  Due to their faithful ministry many Outreach Points were formed and two 

became Local Conferences.  Even after the age of 70 years they continued their 

ministry.  These two faithful servants are considered the pillars of TMC Sungai 

Petani. They were passionate because they experienced the love of Jesus and were 

deeply committed to Him. They gave their best in serving Him. They have 

finished their race and the torch is now passed on to the present leadership, to 

carry the light of Jesus to all people.  

 

Sources: 
 

1. Raman, David – History of TMC Sungai Petani  

2. Methodist Journals – MAC, TPAC, TAC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PASTORAL ROLL  

 

1906     Rev. J. Jesudason 

1917      Rev. Edward Isaac 

1918 – 1922    Pastor S.A. Philip 

1923 – 1932     Rev. V. Devasahayam 

1933 – 1935     Rev. J.J. Kovilpillai 

1936 – 1937     Rev. Kingham Joseph  

1937 – 1939     Pastor R. Zacharias  

1940 – 1944     Rev. K.J. Timothy  

1946 - 1949     Rev. K.J. Timothy 

1950 – 1964     Rev. D.K. Gnananantham  

1965 – 1966    Rev. K.J. Timothy 

1967 – 1968     Rev. Noel Arputharaj 

1969     Rev. E.J. Thoraisingam  

1970 – 1974     Rev. I.G. Sundararajan 

1974 – 1975     Rev. Paul Athimuthu 

1976 May - 1977 April    Rev. David Tharmakan  

1977 May – 1981    Rev. P. Tevaraji 

1982 – 1983     Rev. Stanley M. Sadagopan 

1984 – 1988    Rev. Peter Devadason 

1989 – 1991     Rev. M.G. Thana Raj 

1992 – 1993 May    Rev. Joseph Komar Peter 

1993 June – 1994    Rev. Hendry J. Ponniah 

1995 – 1997     Rev. N. Rajan 

1998      Rev. Victor Vethamani 

1999 – 2003     Rev. A.E. Joseph 

2004 – 2012     Rev. Doraiseelan John 

2013 – 2015    Rev. Jevaretnam Sowria 

2016 – 2018      Rev. Jeremiah Thomas 

2019     Rev. John Simson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lay Leaders/LCEC Chairpersons  

Year Lay Leader LCEC Chairperson 

1963 - 1967 Dr. K. K. Mathen K.K. Koshy 

1968 - 1971 N/A N/A 

1972 - 1980 John Paul S.A. Sinniah 

1981 - 1989 John Paul Dr. Daisy Ariyanayagam 

1990 - 1996 David Raman Dr. Daisy Ariyanayagam 

1997 - 1998 Dr. S. Sathiamurty Dr. Daisy Ariyanayagam 

1999 - 2002 David Raman Dr. Daisy Ariyanayagam 

2003 - 2004 Davaraj Andrew Dr. Daisy Ariyanayagam 

2005 - 2008 Davaraj Andrew Alexander David 

2009 - 2012 Jacob Paul K. Alexander David 

2013 - 2014 Elizabeth John Richard David 

2015 - 2017 Jacob Paul K. Richard David 

2018 Richard David Richard David 

2019 Elizabeth John John Daniel 

 

TMC Sungai Petani New Church 

TMC Sungai Petani Old Church 

Boys Brigade with Rev. D.K. Gnananantham  

and Paul Juby 

TMC Sungai Petani Leaders in 1989   



ALOR STAR 

  

Background 

The Tamil Methodist Churches in Alor Star, Sungei Petani and Kepala Batas were 

all under one circuit spreading over the state of Kedah. After the Second World 

War, Mr. Eliathamby played an important role in the purchase of the land at 36A 

Jalan Kanchut, Alor Star. A house was located and services were held once a 

month. The present site had a double storey wooden house. The owner sold the 

land to the church for $16,000. The money came from the Conference, either in 

1945 or 1946. After the War, the building was renovated for worship with money 

collected. At this time, only the Tamil Methodist Church used the sanctuary for 

monthly services. Since the building was used only once a month, Mr. Eliathamby 

invited the Chinese Methodist Church Lay Worker to stay in the building. The 

Chinese Methodist Church brought Miss Tan, a lay pastor to occupy the upstairs 

portion of the building.      
 

Extensive Ministry by Bus 

From 1949 to 1964 Rev. D.K. Gnananantham was the Pastor-in-charge of the 

North Kedah circuit of the Tamil Methodist Churches covering Alor Star and 

Sungei Petani.  Church Schools and Youth meetings were held at Bukit Merah, 

Jitra and Baling. The Pastor’s ministry included several estates and hospitals. 

There were 56 Full Members and 87 Preparatory Members. His work scattered 

over 70 miles, and he had no form of transportation except the regular buses  
 

The District Superintendent Rev. Gunnar J. Teilmann Jr. in December 1957 

reported: “There is no harder working pastor to be found in all Malaya than 

Brother Gnananandam. When he was completely blind in one eye and had only 

20% vision in the other he continued to preach and to visit his people.”   
 

In 1964, Rev. D.K. Gnananantham was appointed Pastor for the Kedah Tamil 

Circuit, comprising of Alor Star, Kulim and Sungei Petani. Pastor S.J. Manickam 

was the Supply Pastor. From 1965 – 1966, Rev. K.J. Timothy was the Pastor. In 

1967 Rev. Noel Arputharaj took Pastoral charge and in 1968 it was Rev. John 

Abraham. 
 

A Youth for the Fulltime Ministry 

From 1969 – 1970, Rev. E.J. Thoraisingam took charge. In 1969, the Full 

Membership was 71.The members were scattered over a radius of 70 miles in the 

rubber estates and padi fields. The Church paid its benevolence of $400 in full. 

Their pastoral support was only $100 per month. Their Annual Income was only 

$3,162.80 cents. An HSC student, Mr. Jacob David, came forward for fulltime 

ministry. There was no WSCS or MYF.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



Tight Finances - So Happy to Share Pastor 

In 1970, the Full Membership was 64. After paying the Conference dues and 

pastoral support, there was not much left for ministry. The Pastor preached every 

other Sunday. In his absence, the lay helped. Regular cottage meetings were held. 

A WSCS was newly organized. The church would progress if they had a pastor 

of their own, but the members indicated that they could not afford a pastor fully. 

Therefore they were quite happy to share their pastor with Sungai Petani.  
 

Help From the Ministerial Students 

From 1971 – April 1974, Rev. I.G. Sunderarajan was the Pastor. In 1971 there 

was a decrease in membership (62) and finance. They expressed the need for a 

pastor of their own.  In 1972 A Parsonage Fund was set up. Full Membership was 

83. In 1973 Full Membership was 83. Mr. Lawrence Francis, a ministerial student 

helped organize the MYF, which had a membership of 20. Mr. Devadass Ratnam, 

another ministerial student, continued the good work. Weekly cottage meetings 

were held with good response.  
 

From May 1974 – 1975 Rev. Paul Athimuthu was the Pastor. Full Membership 

was 74. The pastor took charge on the 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays, while Mr. David 

Tharmakan covered the rest of the Sundays. Mr. Tharmakan also conducted 

weekly cottage prayer meetings, which were well attended. Weekly Bible study 

was held and regular visits made to the outlying areas as far north as Padang 

Besar. In 1975 the Full Membership was 76. The Boys Brigade under Mr. Peter 

Gnananatham was doing very well. The new arrangement of having worship 

services on Fridays gave the pastor Rev. Athimuthu more time to work in the 

outlying areas.  
 

From January 1976 to January 1979, Rev. Chellaraj Fenn was the DS and 

stationed in Penang. He administered the Holy Communion for TMC Alor Star 

and Sungai Petani when Pastors Simon Chandran and A.E. Joseph were student 

pastors. He administered Holy Communion in Alor Star till Rev. Tevaraji was 

made pastor-in-charge and given authorization. From January to April 1976, Mr 

Simon Chandran was the student pastor. From June 1976 to May 1977 Mr. A.E. 

Joseph was the student pastor  
 

New Seminary Graduates Take Charge  
From June 1977 till May – 1981 Rev. P. Tevaraji was the Pastor. He stayed in 

the Wesley parsonage from Thursday to Saturday. He used to cover Padang 

Besar, Kangar, Arau and Jitra. The Church School was very active with Mrs. Ruth 

Peter as Superintendent.  Mr. Rishyakaran, an engineer by profession, was very 

helpful in the youth ministry.  The young people carried out many activities. 

 

In 1979 the Full Membership stood at 80. Mrs. Annamal Swamikan, the Bible 

Woman, helped with the Church School and Estate ministry. It was noted that the 

work was growing and the church needed a pastor of their own – a resolution to 

that effect was sent to the Conference in 1979. In 1980 the Full Membership was 

83. The Church had two Church Schools. A bus was hired for $45 a month. Jitra 

and Arau were their Outreach Points.  



 

From June to December 1981, Pastor Victor Vethamani, a new graduate, was 

appointed the Pastor. The Full Membership was 82. The pastor stayed in one room 

at the Wesley Alor Star parsonage. Worship service was started in Jitra from 26 

June 1981. Weekly Bible Study and Prayer Meetings were held regularly. There 

were five Church Schools. Mrs. Swamikan was involved in four of them. The 

first Church School was started in Jitra. Mr Daniel opened his house to have this 

ministry every Friday at 9.00 am. About 20 – 25 children actively attended this. 

Jitra Outreach worship service started on 26 June 1981. They gathered every week 

at Mr Daniel’s, Mr Isaac David’s or Mr Pandian’s house.  
 

From 1982 – 1985, Rev. S. Duraisingam was the Pastor. In 1982 the Full 

Membership was 80. Weekly services were held at Jitra and monthly services at 

Arau. The church received a subsidy of RM300 from the Conference.  In 1983, a 

choir comprising of 20 young people was formed to enrich the worship. A youth, 

Mr. Alfred Samuel, applied for the fulltime ministry. In 1984 the subsidy received 

was RM 100. In 1985 the Full Membership was 79. From 1 March till June Mr. 

A. Selwyn, a Church Worker, gave pastoral leadership. The church was without 

any appointment for 2 months. During this time, the DS Rev. Tharmakan took 

care of the weekly worship services and other pastoral needs of the church.  
 

From 1 September 1985 – 1990, Rev. Devadass Ratnam was appointed Pastor-

in-charge. Pulau Langkawi was also visited and worship services were held once 

in two weeks. In 1986 the Full Membership was 76 and rose to 83 in 1987. As 

there was no one to take up the Church School ministry, this ministry did not 

function. But ‘Children’s Day’ was observed.  In 1988 the Church School was 

revived. They met on Fridays at 4pm. They had 15 children. MYAF was newly 

formed in July 1988. About 8 gathered regularly. They started three ministries on 

an experimental basis - English Reading Library, Tamil Reading Library and 

Video/Cassette Library. The Langkawi Outreach was initiated by Mr. and Mrs D. 

Daniel and Mdm. Santhosham Pakkianathan. They visited the needy and 

conducted the service twice a month. The Padang Besar, Arau, Jejawi and MADA 

Estate outreach work started as Mr D. Daniel encouraged a group of people to 

follow him in his own van to minister among the people there. They visited these 

places every Friday except on the 1st week. 
 

In 1990, the Full Membership dropped to 59. The church faced a crisis from 

March 1990 when some key leaders resigned and one left the church. They then 

had a completely new LCEC with young leadership. The DS and local church 

pastor, Rev. Devadass Ratnam noted: “…A shaking up from complacency has 

resulted and members are more conscious of their Christian lives and open to the 

Word of God.”  
 

From 1991 to 1993, Rev. Joseph Komar was the Pastor. In 1991, the Full 

Membership was 59 and rose to 69 in 1992. The church supported three young 

people for mission work. Two were with Youth With A Mission (Mrs. Jennifer 

Dharam and Mrs. Lorinda Alexandre) and one with Operation Mobilization (Mr. 

Edward David).  



A believer, not a member of the church, donated a rent- free house for the pastor. 

The MYF and WSCS were not officially functioning.  In 1993 the Full 

Membership rose to 79. MYF was officially formed in July. Outreach work 

continued in Padang Besar, Langkawi and Jitra. A place was rented for Prayer 

Cell and worship.   

 

From 1994 – 1998 Rev. James Solamadan was the pastor. In 1994 there were 

twenty children in the Church School. A Tamil class was conducted for the 

children. A new Econovan was donated to the church by a believer from Kuala 

Lumpur. In 1995, a monthly pastoral subsidy of RM 585 was received from the 

Conference. The church paid up all its commitments. In 1996 the Full 

Membership was 97. Though the church had 11 added through Confirmation, yet 

there were 11 removed through transfer. A Building Committee was formed with 

Mr. David Swamikanoo as the Chairman. The LCEC decided to put up the 

parsonage on the land allocated for them in the church compound. They had about 

RM 65,000 in the Building Fund.  
 

In 1997 no services were held in Langkawi as the members had moved out. The 

church had about RM 71,000 in the Building Fund. In 1998 the MYF could not 

function from the beginning of the year because some key members of the group 

had moved outstation for study and work. But later, with the return of some 

youths, about 10 met regularly. The Full Membership was 86. It was 94 the 

previous year. 
 

Finally a Parsonage of Their Own 

In 1999, Rev. A.E. Joseph was the Pastor-in-charge. Pastor James Ravindaren 

was the “Minister on Trial’. The Full Membership dropped to 77. This was due 

to the removal of 17 members through Local Conference Action. These members 

had moved out and settled in other towns and were worshipping in other churches. 

Their removal/transfer was made with the consent of the affected members. From 

2000 to 2002 Rev. A. James Ravindaren was the Pastor. In 2001 the Full 

Membership rose to 86. Increase in membership was mainly through 

Confirmation. The church finally bought a building for their parsonage for RM 

145,000. In 2002 the Full Membership rose to 92. There were two Cell Groups, 

one in Alor Star and the other in Kangar. The pastor played a vital role to restart 

the MYAF in the church. About 20 active church members took great efforts to 

organize multiple programmes in the church. The Church School conducted VBS 

at SJKT Paya Kemunting. Around 100 children including non-believers joined 

the VBS. This was a great achievement by the Church School.  
 

Pastor’s Resignation Causes Major Church Crisis 

In 2003 Rev. A.E. Joseph was the Pastor-in-charge with Pastor Anthony Panan 

assisting. A Korean Church in Penang came forward to help Kangar Outreach 

with the rental. The Korean Church considered Kangar Outreach as its Missions 

Project. In 2004 Rev. John Mark was the Pastor till 1 September.  

 



The Church went through a major crisis during his tenure and following his 

resignation from the Conference in early September. About 32 members of the 

Jitra Outreach withdrew their membership. Following them were a host of new 

converts, about 17 of them, who were waiting for baptism. Due to Rev. John 

Mark’s resignation, the members who withdrew their membership started to 

worship independently. The Northern District pastors helped to conduct the 

worship in Alor Star, Kangar and Jitra. Rev. Mark Subramanyam, who was 

studying at Malaysia Baptist Theological Seminary (MBTS) Penang, also helped. 

The Korean Church in Penang continued to help the ministry in Kangar by 

contributing RM300 a month. 
 

Few but Faithful 

From 2005 – 2006 Rev. Barnabas Baskaran was the Pastor. The Full 

Membership in 2005 dropped to 69 as many members had withdrawn their 

membership in 2004. Participation in ministries was encouraging as all the 

remaining members joined hands in prayer to build the church again. In early 

2006, Rev Barnabas resigned from the Conference due to personal reasons. Rev. 

Ezekiel and Ministerial Student Mr. Jeremiah Thomas, sacrificially helped to 

serve the church until the end of the year. 
 

In 2007 Rev. Ezekiel Raj was the Pastor and he was assisted by Pastor Stephen 

Gunaraja. The Full Membership was 78. New musicians and worship leaders 

were trained. VBS was conducted in Alor Star and 43 children attended. From 

2008 – 2013 Rev. Stephen Gunaraja was the Pastor-in-charge. The Full 

Membership ranged from 43 in 2010 to 51 in 2011. There was a combined 

Vacation Bible School with Tamil Methodist Church Jerai in Jerai. The parsonage 

was repaired and the Conference gave a loan of RM 5,000. It was sold in 2009 

for RM 200,000. During this time the pastor had a spinal bone medical condition 

and was on leave for two months. The church leaders and Northern District 

pastors took up the responsibilities to conduct the worship services. There were 

three active Cell Groups. In 2011, the Kangar Outreach was blessed by the 

presence of a couple from India, Mr. & Mrs. Arun Jeritta, both PhD students at 

Unimap Perlis. They were a great help for the pastor in the ministry. Some 

students from the university started coming for the worship service. It is to be 

noted that TMC Alor Star have had students come to attend their services even 

before 2011. Though there was a shortage of lay leaders, which meant the pastor 

had to do more work, the local church acknowledged the contribution of the 

previous Lay Leader, Mr. Thamaraiselvam, who helped in developing the Kangar 

Outreach. Mr Paul Krishnan and Mr. and Mrs Arun helped the pastor to preach 

in the chapel and in Cell Groups during his absence. The pastor being single was 

able to accommodate and he worked hard. In 2012 the Jitra Outreach was closed 

due to the shortage of members. In 2013, there were three active Cell Groups. 

The pastor, in his seven years of ministry, did much to improve the church. 
 

From 2014, Rev. E. Kunabalan was the Pastor. From 2014 to 2016, he was 

assisted by Church Worker, Mr. Ben Richard. From 2017 onwards he was 

assisted by Church Worker, Mr. Joshua Raj.  



In 2014 and 2015, it was reported that there was no Children’s Ministry because 

there were too few children in the church. The Full Membership in 2016 was 53 

and remained 53 in 2017. It increased to 61 in 2018.  Mr. Ben Richard, the Church 

Worker, resigned from the ministry in 2016. Rev. Stephen Gunaraja, though on 

Voluntary Location, still helped the church.  
 

In 2017, there were three active Cell Groups. In 2018 the MYF organised Easter 

carolling, through which the youths spread the gospel to 19 non-believers’ 

families. The church bought a parsonage for RM 390,000 in September. The 

attendance at the worship services increased.  
 

In 2019, Rev. Kunabalan is the Pastor. Mrs. Rosaline Gopal is the Lay Leader 

and the pastor, Rev. Kunabalan is the LCEC Chairperson. The Full Membership 

is 61. There are 10 members in the MYF and 13 in the MW. The church still has 

no Children’s Ministry because there are too few children. They are encouraged 

to work with the children they have. They have two Cell Groups.  
 

Conclusion: The history of TMC Alor Star began in earnest at the end of the 

Second World War. Mr. Eliathamby played an important role in the purchase of 

the land and a house for the ministry. The work was first part of the North Kedah 

region as a Sungai Petani – Alor Star Circuit. The work grew and both Sungai 

Petani and Alor Star were established as individual Local Churches, often sharing 

the same pastor. Along with the many pastors and lay leaders was the faithful 

Mrs. Annamal Swamikan, the Bible Woman, who helped with the Church School 

and Estate ministry. Another faithful servant of God for many years was Mrs. 

Dora Thamboo who helped in the services by playing the piano. She also was 

looked upon as a mother-figure by many members and was a great encourager to 

the pastors. The church had faced many challenges and several members had 

moved on to other places and churches for various reasons. But those who stayed 

on have been faithful to carry on the mission of Jesus Christ. The work is steadily 

growing and by the grace of God and the commitment of the people, we will see 

the glory of God in TMC Alor Star in the days to come.   

 

Sources: 
 

1. Article by Mrs. Dora Thamboo 

2. Article by Mr. Eliathamby 

3. Methodist Journals – MAC, TPAC, TAC 

4. Feedback Letter from the LCEC of TMC Alor Star” 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PASTORAL ROLL 
 

1925 – 1926     Rev. J.J. Jesudason  

1927     Rev. V. Devasahayam 

1928 – 1933     No information 

1934 – 1936     Pastor C.M. Chacko  

1937      Rev. Kingham Joseph 

1938 – 1941     Pastor R. Zacharias  

1942 – 1945     War Years 

1946 – 1948      Rev. K.J. Timothy 

1949 – 1964     Rev. D.K. Gnananantham 

1965 – 1966      Rev. K.J. Timothy 

1967      Rev. Noel Arputharaj 

1968     Rev. John Abraham 

1969 – 1970    Rev. E.J. Thoraisingam 

1971 – 1974 Apr    Rev. I.G. Sunderarajan  

1974 May – 1975   Rev. Paul Athimuthu 

1976 Jan to Apr    Mr. Simon Chandran  

1976 May    Mr. David Tharmakan   

1976 June – 1977 May    Mr. A.E. Joseph  

1977 June – 1981 May   Rev. P. Tevaraji  

1981 June to Dec    Pastor Victor Vethamani  

1982 – 1985 Feb    Rev. S. Duraisingam 

1985 Sept – 1990    Rev. Devadass Ratnam  

1991 – 1993    Rev. Joseph Komar 

1994 – 1998     Rev. James Solamadan  

1999     Rev. A.E. Joseph 

2000 – 2002     Rev. A. James Ravindaren 

2003      Rev. A.E. Joseph 

2004 Jan. to Aug    Rev. John Mark  

2005 – 2006     Rev. Barnabas Baskaran 

2007      Rev. Ezekiel Raj 

2008 – 2013     Rev. Stephen Gunaraja 

2014 onwards    Rev. E. Kunabalan     

 
 

LAY LEADERS/LCEC CHAIRPERSONS  
 

Lay Leader    LCEC Chairperson 
 

Mr Peter Nyananantham   Mr Paul Peter David 
Mr Paul Peter David   Mr Peter Nyananantham 
Mr D. Daniel    Mr Ronald Stanley 
Mr Noah Raman    Mr Daniel 
Mr P. Muthiah    Mr Moses 
Mr Paul Krishnan   Mr P. Muthiah 
Mr Thamaraiselvam   Ms Rachael 
Mdm Roseline    Rev Stephen Gunaraja 
     Rev Kunabalan 2014- present 
 



 

TMC Alor Setar children's church camp 2002 

Confirmation Alor Setar 



SENTUL 

The Beginnings 

There were no Tamil worship services for Methodist members living in the Sentul 

area until 1921. Those who needed a Tamil worship service had to go to TMC 

KL, then situated in Malacca Street. Many found it difficult to travel. Thus TMC 

KL opened a Mission Hall in Sentul – a rented shop house. Mr. W.V. 

Nithchingham was the person in charge of the worship service and other related 

work. At this time a plot of land was acquired with the intention of constructing 

a Church Building. With this development, Sunday worship services, a Sunday 

school and Women’s Work were carried out. Mrs. Abraham from the KL Church 

held Bible Classes for the women in Sentul. She also gave sewing lessons. 
 

Worship Services in a Railway Quarters Home 

From 1923 until 1925, worship services were conducted at the Railway Quarters, 

in the home of Mr. S.J. Davies, a Railway Officer. He took charge of the worship 

services and his home was the temporary church. Those who attended the services 

were mostly South Indian Tamil Christians. The worship services were made 

meaningful by the enthusiastic singing. Until the end of 1924, Mr. Davies was in 

charge of the small but growing congregation. After he left for India, the worship 

services were held in the homes of other members, with the help of Mr. S.M. 

Rajamoney.  
 

New Church Building New Pastors 

In 1926, a church was built on a plot of land along Sentul Road in the New 

Railway Housing Scheme Area. A parsonage was attached to this new church. 

The first Pastor to this new church was Rev. L.A. Samuel. He was in charge until 

1929. He travelled to the surrounding estates for his evangelistic work. Mrs. 

Blasdell, Mrs. Urech and Mrs. L.A. Samuel assisted in the work of the Women’s 

Society. 
 

From 1930 to 1932, Rev. S.A. Philips was the Pastor. Ministry in the estates 

continued. The Church School, Youth group and the Women’s Work progressed. 

The new church made of brick was completed in 1933. The old building was used 

for Church School classes, youth meetings and women’s work. The pastor and 

his family continued living in the wooden parsonage attached to the old church. 
 

Rev. N.G. Manickam was the next Pastor and he served from 1933 until 1935. 

Rev. S.A. Philips was re-posted to Sentul in 1936 and he served for two years. 

From 1938 – 1939, both Rev. Philips and Rev. Paul Athimuthu served together. 

In 1940, Rev. Paul Athimuthu took over as the sole Pastor.  
 

Through the Second World War and Beyond 

During the Japanese occupation, Rev. Ponniah looked after the Church with the 

help of Local Preachers and Exhorters. After the War, Rev. Paul Athimuthu was 

appointed Pastor in 1948. From 1949 – 1950, Rev. M. Thangamuthu was the 

Pastor.  

He was a Tamil classical song composer and singer. He did a lot of evangelistic 

work in and around Sentul. From 1951 – 1952, Rev. J.A.P. Oswald, the Principal 



of the Methodist Boys’ School, Sentul, was appointed the Pastor. In spite of the 

demands from his school duties, there was progress in all the different areas of 

the church ministry. From 1953 to 1955, Rev. John Abraham was the Pastor. 

The church membership grew and the church building was renovated and 

extended. During this period, a new parsonage was underway and completed.  
 

Going out to Minister 

From 1956 to 1959, Rev. C.A. Watson was the Pastor. He took along some 

youths to the Ulu Klang area and conducted Church School and Youth meetings. 

In 1959, Rev. Peter David was appointed the Pastor. During this time there were 

many youth activities as the pastor was very popular with the youths. Rev. S.A. 

Andar became the resident Pastor from 1960 to 1966. In 1960, Mr. Koilpitchai, 

the Secretary of the Christian Literature Society of India, preached to a packed 

Church on 10 November. Many orders for religious books were made with him. 

In 1961, the Church School had 65 children. About half the children were non-

Christians. The Church School was conducted successfully under the guidance of 

Mrs. J.W. David. Five children were baptized. The MYF was revived and 

functioned well under the leadership of Mr. T. Victor. After Rev. Andar, Rev. 

Peter David returned as Pastor for a short period of seven months. From 1967 to 

1971, Rev. John Kovilpillai was the Pastor. He did much evangelistic and social 

work. The church grew. In 1969, the Full Membership was 114. In 1970 Rev. 

John took some youths of TMC Sentul to help him at TMC Bukit Rotan. He was 

also the pastor there. 

 

From 1972 – 1974, Rev. James Solamadan was the Pastor. In 1972 the Full 

Membership was 129. He was also the pastor of TMC Tanjong Malim and went 

there twice a month to hold services. The church bought a new Yamaha electronic 

organ at a cost of about $2,500 with the help of the WSCS. In 1973 the Full 

Membership was 129. A Church School was organised at the beginning of the 

year and there were about 30 children and 3 teachers. Miss Ruth Beckett 

conducted a training course for the teachers. In 1974 the Full Membership was 

151. The WSCS bought furniture for the parsonage costing $700. In 1975 the Full 

Membership was 179. From February 1974 – 1976 June, Rev. Eddie 

Thoraisingam was the Pastor. He was then followed by Rev. John Kovilpillai, 

also in 1976, for two month, in July and August. 
 

Choir Ministry Extended to Other Churches 

From 1976 September – 1982, Rev. David Tharmakan was the Pastor. He 

brought revival to church music and worship. He was instrumental in building a 

strong choir, which was well known for its singing and the church was called as 

the “Singing Church.”. In 1977, the choir sang in TMC Kuala Lumpur, Ipoh and 

Tanjung Malim. In 1978 the Full Membership was 180. Outreach work was 

carried out at the Ampang New Village. The local MYF successfully hosted the 

Conference MYF Youth Institute in Sentul. The church came forward to meet the 

whole salary of the pastor.  

 



In 1979, the church choir presented a special programme called ‘Christ and the 

Unstable Man” in Kuala Lumpur, Seremban and Ipoh. In 1980, the church 

presented their third Musical Presentation entitled, ‘The Word Became Flesh’ in 

Kuala Lumpur, Seremban and Ipoh. In 1981, they had outreach work in Ampang, 

Puchong, Mindef and Sungai Way Subang. The Church Choir presented their 

fourth Musical Programme called ‘At Calvary’ in September. In 1982 the Full 

Membership was 195. The Trinity Annual Conference had through the Trustees 

handed the management of the playground leased from the Railways to the Tamil 

Church. The land adjoining the Sentul Parsonage was handed over by the Grace 

Methodist Church to the Sentul Tamil Church.  
 

Two Youths Respond for the Fulltime Ministry 

From 1983 to September 1985, Rev. Devadass Ratnam was the Pastor. Two 

youths, Mr. Justin Clarance (1984) and Mr. Devarakam John (1985) responded 

to the call, to fulltime ministry. In 1984 the Full Membership was 206. Sunday 

worship service was at 9 a.m. and Friday Prayer Service was at 7:45 pm. The 

pastor revived the defunct Youth group at the end of 1983 with a Bible Study. 

The Plan for Church Extension was sent to the Town Planners on 9 July. The 

church Building Fund had about RM 100,000. In 1985 the Full Membership was 

213. Rev. Devadass was the pastor till September. The MYF met on alternate 

Sundays in the church and about 15 youths attended. The Church School met on 

Sundays at 8:15 am in the M.B.S. (Primary) classrooms. A Young Adult 

Fellowship was organised. The proposed Church extension plan was not 

approved. The Building Fund had RM 121, 220.21.  
 

Mission Support and Sending out Missionaries 

From October 1985 to 1991 Rev. Gabriel Jabanathan was the Pastor. In 1986, 

the Full Membership was 261. Sunday Worship Service was at 9:30 am. Bible 

Study was conducted for new believers, youth and church members. The MYF 

grew from 5 to 40 members. The church had a programme to help the poor and 

the needy by giving small loans. The Church identified Selayang, Batu Caves, 

Gombak, Serdang and Ampang as possible Outreach Points. The Building Plans 

were delayed as the Government wanted a portion of the land for road extension. 

They were then informed that the land was not required. In 1987 the Full 

Membership was 308. The pastor conducted systematic Bible study and about 30 

– 40 persons attended. The Youth Bible Study was on Tuesdays. Video tape 

ministry was also started. The church spent about RM 2,580 on transport for the 

Church School children. Nine areas were identified for Cell-Groups and 13 

persons were trained to take charge. A 35 member choir played an important role 

in assisting the worship. The church staged a variety concert to raise money for 

the Church Building Fund. The youth bible study group collected about RM 950 

towards Missions and donated RM 100 each to two missionary organisations. 

Tithes increased from RM 21,000 to RM 39,000. Work on the Church Extension 

Building Project started in October 1987. The total cost of construction was RM 

248,322.50. The extension included a new Church Hall and Toilet rooms 

adjoining it. The Parsonage was enlarged to provide a Dining Room.  
 



In 1988 the Full Membership was 335. The pastor trained worship leaders to lead 

in the prayer and praise. The Church Extension programme was successfully 

completed and the building was dedicated to the glory of God on 23 April, 1988 

by the Conference President, Rev. V. John Kovilpillai. The total cost of the 

project was RM 278,121.20 and money raised through donations and the giving 

of the members was RM 194,684.84. The pastor identified leaders and trained 

them for the Cell Groups. There were 9 cell groups and 17 leaders were trained. 

About 50 persons attended the Bible Study. The total cost of the Church 

Extension and Church Hall was RM 283,000.  
 

In 1989 the Full Membership was 370, in 1990 it was 412 and 414 in 1991. The 

church launched its first English Service on 15 September 1991. The Tamil 

Worship Service was at 8:30 am and the English Worship Service at 10:30 am on 

Sundays. The church celebrated their 60th Church Anniversary on 11  August 

1991 with an Anniversary Service. Bishop Dr. Denis C. Dutton graced the 

occasion and brought the Lord’s Message. The Gospel Team went on a Ministry 

Tour to Kuantan and Tanjong Malim. During the Christmas Season of 1990, they 

ministered at Subang Parade.  
 

Growing in Prayer, Worship and Study of God’s Word 

From 1992 – 1995, Rev. Daniel Pupalarajah was the Pastor. He emphasized on 

prayer and worship, together with the study of God’s Word. In 1992 the Full 

Membership was 437. A hostel project was initiated by the Social Concerns 

Committee. The church supported missions work in Pakistan, Thailand, 

Bangladesh, Indonesia and Nepal in addition to the Sengoi Mission Work, 

Andaman Island Mission work and Individual Evangelists. To expose members 

to missions work, they were sent to Pakistan, Thailand, Medan and to the YWAM 

programme in Penang.  

 

In 1993 the Full Membership was 464. A Junior Band, a Young Adult Fellowship 

and a morning watch at 5:30 am was started. The Building Plans were altered as 

required by the authorities for a 2 storey building and submitted for approval. In 

1994 the Full Membership was 421. The church sent Miss Daisy Korinthiar as a 

missionary. The Building Plans for the 2nd Phase was rejected. In 1995 the Full 

Membership was 470.  
 

From 1996 – 1998, Rev. A.E. Joseph was the Pastor. He enhanced the worship 

and the music ministry of the church. He visited the church members regularly 

and related well with the youths. In 1996 the Full Membership was 496. The 

church sent out 10 missionaries to serve both locally and overseas. The Kajang 

and Old Klang Road Home Fellowships met fortnightly. Attendance varied from 

10 to 12 people. The church bought a second van to help in the many ministries 

of the church. The church organised a Praise and Worship concert in which most 

of the district churches participated. In 1997 ministerial student Mr. Samuel 

Periathamby assisted. The Full Membership was 443.  

 



The following were serving as missionaries of the church: Peter V. and Puspa 

(M.M.M.), Daisy Korinthiar (M.M.M.) Dass and Rani (Y.W.A.M.), James 

Maniam (Y.W.A.M.),Edwin and Shanti (M.M.M.), Shanti Latimer (Local Church 

Prayer coordinator),James Kumar (M.M.M. Coordinator). The church also 

contributed RM 2,000 monthly towards the work of missions. The church bought 

two units of condominium apartments in Sentul Perdana as investment for the 

purchase of property for worship in Ampang and Batu Caves. In 1998 Ministerial 

Student Mr. Samuel Periathamby continued to serve. The Full Membership was 

449. The church continued to support mission work with RM2000 each month. 
 

From 1999 – 2005, Rev. James Solamadan was the Pastor. In 1999 the Full 

Membership was 403 (29 members removed by Local Conference Action). In 

2000 the Full Membership was 417. The leaders were concerned that those who 

were confirmed did not show interest in the church after their Confirmation. The 

MYF faced some problems and were not meeting regularly. The pastor and the 

elders met the youths and resolved the issue. Mr. Aldrin, the ministerial student, 

helped the youth group. The church donated their second van to TMC Jerantut 

after spending about RM6,000 to repair the van. 
 

In 2001 the Full Membership was 332. The church was concerned that many 

children did not attend the Church school, but chose to attend other nearby 

churches for convenience. In 2002 the Full Membership was 354. PMR, SPM and 

STPM students were honoured with cash gifts for their good performance. In 

2003 Supply Pastor Reuben Rajandurai served from 1 August. The Full 

Membership was 373. The MYF was reorganised on 23 February and met 

fortnightly. They had 25 members. The condominiums purchased at Sentul 

Perdana were completed and the church took possession.  
 

In 2004 Supply Pastor Reuben Rajandurai continued to serve. The Full 

Membership was 372. M.S.F. was organised on 25 July. Mr. N. Pandian was 

elected the President. There were 8 Cell Groups and more than 50 families 

attended. The condominiums were dedicated on 4 July 2004 by the Conference 

President Rev. P. Tevaraji. One unit was occupied by the Senior Pastor and the 

other was rented out. With the pastor moving to the condominium there was more 

space for ministry in the church. In 2005 Rev. Reuben Kanagalingam served as 

the Assistant Pastor. The Full Membership on 5 October was 405. The church 

was air-conditioned but still lacked basic facilities like a hall and meeting rooms. 

Bible study was conducted before the Sunday morning service.  
 

Diamond Jubilee Celebrations  

From 2006 – 2017, for a period of 12 years, Rev. Devadass Ratnam was the 

Pastor. In 2006 the Full Membership was 374. The reduced number was due to 

the membership updating exercise. The Missions Committee supplied 300 bibles 

for an Indian village. New Ministries included Indian Christian Business 

Fellowship from June. This was held on alternate Fridays and about 5 to 10 

attended. 
 



The 75th Diamond Jubilee Celebrations: In 2006 three major events took place 

- Dynamic Life Conference from 28 – 30 July, Father Heart of God from 1 – 3 

September and Thanksgiving Service and Dinner on 19 November. In 2007, the 

Full Membership rose to 407. Weekend ministerial student was Mr. Kunabalan. 

The Missions Committee raised RM 5,649 for the purchase of bibles for Indian 

Villages. There were 55 children in the Church School in the main church, 15 in 

Kepong and 10 in the Ampang Outreach. There was a hospitality room at the old 

parsonage building. The church began ministry in Kepong with Mr. Joel Kumar 

as a worker. 
 

Ministry Personnel Strengthened 

In 2008 the following were the local church workers: Pastor Joel Kumar, Sis 

Sarah Nadarajah, Mr. Peter Anthony and Mr. Victor Alagesan. The Full 

Membership was 420. The church supported mission work in Orissa, Myanmar 

and Nepal. Orang Asli visits were done. Social Concerns ministry included the 

setting up of a Tuition Centre. The Christian Education Committee organized a 

library. There were three outreaches: Kepong (under Pastor Joel Kumar and 20-

30 attend), Ampang (covered by Miss Sarah Nadarajah and 30 attend) and Cheras 

a (Joint Outreach with TMC KL).  
 

The Joy of Giving Birth to a New Church after 80 Years 

In 2009 the church added Ms. Shanti Latimer (Intercession) to their ministerial 

team. The Full Membership was 402. They helped to build a church in Orissa for 

RM 11,000 for the tribal people. Cheras was recommended to become a Local 

Conference in just 3 years. In 2010 the Full Membership was 346 after it was 

updated to 337 at the Second Local Conference. The formation of Cheras as a 

Local Church on 27 March 2010, is the first for the Sentul church after 80 

years of history. The Sentul church faced the challenges of an economic and 

property boom in Sentul. 
 

Involvment in the Social Needs of the Community  

In 2011 the church had the assistance of ministerial student Mr. Ronald Rohendra 

Rao and Mr. Edward Maniam as a church worker. The Full Membership was 316. 

Through the “My Daftar Campaign” the church helped people with problems of 

Red IC, no IC and no Birth Certificates. The impact was tremendous to the extent 

that the Batu Caves Hindu Temple Committee asked the church’s help. Also, a 

Tamil Newspaper published an article about the church’s involvement in this 

project. 
 

Development around the Church Poses New Challenges 

In 2012 Mr Yesudass joined as Church Worker. The Full Membership was 328. 

The church considered giving up the present location and negotiated with YTL 

for an alternative site in Sentul itself. This is to be fully built with a church and 

ministry facilities. This was made known to the TAC leadership. In 2013 the Full 

Membership was 357.  

 

 

 



Evangelism was done in Karak, Ampang and Kirubai areas. In 2014 the Full 

Membership was 364. Rev. Devadass underwent a triple bypass heart surgery on 

20 January. He was on recovery leave till 31 May. There was some work among 

the migrant Sri Lankans. There was an urgent need for a fulltime worker in the 

Karak area. The church spent RM40,000 to upgrade their P.A. system. 
 

In 2015 the Full Membership was 361. The Sri Lankan migrant ministry was 

organized. The Ampang Outreach work was done in two areas – Taman Cahaya 

and Bukit Belacan. The church contributed RM71,620 towards the Nehemiah 

Project of the TAC. The church strongly requested for a full time Assistant Pastor. 

In 2016 the Full Membership was 369. In 2017 the Full Membership was 349. 

After faithfully serving the Sentul church for 12 years, Rev. Devadass Ratnam 

retired at the end of the year. The Ampang work continued to grow with the 

placement of Mr. Clarence James as a worker.  
 

Returning to Serve the Home Church 

In 2018, Rev. Justin Clarance was appointed the Pastor. Rev. Justin, who was 

sent for ministry by the Sentul Church, returned with much experience. In 2018 

the Full Membership was 349. There were 10 active Small Groups and they met 

every first and third Tuesdays.   
 

In 2019, Rev. Justin Clarance is the Pastor. The Lay Leader of the local church is 

Mr. Mohan Moses and the LCEC Chairperson is Mr. Guna  Arulalan David. The 

Full Membership is 318. The church has one Outreach Point in Ampang with 60 

adults and 13 children. Mr. Clarence James is the Church Worker placed there. 

The membership of the Agencies is as follows: MYF (18), MYAF (21), MSF (63) 

and MW (57). There are 51 children, 5 teachers and 4 helpers in the Church 

School in Sentul and 14 children, 4 teachers and 3 helpers in the Ampang 

Outreach. The church has 4 Life Groups in Sentul, Ampang, Setapak and one 

MYF Group.   
 

Conclusion: TMC Sentul was started because there was a need for the people in 

Sentul to have a Tamil worship service. Today the church has grown 

tremendously and is serving not only her members and those in the Sentul 

vicinity, but through the work of missions, they have reached out to many parts 

of the world. The church has produced the following pastors: Rev. Justin 
Clarence, Rev. Devarakam John (Herbert), Rev. Francis Loh (ELCM) and the late 
Rev. Francis Lawrence (TRAC). The church needs more in number, both in their 

pastoral team as well as their lay leaders to enable and ensure greater impact 

within the local church as well as in the society at large. This would then make 

the church to keep on moving to greater heights for the glory of God.  

 

Sources: 

1. Methodist Journals – MAC,TPAC, TAC 
2. Local Church Souvenir Programmes 
3. Local Church Feedback 

 



PASTORAL ROLL 

 

1926 – 1929     Rev. L.A. Samuel 

1930 – 1932    Rev. S.A. Philips  

1933 – 1935     Rev. N.G. Manickam  

1936 – 1939    Rev. S.A. Philips  

1940      Rev. Paul Athimuthu 

War Years    Rev. Ponniah 

1948     Rev. Paul Athimuthu 

1949 – 1950    Rev. M. Thangamuthu 

1951 – 1952    Rev. J.A.P. Oswald 

1953 – 1955     Rev. John Abraham 

1956 – 1959     Rev. C.A. Watson 

1959     Rev. Peter David 

1960 – 1966     Rev. S.A. Andar 

1966      Rev. Peter David (7 months) 

1967 – 1971     Rev. John Kovilpillai 

1972 – 1974 Jan.    Rev. James Solamadan  

1974 Feb. – 1976 June     Rev. Eddie Thoraisingham  

1976 July – Aug.    Rev. John Kovilpillai   

1976 – 1982     Rev. David Tharmakan 

1983 – 1985 Sept.   Rev. Devadass Ratnam  

1985 Oct. - 1991    Rev. Gabriel Jabanathan  

1992 – 1995     Rev. Daniel Pupalarajah 

1996 – 1998     Rev. A.E. Joseph 

1999 – 2005     Rev. James Solamadan  

2006 – 2017     Rev. Devadass Ratnam 

2018 onwards    Rev. Justin Clarance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LAY LEADERS/LCEC CHAIRPERSONS  
         

Year Lay Leader LCEC Chairperson 

1930's N/A Mr. Ghandi 

1950's   Mr. Kulasingam 

1971   Mr. K.Pandian 

1972 - 1984 Mr. James Thanasamy Mr. K.Pandian 

1985 - 1986 Mr. Manickam Mr. K.Pandian 

1987 - 1992 Mr. James Thanasamy Mr. K.Pandian 

1993 - 1994 Mr. James Thanasamy Mr. Paul Packianathan 

1995 Mr. James Thanasamy Mr. Samuel Peter Gunalan 

1996 Mr. James Thanasamy 
Mr. Philomon Paul  

(Vice Chairman) 95/96 

1997 - 2001 Mr. Philomon Paul Mr. Samuel Peter Gunalan 

2002 - 2003 Mr. N.Pandian Mr. Samuel Peter Gunalan 

2004 Mr .A.E.David Mr. Samuel Peter Gunalan 

2005 Mr. Mohan Moses Mr. Samuel Peter Gunalan 

2006 - 2012 Mr. Mohan Moses Mr .A.E.David 

2013 Mr. Chandran Mr. Mohan Moses 

2014 - 2019 Mr. Mohan Moses Mr. Guna Arulalan David 

 
 
 
 

TMC Sentul church front 

TMC Sentul LCEC Group Photo - 2019 



BUKIT ROTAN 

 

The Early Years 

The Tamil Methodist ministry in Bukit Rotan goes back to the 1920s. It is 

reported that Pastor L.A. Samuel, who served as the Pastor from 1939 to 1959, 

organised Church school classes, youth meetings and worship services. He started 

a Tamil Vernacular School where he taught in the mornings. He held services in 

several estates and conducted open-air worship meetings. He baptised 83 converts 

and solemnised 76 Christian marriages. Travel was difficult, often on bullock-

cart and there were tigers on the prowl. (Source: “In God’s Light” biography of 

LA Samuel p. 8).  
 

Church Building Needs Urgent Repair 

In 1969, Rev. John Kovilpillai, the pastor of TMC Sentul, was the Pastor in 

charge from May. The Full Membership was 38. In 1970 Rev. Kovilpillai visited 

twice a month along with a group of young people from the Sentul Church. The 

church building needed to be rebuilt and the congregation raised RM 500. The 

parsonage was rented for a monthly rent of RM 15.  
 

Young Ministerial Students on Practical Breaks 

From 1971 – 1973, Rev. Jacob Paul, the pastor of TMC KL, was the Pastor in 

charge. The Building Fund amounted to $ 1,671.30 at the T.P.A.C. Office and  

$1,500 at the Methodist Headquarters. In 1972 TMCKL was actively involved in 

Bukit Rotan and they in turn carried out outreach work in Bukit Belimbing Estate. 

For the first time, three young people from Bukit Rotan attended the National 

Youth Institute – Daniel, Chandran and Simon. The Conference President, Rev. 

T.R. Doraisamy, initiated and kindly provided funds for them to attend the 

Institute. From 1 May, Mr. Gabriel Jabanathan, a ministerial student, for his one 

year field work, was stationed in Monmouth Estate. He was instrumental in 

bringing new life to the church. Miss Ruth Beckett, an O.M.F. Missionary on 

secondment to the Tamil Conference, was involved in Church School Teacher 

Training. 
 

In 1973, this congregation made up of a small group of rubber tappers 

(membership 56) gave a total of $1,816.51 for all causes. There were two 

outstation Church Schools run by them. Ms. Ruth Beckett continued to help train 

the teachers. Their Building Fund stood at around $ 9,000. Mr. Gabriel 

Jabanathan brought to the church and the community a new impetus of the Spirit. 

Mr. P. Tevaraji, another ministerial student, ably continued to build and develop 

the work. 
 

From1974 – 1976, Rev. Francis Sunderaraj, the pastor of TMC KL, was the 

Pastor in charge. The Full Membership was 68. Mr. Tevaraji completed his field 

work on 30 April 1974 and Mr. A. Simon Chandran, another ministerial student, 

began his field work on 1 May 1974.With the assistance of TMC KL, the 

Monmouth Estate Chapel was equipped with 12 pews and 1 pulpit.  

 

 



The congregation enthusiastically cooperated in the renovation and extension of 

the Chapel and the repairing of the attap roof of the Bukit Rotan church building. 

The Building Fund stood at $ 10,922.41 as on 30 September 1974. A Vacation 

Bible School was held for the first time in December 1973. Miss Beckett was a 

great help in training and preparing the teachers. In 1975 the Building Fund stood 

at RM 13,080.46 as of 30 September 1975. Efforts were made to secure the 

renewal of the land lease for 99 years. While continuing as an employee of the 

government, Mr. Victor Vethamani gave himself to the ministry in Bukit Rotan 

during the weekends.  
 

From 1977 to 1978, Rev. John Kovilpillai, the pastor of TMC KL, gave Pastoral 

leadership. Mr. S. Daniel, a Church School product from Bukit Rotan conducted 

regular Sunday worship services and Bible study classes. In the month of May, 

Mr. S. Duraisingam, another ministerial student from UBS India on one year 

practical break, served in Bukit Rotan. He and Mr. S. Daniel were actively 

involved in Estate Evangelism and visitation. In 1978 the Full Membership was 

183. Mr. S. Daniel went to Johor Bahru for theological studies. Mr. Peter 

Jebasekaran, a prospect for ministerial training, assisted. 
 

Youths Leaving For Job Opportunities 

From 1979 – 1983 Rev. David Tharmakan, the pastor of TMC Sentul, was the 

Pastor in charge. In 1979, the Full Membership was 128. The church found it 

difficult to get sufficient Church School teachers because of young people leaving 

for work in Kuala Lumpur. There was no news from the Trustees regarding the 

renewal of the lease for the Bukit Rotan land. The final plan for the building of a 

chapel in Monmouth Estate was already submitted. 

In 1980 the Full Membership was 72. This lively congregation had the ministry 

of Rev. David Tharmakan who was also pastor of the Sentul congregation and the 

Conference Youth Director. The church WSCS hosted the first District WSCS 

Conference. Plans for a Chapel and Community Centre at Monmouth Estate were 

submitted to the authorities. The chapel at Monmouth Estate was arranged by the 

Local Council to be built by the Public Works Department according to approved 

plans. 
 

A Local Called for Ministry 

In 1981 the Full Membership was 78. Mr. Daniel Samikanu, a local lay worker 

helped in the outreach work in Bukit Rotan and in Batang Berjuntai. TMC KL 

supported this worker and the local church provided the transport allowance. The 

weekly bible study was attended by more Hindus than the church people in 

Elmore Estate. Plans submitted for approval for the new church building was held 

up at the Land Office for quite some time, pending the conversion of the land 

from Agricultural to Residential. This conversion was now approved.  

 

 

 

 



They now waited for the approval of the Building Plan. RM 10,000 grant was 

given by the State Government to put up a Chapel at the Monmouth Estate. When 

plans were submitted to the Public Works Department, who were to put up this 

building, they found that the cost would be approximately RM 30,000. The 

District Officer applied to the State Government to increase the grant to RM 

40,000. 
 

Chapel at the Monmouth Estate 

In 1982 the Full Membership was 79. Though the lease for the church land was 

extended for 66 years, the building plan was not passed yet. Several trips to the 

Kuala Selangor District Office and the office of the Assemblyman did not bring 

any solution. The Building Fund with Methodist H.Q. stood at RM 60,694.41. As 

for the chapel at the Monmouth Estate, with the church building just four miles 

away in the Bukit Rotan town, it was felt that it would be better to renovate the 

chapel with the RM 10,000 grant from the government rather than build a new 

and much bigger one as originally proposed. In 1983 the Full Membership was 

82. The Building Plan was redrawn because the Town Council had taken 10 feet 

of the church’s land for road widening. 
 

From 1984 – 1985, Rev. Devadass Ratnam, the pastor of TMC Sentul, was the 

Pastor in charge. In 1984 the Full Membership was 82. The final Building Plan 

documents for the church and parsonage on Lot 1, Sec. 2, Jalan Bukit Rotan, 

Kampung Rotan, District of Api-Api/Ijok were signed and submitted for 

approval. In 1985 the Full Membership was 86. The church was told verbally that 

the plan for the church building had been approved but was not informed 

officially. The amended plans were signed for the proposed church and 

parsonage. 
 

From 1986 – 1987 Rev. Gabriel Jabanathan, the pastor of TMC Sentul, was the 

Pastor in charge. In 1986, the Full Membership was 84 (Damansara 21 and Bukit 

Rotan area 63). The church spent about RM1,200 to renovate the Chapel at 

Monmouth Estate and to extend the back to construct a sitting room, a bedroom 

and a kitchen for the worker to stay. Damansara was the church’s Outreach where 

worship was conducted on Sundays at 7.30 pm. For the Bukit Rotan congregation, 

the worship services were conducted in the chapel at the Monmouth Estate. The 

Building Plan for the church and parsonage in Bukit Rotan were approved by the 

government. In the process of waiting, the lease for the land was renewed. In 1987 

the Full Membership was 119. There were about 15 children in the Church 

School. They met in Nicol Garden Estate and there were six in Monmouth Estate. 

A kindergarten was started with the help of Rev. Kovilpillai and there were 10 

children. The teacher was paid RM 250 salary and the rental was RM 100. The 

total construction cost for the Bukit Rotan Building Project was estimated at RM 

105,000 
 

 

 

 

 



Bukit Rotan Building Project 

From1988– 1990, a new graduate Pastor Arulandu, took charge. The church in 

the Bukit Rotan town was to be the centre for the circuit covering members from 

the Kuala Selangor area, Bukit Rotan town, Monmouth Estate, Batang Berjuntai 

and Tanjung Karang. The Building Plans for the sanctuary and parsonage at the 

Bukit Rotan town were finally approved and tenders were called and the contract 

signed.  

 

In 1988 the Full Membership grew to 146. Bukit Rotan congregation was one of 

the oldest churches in Selangor but was without a proper place of worship for 

many years. The present Building Project was initiated about 16 years ago and 

the people waited patiently and the Lord has blessed them with a beautiful church 

and parsonage. The total cost of the project was RM134,460. The money collected 

over the years was RM102,000. The balance amount to be raised was RM32,460. 

This balance was reduced to RM15,000 with the help of Rev. V. John Kovilpillai 

and Mr. E.V. Nesaratnam. The church applied for a loan of RM 15,000. 
 

Looking Towards Kapar, Kuala Selangor and Tanjong Karang 

In 1989 the Full Membership dropped to 128 because 28 members in Damansara 

were transferred to the Kuala Lumpur Outreach in Kg. Pinang. The pastor 

arranged for four bible classes in Bukit Rotan, Sg. Yu, Monmouth Estate and 

Batang Berjuntai. The church settled the Building Fund loan and received RM 

10,000 from the Government. In 1990 the Full Membership was 120. Kapar was 

identified as a possible Outreach, together with Kuala Selangor and Tanjong 

Karang for future ministry. 
 

Membership Dips 

From 1991 – 1993 Rev. David Paul Raj was the Pastor and he began his ministry 

from 1 December 1990. The Full Membership was 131. Bible studies were 

conducted in Monmouth Estate (about 15-20 people attend on Fridays at 7.30pm) 

and in Batang Berjuntai (about 10-15 people attended on Wednesdays). In 1992 

the Full Membership was 131. The church had an outreach ministry in Batu 

Belah. About 25 Hindus attended the meetings on Thursdays. The church was 

strong in the area of social concerns. They stored food to help the needy. Co-

operative sale of cooking oil at a low price was started for members. In 1993 the 

Full Membership dropped to 98. The local authorities required 60 feet of the 

church’s land for development purposes. The church asked for compensation. 
 

Damansara Outreach Point Added 

From 1994 to 2000 Rev. Vinsant Rayar was the Pastor. In 1994, the Full 

Membership was 85 with about 70 in regular attendance. In 1995 the Full 

Membership remained at 85. From July, the Damansara Outreach Point of TMC 

KL was handed over to TMC Bukit Rotan. An Outreach ministry was started in 

Sekinchan. Though a small rural congregation, this church has ambitiously 

launched into three major projects: (a) Church Building Extension (b) Purchase 

of a van and (c) Purchase of a P.A. system. In 1996 the Full Membership rose to 

143. At the Damamsara Outreach, ministerial student Mr. Jevaratnam served. The 



Full Membership was 43. The church bought a van. In 1997 the members in 

Damansara looked for a new place of worship as their present place might be 

taken over for development purposes. Student pastor Mr. Joseph Yesupatham 

served here. Though small and rural, the church had a vision to put up a new 

building costing RM600,000. In 1998 the Full Membership was 182. They started 

a Children’s Worship Service. 

 

In 1999 the Full Membership was 172 and in 2000 it was 176. The MYAF 

committed themselves to establish the Batu 16 Sungai Buloh Outreach ministry. 

The Damansara Outreach was blessed with a Church Building costing RM152, 

000 through the help of a loan from Mr. Anthony Row. Ministerial student Mr. 

Anthony Panan, gave encouragement and leadership in Damansara. 
 

Sungai Buloh Outreach 

From 2001 – 2002 Rev. Jonathan Jesudas was the Pastor. In 2001 the Full 

Membership was 179 and in 2002 it was 182. From 2003 – 2008, Rev. P. 

Sandireaseheran was the Pastor. In 2003, the Full Membership was 192. Though 

there were plans to make Kampung Kayu Ara a local church, it was deferred. In 

2004 the Full Membership of TMC Bukit Rotan rose to 213. There were 7 Cell 

groups in Bukit Rotan and 5 groups in Kayu Ara. Sungai Buloh was declared as 

an Outreach of TMC Bukit Rotan. In 2005 the Full Membership was 127. A plan 

to upgrade and extend the church building was submitted at a cost of RM170,000. 

Until the church renovation work was completed, that is from April 2008 to 

March 2010, the congregation worshipped in a Chapel in Caledonia Estate which 

was given by the Estate Management. The Sungai Buloh Outreach co-ordinator 

was Mr. Jesudass Sinnappen. Regular attendance for Sunday service was about 

15 people. There were Cell Groups in Kg. Baru Sg. Buloh/Mah Seng (Subang) 

and Bandar Baru (Sungai Buloh).  
 

Thoughts of a Campus Ministry 

In 2006 the Full Membership was 133. The extension work on the church building 

at RM170, 000 was given a grace period of up to November 2006. In 2007 the 

Full Membership was 137. The church worked towards establishing a Campus 

Ministry. Some students from the University Selangor (Unisel) in Batang 

Berjuntai were ferried on Sundays to the church. The building plans were 

approved on 11 October 2007 and work on the RM170,000 church extension 

Project was to begin soon. In 2008 the Church worship services in Bukit Rotan 

was at 9 am. There was an average attendance of 85-100 people. The Sungai 

Buloh service was at 6 pm. with an average attendance of 25-30 people. The Full 

Membership was 146. The Small Groups met in Kuala Selangor, Bukit Rotan, 

Batang Berjuntai and Sungai Buloh and an average of 10 people gathered in every 

group. The Church School which met in Sungei Buloh at 5.30pm, had 7 children 

and a teacher.  The church started an evening Church School in Kuala Selangor 

where 15 children met every Tuesday at 8 pm. The MSF in Bukit Rotan was 

formed on 13 April 2008.The church embarked on putting up a new worship 

sanctuary. The project took off in April 2008. The Caledonia Chapel was situated 

in the Caledonia Division (Batu Arang) of the Kuala Lumpur Kepong Group of 



estates. It was given for their use in 2004 and the church has congregated in this 

chapel for worship since May 2008. In 2009 Rev. Anthony Panan was the 

Pastor. The Full Membership was 141. Many ministries of the church were 

affected because of the delay in the completion of the building project 

(Sanctuary).The Full Membership was 137. The new building work completed in 

March 2010 at the cost of RM350,000 including the fittings. The worship in the 

new building took place on Easter Day April 4, 2010. 
 

New Sanctuary Dedicated 

From 2010 to 2012, Rev. S. Jevaratnam was the Pastor. In 2010 he was assisted 

by Supply Pastor S. Selvaraj. The Dedication Service of the new sanctuary was 

held on 25 July 2010. They also had a Fund Raising Dinner after the Dedication 

Service. Pastor S. Selvaraj, with his experience, gave able leadership and settled 

a number of unfinished businesses. In 2011 the Full Membership was 136. 

Ministerial student Mr. Samuel Manokaran Jacob served for a year. The church 

formed a Pro Tem Committee for Sungai Buloh Outreach. In 2012, he was 

assisted by Rev. David Tharmakan. 
 

Reconciliation Service 

From 2013 to 2014, Rev. David Tharmakan was the Pastor. In 2012, the Full 

Membership was 132. In 2013 it was 133. There were challenging situations 

between the church leadership and the pastors due to the Building Project. In view 

of this, a reconciliation service was held on 8 September 2013 between the church 

and three former pastors, namely Rev. Sandireaseheran, Rev. Anthony Panan and 

Rev. Jevaratnam and their families. This is commendable for the church leaders 

acknowledged and did the needful to keep the unity of the church. 
 

Single storey corner terrace house a “gift” 

A single storey (corner terrace house) was given as a “gift” to the church by Mr. 

Balraj (a member of Bukit Rotan). In 2014 the Full Membership was 156. The 

Friday ministry was affected after the pastor fell ill but it still continued. Rev. 

David Tharmakan had a bypass surgery and was on leave for about two months. 

The church had a successful Fund Raising Dinner to raise money to buy a van. It 

was also to pay back all the loans they took for their Building Fund. 
 

From 2015 to 2017, Rev. Dr. A.E. Joseph was the Pastor. In 2015 Rev. S. 

Krishnan was appointed to help Rev. A.E. Joseph. The Full Membership was 158. 

From 2016 – 2018, Lay Pastor Jeyaseelan John was appointed to help the pastor-

in-charge. In 2016 the Full Membership was 159. There were plans to develop 

Tasek Puteri into an Outreach Point by 2017/2018. In 2017 the Full Membership 

was 154. 
 

In 2018 Rev. Vinsant Rayar, the pastor of TMC Klang, was the Pastor in charge. 

Lay Pastor Jeyaseelan continued to help. In 2018 the Full Membership was 142. 

The church planned to start a Preaching Point/Outreach ministry at Bestari Jaya 

& Tasek Puteri. 
 



In 2019, Rev. Jonathan Jesudas, is the Pastor-in-charge. He is assisted by Lay 

Pastor P.P. Abraham. The Full Membership is 142. There are a total of 7 Cell 

Groups in these places: (a) Taman Bukit Rotan, (b) Kuala Selangor, (c) Shah 

Alam & Kapar, (d)Bestari Jaya, (e)Tasik Puteri, (f) Sg. Buloh, (g) Kota 

Damansara. They have one Outreach work in Sungai Buloh and one Preaching 

Point in Tasik Puteri. The membership in the Agencies is as follows: MYF (21), 

MYAF (42), MSF (28) and MW (37). There are 40 children and 7 teachers 

(inclusive of helpers) in the Church School. 

 

Conclusion: TMC Bukit Rotan has a long history going back to the 1920s. In 

those days travel was difficult (bullock cart) and dangerous (tigers could be 

following). Much has changed since then. From a Full Membership of 38 in 1969, 

after 50 years it is now 142. There were three Church Buildings: first was 

dedicated in 1929, the second in 1988 and the third in 2010. The ministry has 

expanded, reaching out to the surrounding towns and estates. The active Cell 

Group ministry is an indication of the church’s keenness to provide spiritual 

nurture to the members. This, together with active agencies and Children’s 

Ministry, shows the bright future of this church.   

 

Sources: 
 

1. “In God’s Light” LA Samuel 

2. Methodist Journals – MAC, TPAC, TAC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PASTORAL ROLL  

 

1926      Pastor Devasahayam  

1927 – 1929    Pastor Rajamoney 

1930 – 1934     Rev. K.J. Timothy 

1935 – 1938    Pastor Isaac Manickam 

1939 – 1959     Pastor L.A. Samuel 

1960     Pastor D.D. Abraham 

1961 – 1963    Pastor D.A. Chelliah 

1964 – 1970    Pastor D.D. Abraham (Part Time) 

1969 – 1970     Rev. John Kovilpillai  

1971 – 1973     Rev. Jacob Paul  

1974 – 1976     Rev. Francis Sunderaraj 

1977 – 1978     Rev. John Kovilpillai 

1979 -1983     Rev. David Tharmakan  

1984 – 1985     Rev. Devadass Ratnam  

1986 – 1987     Rev. Gabriel Jabanathan  

1988 – 1990     Pastor Arulandu  

1991 –1993    Rev. David Paul Raj 

1994 – 2000    Rev. Vinsant Rayar 

2001 – 2002     Rev. Jonathan Jesudas 

2003 – 2008     Rev. P. Sandireaseheran  

2009     Rev. Anthony Panan 

2010 – 2011    Rev. Jevaratnam 

2012 – 2014    Rev. David Tharmakan  

2015 – 2017    Rev. Dr A.E. Joseph 

2018     Rev. Vinsant Rayar  

2019     Rev. Jonathan Jesudas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lay Leaders/LCEC Chairpersons  

Year Lay Leader LCEC Chairperson 

1939 - 1940 Mr. Peter Asirvatham N/A 

1941 -  Mr. Samikannu N/A 

1955 - 1960 Mr. Sundram Manickam N/A 

1973 -  Mr. John N/A 

1987 - 1992 Mr. George Samikannu Mr. Christopher Yesupatham 

1993 Mr. George Samikannu Rev. David Paul Raj 

1994 - 1995 Mr. George Samikannu Rev. Vinsant Rayar 

1996 - 2000 Mr. Sinnappen Rev. Vinsant Rayar 

2001 Mr. Sinnappen Mr. Anthony Das 

2002 - 2003 Mr. Tamil Chelvam Mr. Anthony Das 

2004 - 2009 Mr. Sargunawaran Mr. Anthony Das 

2010 - 2012 Mr. Anthony Das Mr. Jesudass Sinnappen 

2013 - 2014 Mr. Raymond Mr. Jesudass Sinnappen 

2015 - 2017 Mr. Jesudass Sinnappen Mr. Anthony Das 

2018 Mr. Anthony Das Mr. Jesudass Sinnappen 

2019 Mr. Thavethu Rajan Rev. Jonathan Jesudas 



RAUB 

 

Unclear Beginnings 

The ministry among the Tamil Methodists in Raub dates back to 1927, but no 

detailed records are available. From 1938 to 1947, Rev. M. Thangamuthu was 

the Pastor. On 31 December 1940 the Full Membership was 22. From 1942 – 

1945 there are no reports because of the Second World War. In 1948 Rev. K. J. 

Timothy was the Pastor. The Statistics Report does not mention Raub as a 

separate local church. In 1949 Raub is mentioned in the Statistical Report but no 

figures were given. In 1951 there were 32 Full Members. From 1952 to 1954 Rev. 

G.D. Thambidorai was the Pastor. In 1952 the Full Membership was 30 and in 

1954 it was 39. In 1955, Rev. Chelliah was the Pastor. 
 

West Pahang Circuit 
From 1956 to 1962 Rev. S. Ratnasamy was the Pastor. In 1956 the Full 

Membership was 69. From 1957 Raub was part of the West Pahang Circuit of 

the MAC. In 1958 the Full Membership was 55, and in 1959 it was 57. In 1959, 

Bentong was separated from Raub and joined the congregation in Mentakab. In 

1960 the Full Membership of this Circuit was 64, in 1961 it was 59 and in 1962 

it was 60. The members were spread from Kuala Lipis to Mentakab, a distance of 

about 110 miles. The pastor had a difficult task of covering the area every month 

and Miss Mitchell’s car was a great help.  
 

Raub with Cheroh, Bentong and Kuala Lipis 

From 1963 to 1965 Rev. John Abraham was the Pastor of the West Pahang 

Tamil Circuit which included Raub, Bukit Dinding Estate, Cheroh Estate, Sabai 

Estate, Edensor Estate, Bentong and Kuala Lipis. In 1964, the Full Membership 

was 70. Rev. Abraham’s work was like the “Chaplaincy”. He made periodic visits 

to the different places and conducted prayer meetings or worship services. In 1965 

the Full Membership was 74. Church Schools were held in Raub, Cheroh, Bukit 

Dinding and Kuala Lipis with a total enrolment of 65. The people were from the 

lower income group so provision of items such as used clothing, flour, and milk 

powder were given. Yet the people gave sacrificially. The giving was as follows: 

1962 – RM602, 1963 – RM853, 1964 – RM1294, 1965 – RM1362. Mr. Edward 

Pachymuthu came into the Circuit and provided able leadership as the Official 

Board Chairperson. 
 

In 1966, Pastor Joseph Devasagayam was the Pastor. There was work among 

the Tamil women and children in Raub and in the surrounding estates. A WSCS 

was formed. The Full Membership was 73. The pastor and laymen cleared the 2 

½ acre hill behind the parsonage and planted hill paddy. The proceeds from the 

harvest was for the Building Fund for the construction of a multi-purpose building 

on the hill. A successful Variety Concert was organised in September to boost 

this Fund. 

 

 

 



Indian Missionary Pastor 

From 1967 Rev. Donald M. Smith gave Pastoral leadership. In May, Raub 

welcomed Rev. & Mrs. Francis Sunderaraj and their daughter Maliga from 

India. Since the departure of the Smith family, they gave pastoral leadership to 

both the Tamil and English congregations. They initiated a Tamil and English 

congregation, a Tamil class and an Intermediate Youth Fellowship. The Full 

Membership was 88. In 1969 Rev. A G. J. Rasanayakam was the Pastor. In 

1969, the Full Membership was 25 and in 1970 it was 37. Rev. Rasanayakam 

covered Raub, Cheroh and Kuala Lipis. He met with an accident at the end of 

October 1970, and his left hand was fractured. He was excused from attending 

the Conference. Part of Raub’s parsonage was used to house the Wesley 

Kindergarten at a monthly rent of RM 40.  
 

Low on Finance 

In 1971 and 1972, the Pastor was Rev. S. A. Andar. The Full Membership was 

58. The District provided the pastor with a Honda motorcycle. The pastor 

preached twice a month in Kuala Lipis, 38 miles away and twice a month in the 

Cheroh and Gali Estates. He was ably assisted by Mr. Shanthosham, a lay 

preacher. There were 4 Church Schools. In 1972 the Full Membership was 63. 

The women and youths ran a Merdeka Stall and raised funds to clear debts and 

boost the Church Funds. In 1973 and 1974 Rev. E. J. Thoraisingam was the 

Pastor. The Full Membership was 69. The MYF met weekly in the Cheroh Estate 

Chapel. The church spent RM1,100 towards the renovation of the parsonage. 

Evangelistic meetings were held at the Dewan Jubilee, Raub with the Bagavathar 

Vethanayagam Sastriar on 10 & 11 July and on 12 July at Kuala Lipis. TPAC 

President, Rev. T.R. Doraisamy visited the Raub church on 25 February and the 

children of the Cheroh Estate welcomed him with the traditional Tamil Dance 

‘Kummi’. In 1974 the Full Membership was 69. The members of the churches in 

Raub and Kuala Lipis attended the Evangelistic Meetings by Dr. G. D. James 

from May 27 – 31. Rev. S. A. Andar who served this circuit as pastor, passed 

away on 21 March 1974. Mr. S.M. Sadagopan served from 1 May. Irregular 

members came back to church.  
 

Theological Students Help 

In 1975 the Full Membership was 66. The Raub Circuit was served by three 

theological students: (1) Mr. S.M. Sadagopan – from October to November 1974, 

(2) Mr. Vincent Jeyaraj – from January to April 1975 and (3) Mr. Jacob David – 

from May to September 1975. The Raub Circuit had four Preaching Points which 

were Kuala Lipis, Cheroh Estate, Sg. Bilut Estate and Jerantut. There were two 

MYF groups, one at Cheroh Estate and the other at Raub. They worked hard to 

earn about RM500 to send about 10 youths to the MYF Institute at Kuantan. From 

May 1977 Pastor Jacob David served the Raub/Lipis Circuit. Mr. Anthony Row, 

a ministerial student, served for seven months.  
 

Raub/Lipis Circuit 

From 1978 to 1984 Rev. S. Sundararaj was the Pastor of the Raub/Lipis Circuit. 

In 1978, the Full Membership was 78. The Cheroh Estate Building Repair Fund 



stood at RM195. In 1980 weekly services were held in Raub and Cheroh. In 1981 

the Full Membership was 92.  In 1982 there was a revival and 11 people were 

brought to faith. In 1983 the Full Membership was 100. Mr. Timothy Ria Rajah 

helped. Worship services were held in the MGS Primary School. The church was 

self-supporting.  
 

From 1985 – December 1992 Rev. Daniel Poopalarajah was the Pastor of the 

Raub/Cheroh Circuit. In 1985 TMC Mentakab, being themselves a year old as a 

local church, reached out to Bentong, which then became their Outreach Point. In 

1986 the Full Membership was 99. In 1987 and 1988 Mr. K. Jayabalan was placed 

as the Outreach Worker. The Full Membership was 150. There were nine cell 

groups organised in the Raub and Cheroh area. They had a “Prayer Tower” but 

only a few came to pray. On 1 May a one-day Teachers’ Training was organised. 

A total of 20 participants came from Raub, Cheroh, Kuala Lipis and Budu Estate.  
 

Five Outreaches of Raub 

The following Outreach Points came under the Raub Local Conference: (a) 

Cheroh – 10 miles (b) Kuala Lipis - 40 miles (c) Budu Estate - 25 miles (d) Benta 

Estate - 20 miles (d) Selborne Estate - 30 miles (e) Dura Estate - 50 miles. The 

Estate Management in Budu gave the church a small building in the estate to be 

used as a chapel. Renovations were made and the building was dedicated as the 

Budu Methodist Chapel on Monday 8 June 1987 by Rev. John Kovilpillai, the 

Conference President. The land approved for the building of the Tamil Methodist 

Church was fenced and funds were raised for the building. In 1988 the Full 

Membership was 165. The church continued to use the parsonage for worship 

services and other activities. They decided to put up a larger building with various 

other facilities at a cost of RM150,000. The Management of the Cheroh Estate 

did not give permission to rebuild the church in Cheroh. The members became 

weary of waiting. The Cheroh members met in the home of a member. 
 

In 1989 the Full Membership was 175. Building plans for a church in Raub was 

submitted to the Raub Town Council for approval. The church raised RM25,000 

towards the RM150,000 Project. The pastor Rev. Daniel Poopalarajah met with a 

bad motor accident on 21 April 1989. He was on medical leave for two months. 

The lay members assisted in all areas of the church work.  
 

Cheroh Became a Local Conference 

In 1990 the Full Membership was 88. The Worship Service was at 9 a.m. in the 

parsonage and about 70 attended. The Church Worker Yesudason was beaten up 

by some persons while returning from ministry. He was badly hurt and a leg was 

broken. The Fraser’s Hill Service was started on Wednesdays at 5.30 p.m. and 

about 10 attended.  
 

The Church school had 35 children. 52 members were transferred to Cheroh, 

when they became a Local Conference in January 1990. In 1991 the Full 

Membership was 75. The church Building Plan was not approved by the D.O. 

The pastor offered his parsonage hall to be used for the Sunday worship.  



The number of worshippers increased and they decided to renovate and extend 

the parsonage hall. The total cost was about RM15,000. The church raised about 

RM5,000 and appealed for RM10,000 from the Conference. In 1992 the Full 

Membership was 77. They had prayer huts at the back. The Raub Town Council 

rejected the church’s sanctuary project. The Parsonage Hall was renovated and 

extended to accommodate about 150 people. The well-furnished sanctuary cum 

parsonage was dedicated on 21 November 1992 by Rev. David Tharmakan. 
 

Raub Bible School 

From December 1992 to 1995, Rev. C. Paul Arputharaj was the Pastor. The 

Church Worker was Mr. Ezekiel Govindarajoo. In 1992 the Full Membership was 

100. There were six Outreach Points. In 1994 the Full Membership was 106. A 

program “Raub Bible School“, attracted leaders from Raub, Cheroh and Lipis. 15 

took part in this, which aimed to train lay leaders. The Budu Estate Management 

gave a new building for worship in the estate. The main service continued in the 

Kuala Lipis Wesley Church. They had a huge arrears of – RM4,750 and wanted 

a review of the Conference Commitment Fund for Raub. They had about 

RM5,000 for their Van Project. In 1995 the Full Membership was 71. They had 

a Fund Raising Dinner which brought in RM10,000. 
 

In 1996 Rev. Jayabal David was the Pastor. In 1996 the Full Membership was 

61. Missions work among the Orang Asli was done in Sg. Kelang. The church 

van was beyond repair and they needed to buy a good van. The WSCS contributed 

RM1,000. An understanding with regards to the land demarcation was 

established. The parsonage was used as a church and was shared by the MGS 

Primary, TRAC church and TAC. In 1997 the Full Membership was 61. Rev. 

Barnabas Baskaran was the Pastor. The pastor went in the church van daily as 

early as 5 am to bring members to church and send them home. A chapel was 

built for the Orang Asli people and the TAC President, Rev. David Tharmakan, 

dedicated it. The earlier van was sold and a newer van bought. 3 non-Christians 

and 36 Orang Asli were baptized. The church applied to the Majlis for a separate 

entrance. They intended to construct a church by itself on their huge land instead 

of their present annex. 
 

Kuala Lipis Came Under Cheroh 

From 1998 to 2000, Rev. Elanko Kannan was the Pastor. In 1998 the Full 

Membership was 63. The D.S. came on second Sundays, to conduct the 

Communion Service and the LCEC meetings. The church established a Death 

Fund and thus the cemetery was regularly attended to. A new access road for the 

use of TMC Raub alone was constructed. The Government gave RM2,000.  

 

The ground in front was levelled and made ready for the new church building. 

There was a leadership crisis due to the sudden exodus of key LCEC members. 

In 1999 the Full Membership was 58. The members from the Kuala Lipis outreach 

were removed as they came separately under TMC Cheroh. Some leaders left 

looking for jobs. Finance was low as some members were not tithing. In 2000 

The Full Membership was 59.  



From 2001 to 2004 Rev. Moses Jayaseelan was the Pastor. In 2001 the Full 

Membership was 57. The Building Project was initiated and pledges received. 

Raub organised the First District Family Day Games Carnival and about 300 

adults and children participated. The TAC President attended the Closing 

Ceremony, together with Rev. Francis Sunderaraj the former pastor of Raub and 

Cheroh. In 2002 the Full Membership was 61. The Gethsemane Prayer Tower 

was dedicated. In 2003 the Full Membership was 68. A second hand van was 

purchased from TMC Kuantan. Many young people left for further studies or 

work elsewhere. In 2004 the Full Membership was 72. The Worship Service time 

was changed from 8 am to 9 am from August 2004. Five new families were added 

into the church. 
 

From 2005 to 2008 Rev. Samuel Periathamby was the Pastor. In 2005 the Full 

Membership was 66. Sunday Worship Service was changed back to 8 am. In 2006 

the Full Membership was 74.  27 people received baptism on 11 April 2006. In 

2007 the Full Membership was 83. In 2008 the Full Membership was 82. The 

Cell Group Ministry was held on Wednesdays and Thursdays in 6 different 

places. About 15 people were trained to lead in this ministry. From 2009 to 2010 

Rev. Timothy Krishnan was the Pastor. In 2009 the Full Membership was 88. 

A VBS was held with about 80 children, of which 80% were non-Christians. The 

church altar was renovated for RM5,000. The church finance had a surplus of 

RM7,154. In 2010 the Full Membership was 87. 
 

Children’s Ministry Touches Non-Christian Parents 

From February 2011 Rev. Jonathan Jesudas was the Pastor and he was assisted 

from March onwards by Mr. Joseph Ambrose, a ministerial candidate. The Full 

Membership was 86. Rev. Jonathan came once a month to preach, conduct the 

Holy Communion service and to chair the LCEC meetings. Mr. Joseph Ambrose 

was stationed in Raub and carried out all the church ministries. They received as 

donation items: A Yamaha P.A. system with speakers, a speaker stand, a rhythm 

guitar, a guitar amplifier and hymn books. They also received RM2,000 from 

Dato Ng Yen Yen, the Member of Parliament for Raub. In 2012 Rev. Joy 

Pandian was the Pastor. The Full Membership was 92. The Hindu children who 

came to the Church School sang songs and prayed for their parents at home. 
 

Building Construction Disrupts Church Programme 

From 2013 to 2018 Rev. Doraiseelan John was the resident Pastor for six years. 

In 2013 the Full Membership was 100. There was a lack of men’s participation 

in the church. In 2014 the Full Membership was 111. There was a change among 

the men and they gathered monthly in the homes for prayer. The LCEC prayed 

for 15 – 30 minutes before their meetings. Through the Social Concerns 

Committee, the floor of an Old Folk’s home was cleaned and the grass cleared. 

The building construction disrupted the normal programmes of the church. They 

used the facilities of the Orang Asal church in Raub. The church renovated the 

church/parsonage located at Jalan Cheroh at a cost of RM150,000. The church 

raised funds through a Dinner Project.  



The Conference gave them the 2014 Dedication Sunday Offertory and some 

money from the Development Fund. Work completed included the sanctuary, a 

hall for fellowship, a public toilet, a baptismal pool, an extensive corridor, a 

veranda and a concrete roof for the parsonage.  
 

Road Works around Church and Parsonage 

In 2015 the Full Membership was 116. The Dedication Service of the building 

was held on 26 April. The approach road was tarred. The church thanked Mr. 

Amarjeet the District Council Engineer who made this possible. Some extra funds 

were used to tar the road that goes to the parsonage. The wall around the canteen 

was erected by church members. The roof of the canteen was elevated to prevent 

leakage. The church financially supported Cheroh with RM500 from July. The 

church and parsonage renovation was completed on 26 April 2015 at a cost of 

RM250,000.  
 

In 2016 the Full Membership was 115. There was a seminar on “The Status of 

Gangsterism in the Indian Community” by ASP Jonathan. A “Mentor Mentee” 

program was conducted for the church school. In 2017 the Full Membership rose 

to 121. A garage was built for the school teachers with parking charges and a wall 

around the canteen. In 2018 there was a membership update and the non-attending 

members were visited and notified of their responsibility. Full Membership 

dropped to 103. The Prayer Tower was rededicated on 19 August 2018 by the 

TAC President Rev. Dennis Raj. The roof timbers of the parsonage were changed 

due to a termite attack. 
 

As of 2019, Rev. V. Vijaiadas is the Pastor. The Lay Leader is Mr. Pratahp and 

Mr. Kalaiselvan is the LCEC Chairperson. The Full Membership of the church is 

103. There is no Outreach nor Cell Groups. There are 12 members in the MYF 

and 24 in the MW. The newly formed MSF and MYAF have members as follows: 

MSF (34) and MYAF (16). There are 30 children and 4 teachers in the Church 

School.  

 

Conclusion: TMC Raub was part of a larger Circuit, which included Cheroh and 

Bentong. In 1985, Bentong became an Outreach of Mentakab. Cheroh became a 

Local Conference in 1990. Accordingly the Full Membership decreased. In 1989 

it was 175 and in 1990 it was 88. The church is in the process of consolidating 

their ministries. The fact that they have built the Agencies, especially in this year 

is an indication that they are serious about their effort to build their church. With 

God’s enabling power they can look ahead to brighter days of church growth for 

the glory of God.  

 

Sources 
 

Methodist Journals MAC, TPAC and TAC 

 

 

 

 



PASTORAL ROLL 

 

1938 – 1947     Rev. M. Thangamuthu 

1948     Rev. K.J. Timothy 

1952 – 1954    Rev. Thambidurai 

1955     Rev. Chelliah 

1956 – 1962     Rev. Samuel Ratnasamy 

1963 – 1965     Rev. John Abraham 

1966     Pastor Joseph Devasahayam 

1967     Rev. Francis Sunderaraj (8 months) 

1967     Rev. Joseph Devasahayam 

1968 – 1970     Rev. A. G. J. Rasanayagam 

1971     Mr Samuel Ratnasamy (briefly) 

1971 – 1972     Rev. Andar 

1973 – 1974     Rev. E. J. Thoraisingam  

1975 May – Dec   Mr. Stanley Sadagopan  

1976     Mr. Anthony Row 

1977      Pastor Jacob David 

1978 – 1984 June   Rev. Sunderaraj 

1984 July to Dec.   Rev. Samuel (six months) 

1985 – 1992     Rev. A.P. Daniel 

1992 Dec – 1995    Rev. C. Paul Arputharaj   

1996        Rev. Jeyabal David  

1997     Rev. Barnabas Baskaran 

1998 – 2000     Rev. Elanko Kannan 

2001 – 2004     Rev. Moses Jeyaseelan 

2005 – 2008     Rev. Samuel Periathamby 

2009 – 2010     Rev. Timothy Krishnan  

2011     Rev. Jonathan Jesudas 

2012      Rev. Joy Pandian 

2013 – 2018     Rev. Doraiseelan John 

2019     Rev. Vijaiadas Vedanayagam  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LAY LEADERS/LCEC CHAIRPERSONS  

         
Year Lay Leader LCEC Chairperson 

2005 - 2009 Mr. Gabriel Mr. Francis  

2010 - 2013 Mr. Manikam Mr. Francis  

2014 Mr. Manikam Rev. Doraiseelan John 

2015 Mr. Manikam Mr. Kalaiselvan 

2016 Mr. Thevasagayam Mr. Kalaiselvan 

2017 - 2019 Mr. Prathap Mr. Kalaiselvan 

 



 

 

JOHORE BAHRU  

 

Unclear Beginnings 

Up to the point of writing, there is no clear data as to when exactly the Tamil 

Methodist ministry in Johore Bahru began. Records show that during the early 

years the church growth was so slow that the DS thought of possible joint ministry 

with the Presbyterian Mission (MAC Journal 1952 January). The Tamil 

congregation was under Rev. George Stephens. He appealed for help from the 

Singapore churches to serve his local church as well as conduct religious work 

among the pupils of his school.   
 

Slow Beginnings in the 1950s 

In January 1953 it was reported that the church did not have a suitable place for 

worship service. The membership was small and there was a lack of interest in 

the work of the church. The Rev. V.A. Chelliah did what he could under 

distressing circumstances (DS Theodore Runyan). In 1957, Rev. Stephens, 

conducted Sunday worship services in his school – the Union English School. 

There were 22 Full Members. Rev. Stephens, a Full Member of the Annual 

Conference, requested for Location but was willing to serve as a supply pastor till 

a suitable pastor was appointed.  
 

Smallest Congregation with a Membership of 5 

In 1961, Mr. B.A. Thangaraj, a trained young man from the Ipoh Seminary, 

worked with Rev. Stephens. Wesley Seremban kindly provided his house rent for 

ten months. Rev. Rasanayagam was a willing worker but was greatly 

handicapped by lack of transport. Yet, by bus and on foot, he covered a wide 

circuit in Johore. (MAC Journal 1961 p. 50). In 1969 the District Superintendent 

reported Johore Bahru as the preaching centre without a local conference. The 

services were being held at the Johore Tutorial College till the end of October 

1969. The 1970 TPAC Journal, reported Johore Bahru as: “Smallest of all the 

congregations in this District with a membership of 6 adults and 12 children…” 

There was no WSCS, Sunday School, MYF or Official Board.” In 1971 the adult 

membership was five.  
 

Help from Singapore 

In 1972, regular Sunday services were conducted with the help of a layman Mr. 

Philip Jesudoss from the Short Street Church. Only on the 2nd Sunday of every 

month, did the pastor go to conduct Holy Communion Service. The Church paid 

Conference Commitments in full. In 1973, laymen from the Tamil church in 

Sembawang, Singapore, helped in conducting worship services. In 1974, under 

the leadership of the dedicated layman from Short Street Tamil church, Mr. Philip 

Jesudoss, the church made remarkable progress in attendance and stewardship. 

Some began to tithe. In 1975, the Full Membership increased from 10 to 14. 

Attendance at Sunday service varied from 20 to 25. Members began tithing and 

even children paid pledges from their pocket money.  

 



 

 

Mr. Philip Jesudoss gave pastoral help. Five days of evangelistic meetings were 

held with Evangelist Jeevananthan from India. In 1977, Rev. Prabhu Das Roberts 

of Singapore gave pastoral guidance and supervision. Singapore took this work 

as its outreach programme from 1976 – 1978. This arrangement could not 

continue due to an immigration policy concerning preachers.  
 

Johore Bahru Receives More Ministry Attention Locally 

In 1979, Brother Daniel and the District Superintendent made a few visits to this 

church. In consultation with Rev. Dorairaj of the Tamil Bible Institute, Johore 

Bahru, Miss Kirubah Samuel was requested to help with the church services. Mr. 

Solomon Abraham, a student from Trinity Theological College, Singapore, did 

his practical work and took charge of worship services. This however was not 

possible in 1980, due to his work load. Miss Kirubah continued to help with the 

church services. Rev. Noel conducted the Holy Communion Services.  
 

Help from Pastor in TMC Kluang  

Pastor AE Joseph, the Pastor at TMC Kluang, started his ministry from June 

1981. Worship services were held every Sunday in the Wesley Church. The pastor 

conducted one worship service a month and the lay people helped on the other 

Sundays. From July 1982, Pastor Solomon Abraham started his ministry. In 

1984, with the increase in church attendance and giving, the church was able to 

take Miss Kirubah Samuel as the Church Worker. The TAC WSCS gave a 

subsidy towards her allowance. Revival meetings by Brother Sadhu Chellapa 

were well attended and appreciated. The average church attendance in 1985 was 

13. Outreach work was done by Miss Kirubah in Masai, Pasir Gudang, J.K.R. 

Quarters and the Sungei Tiram Rubber Estate.  
 

Rev. Victor Vethamani, who was stationed in Kluang, took charge from 

January 1986. He conducted the worship service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays, 

while Kirubah the other two Sundays. Holy Communion Service was every 4th 

Sunday. Bible Study was started and held on Saturday nights in the home of Mr. 

& Mrs. Robert Andy. There was a church picnic and about 40 went to Kota Tinggi 

waterfalls on 8 April. A Combined Easter Sunrise Service with the Wesley and 

Chinese Methodist churches was held. For the first time an all-night prayer was 

held on 7 June. About 20 attended and found it very meaningful. The Tamil 

Settlement Musical Band conducted a meaningful musical service in February.  
 

First Time a Resident Pastor 

Rev. Emanuel Rajahser took charge from January 1987. He was also the pastor 

of the Kluang church. The worship services were held alternately on Fridays and 

Sundays. A choir was formed. Fasting and prayer was held every week on 

Thursdays. Due to poor response, the WSCS stopped meeting. At the outreach 

ministry in Pasir Gudang, services were held twice a month. In 1988, for the first 

time the church had a resident pastor, when Rev. Emanuel Rajahser was 

appointed the sole Pastor of Johore Bahru.  A man with a big vision, he brought 

a new sense of identity and confidence. He personally trained his members to do 

the various ministries.  
 



 

 

A New Rented Premise Saw Church Growth 

The Church moved to a new premise for their weekly worship service. This was 

made possible by a very generous donor. About 50 – 60 people attended services 

and the number was increasing. There were five cell-groups where weekly Bible 

Study and prayer sessions were conducted. The WSCS was revived with the 

assistance of Mrs. Jean Kovilpillai, the Conference WSCS President. About four 

families met at the Pasir Gudang Outreach. Four evangelistic meetings were held 

and there was good response from the members. The church experienced good 

numerical growth with an addition of 30 new members. There were also 17 

Affiliate Members and 40 Preparatory Members. However, as both the place of 

worship and parsonage were rented, a major part of the church income was spent 

on rental of properties. 
 

Reaching out to Pasir Gudang and Kulai 

In 1990, worship services were held on Sundays at 6.30 pm in a rented place. An 

average of 70 adults attended the worship service. Outreach ministries were held 

in Pasir Gudang and Kulai. The weekly service in Pasir Gudang was held on 

Fridays in the homes of members. There were about ten families. They met on 

Tuesdays as a Prayer Cell. The work in Kulai began this year. Worship services 

were held every Tuesday in the homes of members. The Full Membership grew 

from 78 to 126. The addition was mainly from transfers. The majority of the 

members were from the various Tamil Methodist Churches in the country. 

Attendance in the worship service was poor due to the nature of work of the 

members.  
 

The Church saw significant growth when Rev. Rajahser became the sole pastor 

of the church but was greatly affected by his transfer due to his ill health. Rev. 

Sadagopan, as the District Superintendent covered Johore Bahru from 

December 1991. Mr. David Rasahpandy, a seminary student, also helped from 

January 1992.  
 

Move to a shop-lot in Taman Perling 

In 1993 Rev. S. Duraisingam was appointed the Pastor. Under his able 

leadership, both the membership as well as the church attendance increased. 

About 80 – 90 people attended the worship service. The Church shifted to a shop-

lot in Taman Perling. This was the fifth time in the history of the church where 

the place of worship was changed. The church’s Full Membership was 116. In 

Saleng, a wooden chapel was constructed costing RM 3,000. The Church 

Building Fund reached RM 45,000. 
 

Finally a Place of Their Own 

In 1994, a double-storey corner shop-lot was purchased at a cost of RM 288,000. 

The church raised RM 68,000. TAC Churches gave soft loans totalling RM 

80,000. An AEC loan of RM 107,000 was taken. TAC adopted this Church 

Building as a Conference Project for the year.  
 

 

 



 

 

Rapid Expansion in Ministry and Growth in Membership 

In 1995 about 100 people attended the bi-lingual service every Sunday at 9.00 

am. The Full Membership was 138. The new church building was dedicated by 

Bishop Dr. Denis Dutton and declared open by the Conference President Rev. 

David Tharmakan on 4 December 1994. In 1996 an average of 120 people 

attended the worship service. The Full Membership was 169. The MYAF was 

officially formed on 11 February 1996. The Church paid a monthly instalment of 

RM 2,300 towards the AEC Building Loan. In 1997 about 120 – 150 people 

attended worship services. Full Membership stood at 179. There was a vision to 

organise a separate worship service for Saleng, Senai and Kulai from January 

1999. In 1998 the Full membership was 175.  The Church completed paying the 

AEC Building Loan of RM 100,000 and all the soft loans were also settled. The 

Church launched the Parsonage Building Fund which had RM 35,000. 
 

In 1999 the Full Membership stood at 181. There were two worship services – 

8.30 am in Skudai where 80 – 100 people attended and the other in Saleng at 10 

am where 40 – 50 people attended. Saleng had a Full Membership of 66, which 

made up 1/3 of the total church membership. The local Conference on 18 

September and the District Conference on 23 October unanimously 

recommended Saleng to be formed into a Local Conference from 1 January 2000. 

The Annual Conference unanimously accepted this proposal on 26 November 

1999. This however did not take place.  
 

Major Crisis with Resignation of Pastor 

The Local Church went through a major crisis due to the resignation of Rev. S. 

Duraisingam. The first six months of 2000 was a period of uncertainty. The Full 

Membership dropped from 181 to 48. A total of 134 members were removed 

by Local Conference Action. Rev. D.B. Laurence took charge and served as 

Pastor from 1 July 2000 till the end of the year. 
 

A New Pastor a New Beginning 

Rev. C. Paul was appointed Pastor from January 2001. Once again the church 

saw an increase in membership and church attendance. The Full Membership rose 

from 49 to 139. 11 members were added through Confession of Faith, 52 were 

transferred in and 29 came from other denominations. Ulu Tiram was now the 

church’s only Outreach with 35 Full Members. In 2002 the church’s Full 

Membership was 219. Church Worker Pattian assisted the Senior Pastor. Ulu 

Tiram’s Outreach membership was 53 and Kulai Outreach had 42 members. 

Tamil Methodist Church Kuantan financially supported the Ulu Tiram ministry 

and similarly the Tamil Methodist Church Kuala Lumpur supported Kulai. The 

Full Membership further grew to become 240 in 2003. The church organised a 

very successful “Fire Conference”. There were 240 participants from churches all 

over Malaysia. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Pastor’s Resignation Causes Another Crisis 

The local church suffered another crisis with the resignation of Rev. C. Paul, 

effective 31 August 2004. Rev. Victor Vethamani, while continuing as the 

Senior Pastor of the Kuala Lumpur church, was also appointed Pastor of Johore 

Bahru from 1 September 2004. He quickly reorganised the church and managed 

to arrange for a Local Church Conference on 4 October 2004. Pastor John 

Mathuni, who was stationed at Ulu Tiram and Mr. Edward Subramaniam, the 

local church lay leader played vital roles in keeping the members together and in 

the rebuilding of the church.  
 

A Motherly Care for a Hurting Church 

The remaining congregation took time to pray for healing. In this the Local 

Church appreciated the work of senior member Miss Harriet Sinnathamby. She 

was a tower of strength and supportive of the ministry during both crises periods. 

The Southern District moved that her significant contribution be recognised at the 

following Annual Conference Session.    
 

Decreased Membership Causes Financial Challenges 

Rev. Mark Subramanyam was the Pastor in charge in 2005. The average 

attendance in Skudai’s worship service was about 50. Full Membership at the end 

of 2004 was 104 and in June 2005 it was 116.  The financial position of the church 

was in a very bad state. The Conference sent RM 10,000 to help pay the pastor’s 

salary. Other commitments included paying the Supply Pastor, the rentals in Ulu 

Tiram and Kulai and the monthly loan for the van. The church had two outreach 

ministries in Kulai and Ulu Tiram. Apart from financial constraints, the church 

was also affected by divisions. In 2006, the average attendance was 70 in the 

Skudai worship service, about 25 at the Kulai Outreach and about 35 in Ulu 

Tiram. The Conference’s monthly subsidy, together with donations from the 

Tamil Methodist churches of Kuala Lumpur, Tamil Settlement, Sentul and 

Petaling Jaya, helped the church to partly settle the previous year’s outstanding 

payments. The church still had another RM 17,000 to settle. 
 

Slow but Steady Move towards Recovery 

Rev. Jonathan Jesudas took charge as Pastor in 2007. He had the assistance of 

Church Worker Solomon Thangaiah. The average attendance at Skudai was 80 

and there were always new comers to the worship service. The Full Membership 

in June 2007 was 122. The finance improved and the church managed without 

Conference subsidy. The church also settled the outstanding debt of RM 38,000. 

TMC Sentul and Petaling Jaya were appreciated for their financial support. The 

church launched a Parsonage Project – to buy a double storey house costing RM 

159,437.25. They raised RM 68,000. Rev. Dennis Raj took charge in 2008. The 

Full Membership was 222. This increase came about because 45 members from 

TAC and 24 from non TAC churches were transferred in. The church 

recommended Mr. Devarajah Balayah for fulltime ministry. The membership 

grew steadily and in June 2009 was 253.  
 

 

 



 

 

Ulu Tiram Outreach Grows 

Rev. Dennis Raj, the pastor in charge, left for the UK for his doctoral studies in 

October 2010. The formation of the Provisional MYF in Ulu Tiram marked the 

first stage of their effort to become a Local Conference. The parsonage building 

after much delay was now completed. Rev. Silvester Louis Martin became the 

next Pastor and served from 2011 to 2018. He was assisted by Pastor Salomon 

Thangaiah and Church Worker Mercy Rani. New Outreach work was started at 

the Gelang Patah area. A combined Thanksgiving and Confirmation Sunday was 

held after a break of nine years. A total of 270 members attended. Full 

Membership stood at 279. 

 

Full Membership further grew to 308 in 2012. Church worker Mr. Shanmugam 

helped until June 2013. Bible Study from the mother church was telecast live to 

Ulu Tiram and Kulai. Friday prayer was attended by about 40 people. The Anbin 

Peruvilla Christmas program was started to help the needy by giving school 

supplies and groceries. The first was in 2012 at Ulu Tiram, the second was in 

2015 at the Temenggong Flats, Kulai and the third was in 2017 at MYDIN Taman 

Pelangi, Johor. 
 

Giving Birth to TMC Ulu Tiram 

In 2013 through the Multimedia Ministry, they telecast all worship services, Bible 

study sessions and special services. 9 new converts were baptized. One couple, 

Pastor Joshua Subash & Miss Grace Anisha, committed for fulltime mission 

work. The Pulai Jaya two storey terrace house was sold for RM 185,000. The new 

parsonage was renovated for RM 55,000 and was dedicated by the Southern 

District Superintendent Rev. A. James Ravindaren on 14 July 2013. The church 

employed a fulltime Evangelist, Mr. Devasitham, who served from 2013 till 2018. 

Mr. & Mrs. Joshua Subash committed for fulltime mission ministry with MMM. 

Then the church launched Meetpar – their own Youtube TV Station. The CD 

Ariyanumeh was launched in 2014. It was the first song production of TMC JB. 

The Ulu Tiram Outreach became a Local Conference on 15 March 2014.  
 

In 2015 Mr. Kelvin Paul Raj (One Year Practical Student) assisted from June – 

December 2015. With the formation of Ulu Tiram into a Local Church, the 

membership stood at 227. The Gelang Patah Outreach was launched on 1 March 

2015. About 50 – 60 attended the worship service. A new PA system was 

purchased and the total revamp exercise cost about RM 24,000. At this time, Mr. 

Steven Vimal went as a ministerial student. There was a Nationwide Prayer Drive, 

the first was in 2016 when there were 8 members. In the second Drive in 2017, 

there were 7 members. The third Drive was in 2018 and it was to Putrajaya after 

the General Elections and there were 8 members. In 2017 The Full Membership 

on 1 January 2017 was 270.  A new ministry among the Orang Asli community 

was started at Kampung Orang Asal, Gelang Patah. This ministry is still under 

the TMC JB Mission Team. 
 

 



 

 

In 2018, Mr. Lourdinathan helped as part-time Local Church Evangelist. The 

church identified and accepted two local lay preachers and they were Mr. Gilbert 

and Mr. Jeevananthan. The Full Membership was 287 and on 31 December 2018 

it was 295. The church has ventured into a second Tuition Centre for poor children 

in Kangkar Pulai. A new 3 storey shop lot building was purchased for Kulai 

Outreach for the sum of RM 400,000. It is to be noted that Rev. Dr. Eddie 

Thoraisingam has helped in the ministry of the church since 2000. 
 

For 2019, Rev. Samuel Periathamby is appointed the pastor-in-charge. Mr. 

Vivegar is the Lay Leader and Mrs. Thiruselvi Thomson the LCEC Chairperson. 

The current Full Membership is 289. The membership in the Agencies is as 

follows: MYF (28), MYAF (40), MSF (26) and MW (28). There are 40 – 45 

children and 9 teachers in Skudai and 35 – 40 children and 9 teachers in Kulai. 
 

A new ministry has begun in Kangkar Pulai, as the church’s latest Preaching 

Point. Worship services are on Wednesdays and about 30 attend. Tuition is taught 

for about 25 children. New people continue to come. Two new Small Groups 

were started in Taman Tan Sri Yaacob & Kangkar Pulai. There are two 

Outreaches – in Kulai and Gelang Patah.  
 

Rev. Silvester first opted for Voluntary Location but resigned from the Methodist 

Church with effect from 10 February 2019. This came as a result of his transfer 

out of Johore Bahru. 13 members withdrew their membership.  
 

Conclusion: This local church has a long history of ups and downs. It had humble 

beginnings, and is the only Tamil church that had thoughts of a possible union 

with the Presbyterian Church. It experienced two major crises, with the 

resignations of Pastor S. Duraisingam and Pastor C. Paul. Johore Bahru being 

near Singapore has a constant flow of people seeking employment and settling in 

that vicinity. The church has more than survived the crises, she continues to grow. 

The Lord, who helped them through, would surely take them on to greater heights 

for the glory of His name. 

 

Sources: 
 

1. Methodist Journals – MAC, TPAC, TAC 

2. Feedback from Local Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PASTORAL ROLL 

 

1963 – 1965    George E. Stephens 

1968     Rev. Gunnar J. Teilmann  

1976 – 1977     Rev. Prabhu Das Roberts  

1978 – 1980 May   Rev. Noel Arputharaj  

1980 June – 1981    Dec Rev. A.E. Joseph 

1982 July – 1985    Rev. Solomon Abraham 

1986      Rev. Victor Vethamani 

1987 – 1992 March    Rev. Emanuel Rajahser  

1992 April – Dec   Rev. Stanley Sadagopan 

1993 – 1999     Rev. S. Duraisingam 

2000 July – Dec    Rev. D.B. Laurence  

2001 – 2004 Aug.     Rev. C. Paul  

2004 Sept – Dec     Rev. Victor Vethamani  

2005       Rev. Mark Subramanyam 

2006 – 2007      Rev. Jonathan Jesudas 

2008 – 2010     Rev. Dennis Raj 

2011 – 2018     Rev. Silvester Louis Martin 

2019      Rev. Samuel Periathamby 

 

 

LAY LEADERS/LCEC CHAIRPERSONS  

         
Year Lay Leader LCEC Chairperson 

2000   Pastor Isaac Nathan 

2001 - 2002 Pastor Devarajah Balaiyah Pastor Isaac Nathan 

2003 Pastor Devarajah Balaiyah Mr. Lazarus / Pastor C. Paul 

2003 Pastor Devarajah Balaiyah Pastor C. Paul 

2004 Mr. Edward Pastor C. Paul 

2005 Mr. Edward Pastor Mark 

2006 - 2007 Mr. Gilbert Pastor Jonathan 

2008 Mr. Gilbert Rev. Dennis Raj 

2009 Mr. Gilbert Mr. Edward 

2010 Mr. Jesudas Mr. Gilbert 

2011 - 2013 Mr. Jesudas 

Pastor Silvester Louis 

Martin 

2014 Mr. Jesudas Mr. Jesudas 

2015 - 2016 Mr. Jesudas 

Pastor Silvester Louis 

Martin 

2017 - 2018 Mr. Vivegar 

Pastor Silvester Louis 

Martin 

2019 Mr. Lourdinathan Mr. Geevanathan 

 



SUNGAI SIPUT 

 

The Earliest Records  

At the 30th Session of the Malaysia Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 

Church held in Singapore from 6 – 11 January 1922, Sungai Siput Tamil Church 

is mentioned in the Appointments Report with A. Devadason as the Supply 

Pastor. The Full Membership recorded then was 38. A Tamil School is also 

mentioned in Sungai Siput on page 29 of this Report. This is the earliest record 

up to date that we have. In 1949, the March MAC Journal’s Statistical Report 

mentions the Full Membership as 95. The activities of the Ipoh Church were often 

extended to Sungai Siput.  
 

Supply Pastors and Elders Bring Revival 

In 1952, the Full Membership was 76 as mentioned in the Statistical Report under 

Sungai Siput – Kuala Kangsar Tamil Circuit. No further information is available 

on the church. In 1953, the Pastor was Rev. A. P. Paul and the Full Membership 

was 40. In 1954, the Full Membership was 52. The Sungai Siput Circuit was under 

the Supply Pastors who were trained in the Tamil Preachers’ Seminary in Ipoh. 

In 1955, Rev. A.P. Paul resigned from the Conference in April and Rev. S.A. 

Andar, the Circuit Supply Pastor, took charge. His good work enabled the church 

to contribute $170 towards the Conference Benevolence. In 1956, the Church rose 

to new heights of accomplishment under the pastoral care of Rev. V.A. 

Subramaniam. The Church School and M.Y.F. were revived. There were weekly 

Sunday services instead of fortnightly.  
 

The Post-Independence Era 

From 1957 to 1959, Rev. S.R. Jebamoney was the Pastor.  In 1957, there were 

53 Full Members and 62 Preparatory Members. 11 children and 2 adults were 

baptized. They gave $180 for the Conference Benevolence. In 1958 the Full 

Membership was 46 and 37 in 1959. After 1922, there was a rise in membership 

and it reached 95 in 1949. Then it began to drop and finally in 1959, the 

membership was one less than what was recorded in 1922. It dropped from 38 

(1929) to 37 (1959).  
 

Ministry in Kati Estate, Kuala Kangsar and Lintang   

From 1960 to 1962, Rev. John Abraham, was the Pastor. He ministered as far 

as the Kati Estate and to the north to Kuala Kangsar, and also to Lintang, east of 

Sungei Siput. In 1961 the pastor conducted two Sunday services a month in 

Sungei Siput and spent another Sunday visiting the Kati Estate. In 1962, the Full 

Membership was 45. The Tamil church was small and weak and did not have a 

resident pastor. In 1963, Rev. K.J. Timothy was the Pastor. The Full membership 

was 39. In 1964, Rev. Eddie Joseph was the Pastor and the Full Membership 

was 31. In 1965 and 1966, Rev. S. Ratnasamy was the Pastor. In 1965 the Full 

Membership was 39. Attendance improved and a Woman’s Society was started.  

 

 



In 1966 the Full Membership was 36 and in 1967 it was 44. While waiting for a 

pastor to be supplied to Sg. Siput, pastors who served TMC Ipoh were given the 

added responsibility to give pastoral care for Sungai Siput as well. In 1968, Mr. 

B. A. Thangaraj (Local Preacher) was the pastor. 

 Expatriate Pastors’ Ministry  

From 1969 – July 1970, Rev. Francis Sunderaraj, a missionary from India was 

the Pastor of TMC Ipoh. He was also appointed as the Pastor of TMC Sg. Siput. 

From August 1970, he was on Study Leave. The DS reported, “At present no 

services are held at Sg. Siput, Kati Estate etc. Services will be revived in the new 

year.” From 1971 – 1975 Rev. Chellaraj Fenn, also from India, was covering 

Sg. Siput from Ipoh. In 1971, the church showed tremendous improvements. 

They had regular Sunday services. The worship services in Kati were in the 

evening. The renovated Sungai Siput church building was re-dedicated on 17 

September 1972 by the TPAC President, Rev. T.R. Doraisamy. The Full 

Membership was 34. In 1973, there was a Church School with three classes. Its 

enrolment was 35. The teachers of two classes were from the Ipoh Church, but 

after a Teachers’ Training conducted by Miss Joyce Parkins, a missionary from 

OMF, the teaching of these two classes was taken over by local MYFers.  
 

In 1974, the Full Membership was 44. There was a small but vibrant MYF, which 

hosted the 1974 Youth Institute in Sg. Siput from 15 to 19 April. Rev. Chellaraj 

Fenn was the Dean of this Institute. They purchased the school land adjoining the 

Church land for $ 11,000 with loans from the TPAC and Ipoh Church. In 1975 

the Full Membership was 33.  
 

From 1976 – 1977, Rev. James Solamadan was the Pastor. In 1977 Mr. C. 

Jayaraj, a ministerial student, was posted to Sg. Siput area from May 1977 till 

April 1978. The Ipoh Town Church youths conducted a two-day retreat in Kati 

Estate on 27 and 28 of May 1977.  
 

From 1978 to 1979, Rev. J. J. Ratnarajah from Sri Lanka was the Pastor-in-

charge. In 1978, the Full Membership was 43. The Church School had 3 teachers 

and 10 pupils. Worship services were held regularly in both Kati Estate and 

Sungai Siput. Communion Service by Rev. Ratnarajah was conducted monthly 

on the 1st Sundays in Sg. Siput and the 3rd Saturdays in Kati Estate. After the 

ministerial student Mr. Jayaraj, Pastor Stanley M. Sadagopan served as Supply 

Pastor. 
 

The Beginning of the Ministry of Local Pastors 

From 1980 to 1982, Rev. Jacob David was the Pastor-in-charge. The 

congregation met for worship on Sundays at 5pm. According to the pastor, the 

attendance was good. The laity conducted the worship on Sundays when the 

pastor could not be present. The Kati Estate service was conducted on Fridays. 

There were three Church Schools - one in Sg. Siput, one in Kati and one in Kota 

Tampan. ‘The Cross and the Switch Blade’ film was shown in Kati Estate. In  

 

 



1981 Mr. Peter Jebasekaran, a ministerial student, helped this congregation from 

May – August. The church was repaired for about RM3,000. Sg. Siput has a 

church building. The old school building was rented out to a person to run a 

private school. He cultivated the entire church land for his personal benefit. Kati 

Estate however was without a chapel and the Estate management was not willing 

to give a piece of land for this purpose.  

Attempts to get a land outside of the Estate also failed. In April 1982 the church 

was painted. The Full Membership was 42. The total giving of the church 

amounted to RM1,600. They paid the pastor only his travel allowance.  
 

From 1983 – 1984 Rev. A.E. Joseph was the Pastor. In 1983 about 20 converts 

(from Kati Estate, Batu Dua and Kg. Chepor) were baptised near Sauk by Rev. 

Jacob David and the arrangements were made by Rev. A. E. Joseph. The Full 

Membership of this circuit was 68 (Sg. Siput 27 and Kati Estate 41). From 1984 

onwards, the church was called Sungai Siput, Kati Estate and Kuala Kangsar 

Circuit. For the first time the church received a resident pastor in the person of 

Rev. David Paul Raj. He was posted on Assignment (MOT) and so Rev. A.E. 

Joseph was still the pastor-in-charge. This brought excitement, enthusiasm and a 

new awakening in the church. There was a Church School in Kati Estate with 40 

children. The new pastor reorganised the whole LCEC. Tithing was emphasized. 

With the appointment of a pastor, the church received a monthly subsidy of RM 

350 from the Conference towards the pastor’s salary and paid the other RM 30 

on its own.   
 

Beginning of Locally-Trained Pastors 

From August 1985 – 1988 Rev. David Paul Raj took pastoral charge. In 1985, 

with its own pastor, the church saw growth in many areas. Every Sunday, there 

were three services - Sg. Siput, Kuala Kangsar and Kati Estate. The outreach areas 

were Chenderoh, Batu Dua and Moly Estate. The pastor and members faced much 

opposition in the outreach areas. The church completed fencing the compound. 

In 1986 the Full Membership was 108. The pastor used two lay people in his 

outreach ministries: Mr. Paramanathan and Mr. Rajendran. Miss Lilly assisted in 

Kota Tampan. The pastor was keenly involved in the social ministry, mainly to 

drug addicts at Pusat Serenti. The pastor reported that four Sikhs had come to the 

Lord. The Church School ministry was reorganised and had about 60 children and 

6 teachers. CEEFI materials were used to teach the lessons. The teachers received 

training and Mrs. Hilda David, the pastor’s wife, gave good leadership. In 1987 

Sg. Siput /Kati/Kuala Kangsar Circuit had a Full Membership of 114. New 

ministries were started in Sg. Krudda Estate in early June and weekly meetings 

were held on Tuesdays at 6.30pm. The meetings were held in a home. Ministry 

in Beng Lee Estate was started in July. Kota Tampan ministry near Lenggong, 

was first started among children and was followed by home visitation. The Kati 

Estate urgently needed a place of worship. The District Office was approached 

but this was not successful because there was no land available. In 1988 the Full 

Membership was 115. A Charity Dinner was held on 7 May 1988 to raise funds 

for the Parsonage Building Project. Datuk Samy Vellu was the Guest of Honour. 

A sum of RM5,600 was raised through the dinner. 



Property Development and Land Matters 

The Parsonage was built on Lot. 176 and dedicated on Saturday 8 October 

1988 by the Conference President Rev. John Kovilpillai. The estimated cost was 

RM 25,000, but finally came up to RM 35,000. The church was thankful to Datuk 

Samy Vellu who gave RM25,000 from the government allocation under the Prime 

Minister’s Department. The Land Lot 176 was declared as a Joint Property. 

The church requested the Trustees to take action to restore it as the Tamil Church 

property. 
 

From 1989 – 1993, Rev. Devarakam John was the Pastor. Mr. David 

Rasahpandy served as the ministerial student. In 1989, the Full Membership 

was 106. In Kati Estate, a small chapel was built on government land, because 

the previously used building was demolished. The change of workers affected the 

church in every area. It was hoped that with a posting of a trained pastor, the 

situation would improve. In 1990, the Full Membership was 95. The membership 

in Kati Estate was decreasing due to transfers of its members. This affected the 

ministry. The neighbouring pastors helped to serve Holy Communion. In 1991, 

the Full Membership was 86 and in 1992 it was 113. The church bought a van. 

The church experienced a revival. The pastor worked hard and the church 

responded well and worked towards being self-supporting. In 1993, the Full 

Membership was 103. The church invested wisely to support the mission 

program, by planting durian, papaya, rambutan and banana trees. The idea was to 

give 50% of the income for missions. The chapel in Kati built on government 

land was demolished. However the estate management gave an alternate place for 

worship. On a sad note, the members in Kati were moving to other towns. But the 

church in Sg. Siput was active. There was a dispute in Sg. Siput regarding the 

Cemetery Land which the Property Committee looked into. 
 

In 1994, Rev. David Jeyapal was the Pastor. The Full Membership was 112. The 

DS reported that the church was affected by the transfer of the previous pastor, 

though Rev. Jeyapal put in much effort to serve God faithfully. Some key people 

had moved out of Kati to other places. There was also a ministry done among 

inmates of Pusat Serenti. The church received RM15,000 from the Government. 

There was a lack of leadership. Worship services in Sg. Siput was at 9 a.m. and 

in Kati Estate it was 1 p.m. In 1995, Rev. Joseph Komar was the Pastor-in-

charge with Pastor Doraiseelan John. Rev. Doraiseelan served here till 1999, first 

as Supply Pastor, then as Approved Supply Pastor and then as Ordained 

Approved Supply Pastor. The MYF was inactive for about a year. The church 

planned to build a new sanctuary costing RM 200,000 to seat about 250 people. 

A fund-raising dinner was organised on 4 March 1995. The honoured guests were 

Bishop Denis C. Dutton and Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu, Minister of Works. In his 

speech, Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu promised to donate ringgit for ringgit up to 

RM100, 000. From 1996 to 1997, Rev. David Rasahpandy, the pastor of 

Taiping, was the Pastor in charge of this Circuit. Pastor Doraiseelan John 

continued as Supply Pastor. In 1996, the Full membership was 93.  

 



The Church School met on Sundays at 8 a.m. and the attendance had dropped to 

30 regulars. The reason for the drop was the free tuition and computer classes that 

were being provided for Tamil children by a Tamil group at the same time in 

town. In 1997, the church launched into a major Church Renovation and 

Extension Project. This began as a project just to repair and renovate the existing 

sanctuary but when it was finally completed, they had practically built a new 

sanctuary. The total cost of the renovation and extension was RM34,696. The 

Building Fund had RM5,684 and RM6,500 was raised from church members. The 

rest came from Dato Seri S. Samy Vellu (a personal donation of RM5,000) and 

from friends and well-wishers. The building was extended by about 10 feet. A 

new ceiling was put up and bricks replaced the wooden walls. 
 

Membership Growth Brings Increase in Cell Groups 

From 1998 to 1999 Rev. Doraiseelan was the Pastor. In 1998, the Full 

Membership grew to 134. Cell Groups were conducted in 5 areas – Taman Tun 

Sambanthan, Jalong Camp, Foong Lee/Sg. Karuda, Sg. Siput Town and Kuala 

Kangsar. In 1999, the Full Membership rose to 144. There were 4 cell groups at: 

Taman Tun Sambanthan, Foong Lee/Sg. Karuda, Sg. Siput town and Kuala 

Kangsar. In 2000, Rev. Moses Jayaseelan was the Pastor. This church had 

established good contact with the community and worked with about 30 non-

Christians. They were strong in the area of evangelism. Full membership was 140. 

Bible study and prayers were held on Fridays and about 30-40 gathered for a time 

of study and prayer. The church had 3 cell groups in the past and due to leadership 

crisis it dropped to one. On 26 April 2000, the church formed its MYAF. They 

had 15 members. From 2001 to 2003, Rev. Barnabas Baskaran was the Pastor. 

In 2001, the Full Membership was 118. They had four Cell Groups in: Sg. Siput 

Town, Sg. Siput Taman, Kati and Kuala Kangsar. In 2002, the church was 

financially able to fulfil its commitments. In 2003 the church was painted and the 

PA system was upgraded.  
 

In 2004 Rev. Joseph Yesupatham was the Pastor-in-charge, followed by Rev. 

S. Jayabalan in 2005. The Full Membership was 137. Two Cell Groups 

functioned. Three Church Schools were conducted in three different places: Sg. 

Siput, Kati and Jerlun. The Outreach in Jerlun (later named as Kuala Kangsar 

Outreach), which was started this year, showed positive results. In 2006 Rev. 

D.B. Laurence, the pastor of Tamil Settlement Ipoh, was the Pastor-in-charge. 

About 60 people attended worship in Sg. Siput and 20 in Kuala Kangsar Outreach. 

In 2007 and 2008 Rev. Joseph Yesupatham, the pastor of TMC 

Kampar/Gopeng, was the Pastor-in-charge. In 2007, the Full Membership was 

148 and in 2008 it dropped to 139. The church identified Karai as a migrant 

mission field and looked for ways to build a ministry there. In 2009 Rev. Silvester 

Louis Martin, the Assistant Pastor of Tamil Settlement, was the Pastor-in-

charge. The Full Membership was 131. Cell Group meetings were held in 8 

places.  

 

 

 



Long Serving Resident Pastor 

From 2010 onwards, Rev. Isaac Nathan has been the Pastor here. In 2010, the 

Full Membership was 125. This number fluctuated and finally in 2018 it was 139. 

In 2010, the Annual Income was RM39,649.95 and Expenditure was 

RM34,716.80. They started a Youth Service, but after a few years, some youths 

went outstation for work and studies and the number attending this service 

dwindled. This Service was eventually discontinued. In 2011, the church 

improved in the area of giving and lay involvement in the ministry. They also 

made their presence felt in the community. In 2012, six Cell Groups were 

functioning. The Preaching Point at Batu Lima was growing well. The church 

purchased a new van – AHV 2013 for RM95,000 
 

In 2013 the Cell-Groups were held in seven places on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 

using Rev. Victor Vethamani’s Small Group materials. In 2014, the Full 

Membership was 106. The church went through a renovation project which 

caused much excitement among the members. Preaching points continued in 

Sauk, Kuala Kangsar, Salak and Batu Lima estate areas. In 2015, the Full 

Membership was 115. Four Healing and Deliverance Meetings brought many 

Hindus to the church. Two active Outreaches were in Batu Lima Estate and Salak 

Baru. Major renovation to their building helped the church to look forward to do 

other projects in the adjacent land. The parsonage needed repairs.  
 

In 2016 the Full Membership was 125. Cell Groups functioned in seven areas. 

Evangelistic and Healing Services were conducted and many unbelievers 

attended. In 2017, the Full Membership was 130. The cell groups met in Sg. SIput, 

Dovenby, Kuala Kangsar, Kati, Sauk, Batu Lima Estate and Klebang. They 

purchased another van, AKU 8518 for RM129,000. In 2018 the Full Membership 

was 139. Worship Services were as follows: (a) Sg. Siput 8 a.m., (b) Kuala 

Kangsar 7:30 p.m., (c) Batu Lima Estate 7:30 p.m., (d) Sauk 7:30 p.m. on 

Thursday (e) Grik 8 p.m. on Tuesdays. The Grik ministry was handed over to 

Rev. Rasahpandy in August 2018. The church installed 10 units of air 

conditioners in the sanctuary. They also bought a new van.  
 

In 2019 Rev. Isaac Nathan continues as the pastor here for the tenth year. Mr. 

Louis Arasamy is the Lay Leader and Mr. Richard Santana Dass is the LCEC 

Chairperson. The Full Membership is 136. The membership of the Agencies are 

as follows: MYF (10), MYAF (10), MW (14) and MSF (10). There are 22 

children and 3 teachers in the Sungai Siput Church School and 7 children and 1 

teacher in the Sauk Church School. The church has a total of 4 teachers. There 

are 8 Cell Groups in the following places: a) Sauk, b) Kati, c) Kuala Kangsar, d) 

Salak Baru, e) Sungai Siput, f) Batu Lima Estate, g) Dovenby and h) Klebang. 

The church has three Outreaches a) Kuala Kangsar, b) Sauk and c) Gerik. They 

have one Preaching Point in Batu Lima Estate. In April they purchased 26 new 

(Nyatok) wooden pews, 5 (Nyatok) wooden chairs for Pastors, 2 coffee tables and 

one Table for Holy Communion. The total cost was RM 77,000. In August they 

purchased a new Sound System (Behringer) 16 channel Powered Mixer and 4 

Behringer Speaker at a cost of RM 6,800. 
 



Conclusion: TMC Sungai Siput has a very long history but unfortunately at the 

point of writing, we are unable to say exactly how long. Our research shows the 

church to be more than 97 years old. In the early years, the pastoral care came 

from the pastors stationed in Ipoh Lahat Road, Ipoh Tamil Settlement and even 

Kampar/Gopeng. Though with limitations and challenges, the church reached out 

with the Gospel from Sungai Siput to the neighbouring towns as well as estates. 

The current situation is encouraging, with various forms of ministry. Hopefully 

all this would lead the church to share the love of Jesus Christ to more people, 

resulting in both church growth and glory for Jesus Christ.    

 

Sources 
 

1. Methodist Journals – Malaysia Conference, MAC, TPAC, TAC 

2. Rev. Isaac Nathan 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PASTORAL ROLL 

 

1921 – 1924    Pastor A Devadason  

1926 Dec. – 1929    Rev. J.D. Asirvatham  

1930 – 1931     Rev. James S Arthur 

1932      Pastor A. Paul Gnaniah  

1933     Pastor P.E. Ponniah  

1934      Pastor S Kovilpillai 

1937 – 1938    Pastor S. Kovilpillai  

1939 – 1940     Rev. S.K. Jebamoney  

1941     Pastor Comfort Raj 

1946     Pastor D. Vedamony  

1949 – 1950     Rev. S.R. Jebamoney  

1952     Rev. S. Sundararaj  

1953 – 1955 Apr    Rev. A.P. Paul  

1955 May     Rev. S. A. Andar  

1956      Rev. V.A Subramaniam  

1957 – 1959      Rev. S.R. Jebamoney    

1960 – 1962     Rev. John Abraham 

1963      Rev. K.J. Timothy  

1964     Rev. Eddie Joseph 

1965 – 1966     Rev. Ratnasamy  

1967     To be supplied 

1968      Mr. B.A. Thangaraj 

1969 – 1970     Rev. Francis Sunderaraj  

1971 – 1975     Rev. Chellaraj Fenn 

1976 – 1977     Rev. James Solamadan  

1978 – 1979     Rev. J.J. Ratnarajah 

1980 – 1982     Rev. Jacob David 

1983 – 1984     Rev. A.E. Joseph 

1985 – 1988      Rev. David Paul Raj (Aug. – Dec. 1988) 

1989 – 1993     Rev. Devarakam John (Herbert) 

1994      Rev. T. Jeyabal David 

1995     Rev. Joseph Komar 

1996 – 1997     Rev. David Rasahpandy 

1998 – 1999    Rev. Doraiseelan John 

2000      Rev. Moses Jayaseelan  

2001 – 2003     Rev. Barnabas Baskaran  

2004      Rev. Joseph Yesupatham 

2005      Rev. S. Jayabalan 

2006      Rev. D.B. Laurence 

2007 - 2008    Rev. Joseph Yesupatham 

2009      Rev. Silvester Louis Martin 

2010 onwards     Rev. Isaac Nathan 

 



LAY LEADERS/LCEC CHAIRPERSONS  

 

Year Lay Leader LCEC Chairperson 

2001 - 2002 Mr. Richard Subramaniam Mr. Rajendran 

2003 Mr.Rajendran Mr. Abraham Lincoln 

2004 - 2006 N/A N/A 

2007 Mr. Richard Subramaniam Mr. Lourdinathan 

2008 Mr. Lourdinathan Mr. Rajendran 

2009 - 2010 Mr. Louis Arasamy Mr. Rajendran 

2011 Mr. Louis Arasamy Rev. Isaac Nathan Jayaseelan 

2012 - 2013 Mr. Louis Arasamy Mr. Sujendran 

2014 - 2015 Mr. Louis Arasamy Mr. Richard Santanadass 

2016 - 2017 Mr. Santanadass Mrs. Angelina Moorthy 

2018 - 2019 Mr. Louis Arasamy Mr. Richard Santanadass 

 



TAIPING 

The Early Years 

Rev. Samuel Abraham from TMC Kuala Lumpur (1900 to 1916) and Rev. 

Edward Isaac from TMC Ipoh (1911 to 1917) travelled to conduct worship 

services in Taiping. In 1905, Rev. Horley got a piece of land along Jalan 

Panggung Wayang from the British Government. A wooden building with an 

attap roof was built here for worship services. The Tamils met at 8.00 am, the 

Chinese met at 11.00 am and the Wesley service was at 5.30 pm. In 1930 Rev. 

Job Gnanasihamony was involved in the Tamil Outreach work in Taiping. He 

was followed by Rev. Milton David, Rev. Joseph Kingham, Rev. Ratnasamy 

and Rev. S.M. Rajamoney. The change of the state capital of Perak from Taiping 

to Ipoh in 1937 affected the local church. As the Government Officials moved to 

Ipoh, so did many church leaders.   
 

The Second World War Years 
 

During the Japanese occupation from 1940 – 1942, the church building was 

occupied by the Japanese Army. All the church pews were taken and scattered all 

around Taiping town. Rev. N.G. Manickam together with Mr. G.D. Richard 

collected these pews one by one, carrying them on their shoulders. Although 

beaten by the Japanese soldiers they managed to salvage some of these pews.  
 

Rev. N.G. Manickam pioneered outreach work in the Pondok Tanjong and 

Selamat Estates. He asked the managers in these two estates for a piece of land to 

build chapels. His request was granted and two chapels were built with the help 

of donations received. During this period there were only 9 families in the Taiping 

church namely Rev. N.G. Manickam, G.D. Richard, J.B. Manuel, Kulanayagam, 

Mrs. Kingham, Chelliah, Thambipillai, Benjamin and Edward Dawson.  
 

Strong Lay Input 

The Sunday service was at 9.00 am. The first MYF President was Mr. Peter 

Johnson Richard. When the name Methodist Episcopal Church was changed to 

Wesley Methodist Church the Tamil congregation objected. Rev. N.G. Manickam 

with Mr. G.D. Richard, Mr. Aria Ratnam and Mr. J. B. Manuel approached the 

Bishop on this matter. The Bishop acted on it and the original name was 

reinstated. Mr. J.D. Rajaram, Dr. J.W.G. Kovilpillai and Miss Flora Knight 

helped with the ministry in the estates. Tamil and tailoring classes were also held. 

Mr. A. Wilson conducted the Sunday school and taught songs in the two chapels 

on alternate Sundays. Mr. A. Wilson managed to get two big church bells from 

the Norwegian Christian members through Dr. Alf Oden Hansen, a missionary 

doctor. In 1956, TMC Taiping was moved from the Perak District to the Northern 

Malaya District.  
 

Acquiring Land at Jalan Tembusu 

The All Saints Anglican Church Taiping had a piece of land designated as a 

dwelling place for the propagation of the gospel. This was at 14 Jalan Tembusu 

on which stood an old parsonage.  



In 1979 when the land came up for sale, the then TAC President Rev. John 

Kovilpillai and Mr. E.V. Nesaratnam, the Chairman Board on Finance pursued  

this  matter  and in 1984  the property was purchased.  
 

Hosting the Third TAC Youth Institute 

From 1977 to 1979 Rev. Jacob David was the Pastor. In 1978 there was one 

Church School in Taiping, with 18 students and 1 teacher and another in the estate 

with 35 students. The MYF had 20 members and the WSCS 16 members. Prison 

ministry was carried out too. In 1979, the local MYF under the able leadership of 

Miss Susan Ebenezer, hosted the 3rd Conference Youth Institute from 2 - 6 April. 

This was held at the Treacher Methodist Girls’ School Taiping. The Conference 

Youth Director Rev. David Tharmakan wrote in the Souvenir Program, “Taiping 

hosted the very first Youth Institute in the year 1964…” 
 

Consolidating Ministry 

From January to May 1980 Miss Saraswathy Suppiah, the Conference Field 

Worker, was appointed to take charge. Mr John Millason was appointed next 

from June 1980 and he served till May 1981.  The frequent change of pastors 

caused a lot of unhappiness in Taiping. The Full Membership was 112. The 

Worship Services were held in Taiping (Sundays) at 9.30am, in  Selamat Estate 

(Sundays) at 4.00pm and Pondok Tanjong Estate (Fridays) at 4.00pm. Rev. N.G. 

Manickam who had retired helped in administering the Holy Communion. The 

church spent RM 600 for a bus to bring the children to Church School and another 

RM 120 a month on rental for the parsonage. Mr. Jayakumar Velayuthan came 

forward as a candidate for Full-time Ministry. Pastor Denison J. Jayaratnam 

took charge of the church from June 1981. The Worship Service day and time at 

Pondok Tanjong was changed to Tuesdays at 7.30pm. A new Church School in 

TRP Estate was started as an outreach work of Selamat Estate. Prayer Fellowship 

was started in Pokok Asam by Mr. P.P. Abraham. A new typewriter costing about 

RM 1,600/- was donated in memory of Rev. & Mrs. N. G. Manickam. About RM 

3,200/- was spent to equip the church office. A Mini Van was purchased at a cost 

of RM 12,136.50. Although about RM 8,982.35 was by loans, a rubber tapper 

earning just RM 200 a month, gave her gold jewellery valued at RM 2,650, 

towards this purchase. The members pledged their one month’s salary for this 

project. The parsonage was a rented house. 
 

In 1982 there were 8 conversions. A Boys’ Home ministry was started and carried 

out by Mr. Joseph Benjamin, Mr. Tommy and Mr. Simon Kumar. The Welfare 

Home meetings were conducted by Miss Grace Malar and Mrs. Rose Dennison. 

There were special meetings with the following speakers: Sis. Amirthabai (India), 

Rev. Devadass Ratnam, Rev. Gabriel Jabanathan and Rev. Roy Durban 

(England).      

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Rev. Simon Chandran was appointed the Pastor in January 1983 and he served 

till 30 September 1987. Both the church attendance and giving increased 

considerably. In 1984 the Full Membership was 127. The church became self- 

supporting.  



A number of Cell Groups were initiated. About 25 to 30 prisoners attended the 

meetings that were held in the Taiping Prison. The response was also encouraging 

at the meetings held in Parit Buntar. As such, the LCEC requested the Annual 

Conference to hand over the Parit Buntar parsonage to the Taiping Church.  
 

In 1985, the Full Membership was 124. Six families were baptised and added to 

the church. In 1986 the Full Membership was 146. Mr. John Kanniah, a Church 

Worker assisted the pastor. Worship services were held in Nibong Tebal as well 

with good attendance. The outreach work was strengthened with the appointment 

of Mr. John Kanniah. Due to leadership problems, no elections were held for the 

MYF for 1986/87. 
 

Pastor’s Resignation Adversely Affects the Church 

In 1987, the Full Membership was 131. There were four Outreach Points – 

Pondok Tanjong, Trong, Nibong Tebal and Parit Buntar. There were 30 children 

and 4 teachers in the Church School. On 21 July 1987, the two Outreach areas 

of Parit Buntar/ Nibong Tebal were declared a local church by Rev. John 

Kovilpillai, the TAC President. The church received RM 250 as subsidy from the 

Annual Conference for the Church Worker stationed in Parit Buntar/ Nibong 

Tebal. During this period there was growth in number and finance. Unfortunately, 

Pastor Simon Chandran tendered his resignation from the Conference with 

effect from 1 October 1987. His resignation affected the church very much as 

many members chose to leave the church and follow him. 
 

In 1988, Rev. M.G. Thana Raj was appointed the Pastor. The Sunday worship 

time was changed from 10 am to 6.00 pm with effect from 1 September 1988. 

This was at the request of the Wesley Church. About 30 people attended the 

service. A Monthly Newsletter was produced to keep in touch with the members 

and friends. There were two outreach areas – Trong and Pondok Tanjong. The 

WSCS and Church School did not function for a year. The Finance: Total income 

for 1988 was RM 28,182. 12 and the Total expenditure was RM 25, 898. 56.  
 

Church Experiences Reconciliation 

From 1989 to 1993 Rev. C. Jayaraj served as the Pastor. In 1989 the Full 

Membership was 88. The Church School, MYF and WSCS were re-established. 

There was a slow but steady growth in attendance, participation and fellowship. 

The Prayer Cell met regularly. Healing slowly took place. The Pastor was in 

charge of two churches - Taiping & Nibong Tebal.  
 

In 1990 the Full Membership was 97. Cell Group ministry was introduced. Rev. 

Jayaraj brought reconciliation to the church. Though some youths met together in 

1991, there was no formal MYF. The WSCS hesitated official formation to avoid 

paying dues. Though the estate ministry was affected due to industrialisation and 

migration to towns, the church continued to show concern for the Tamils in the 

estates. Worship services continued to be held in Selamat estate and Pondok 

Tanjung chapels. Church School classes were held in Taiping and in the home of 

a church member in Trong. Church family camps were held in Cameron 

Highlands and Lumut.  



From 1992, Tamil Methodist Church Taiping was placed under the Perak 

District. In 1993 the prayer ministry was intensified with All-Night, Saturday 

morning and Chain prayers. The Pastor also sent a Monthly Newsletter to the 

members. There was a vibrant group of leaders who helped mobilise the 

ministries during this time-Mr & Mrs Manickavasagam, Mr & Mrs Jayabalan, Mr 

& Mrs Paul Durai, Mr & Mrs John Seeni, Mrs. Shanti Chandran, Mrs Janu 

Charles, Mr.Arthur Sundram and several others. 
 

In 1994 Rev. John Kovilpillai was appointed the Pastor. The Full Membership 

was 81. Sunday Service was at 6.30 pm. Church school ministries were held in 

Taiping, Selamat Estate and Trong. MYF met under the guidance of an adult 

counsellor. The WSCS met occasionally. The Estate Outreach was affected 

because the people were constantly moving out. 
  
New Church Building 

From 1995 to 2001 Rev. David Rasahpandy was the Pastor. In 1995, the Sunday 

Worship had an average attendance of 30. There were three outreach areas under 

“Selamat Ministry” – Selamat Estate, Temerloh Estate and Trong. There were 

two Church schools, one in Taiping and another in Temerloh Estate. In 1996, 

there were three Cell groups in three different areas on three different days. The 

church raised RM 10,000 to develop the Jalan Tembusu land.  In 1997 Area 

Fellowships were conducted weekly- on Mondays in Simpang and Fridays in 

Kamunting. The Building Fund stood at RM 57, 000. The church struggled with 

finance. The churches in the Perak District contributed RM2,000 to help pay the 

Conference dues. In 1998, there was one cell group in Kamunting.  Outreach work 

was done in Selamat Estate, Pondok Tanjong Estate and Trong. The Building 

Fund stood at RM 112,000. In 1999 the Full Membership was 104. The Building 

Fund stood at RM180,000. The Ground Breaking Ceremony for the New 

Church Building was held on 30 May 1999. The Corner Stone was laid by the 

Perak DS, Rev. Hendry Ponniah. The first Sunday worship service was held on 

20 August 2000 at 9.00am. The Dedication of the sanctuary cum parsonage by 

Bishop Dr. Peter Chio Sing Ching, was held on Sunday, 8 October 2000 at 

5.00pm. Until 13 August 2000, the worship service was held in the Wesley 

sanctuary at 5.30 p.m. From 20 August 2000, the service was held at 9.00am in 

the newly built church building. Average attendance was 60 adults and 20 

children. The Full Membership was 112.The MYF was revived and the youths 

helped the pastor in the outreach ministries. The MW was formally organised on 

18 August 2000. The MYAF was also formed. 
 

In 2002 Rev. P. Sandireaseheran was appointed as the Pastor and he was 

assisted by Pastor Reuben Kanagalingam. The Worship service time was changed 

to 9.15 a.m. The finance was a challenge at this time - the Income was 

RM18,763.80 and Expenditure was RM20,695.27. In 2003, Rev. James 

Ravindaren was the Pastor and was assisted by Mr. John Simson (ministerial 

student on one year practical break). The church upgraded the parsonage. The 

Church Finance improved. Only a few leaders came forward to serve.  



In 2004 Rev. Joseph Yesupatham was the Pastor. There was a Bible Study & 

Prayer on Fridays at 8.00pm. The Church School was inactive. Six people 

accepted Christ. There was Migrant Ministry conducted in Pondok Tanjong 
 

Lack of Finance Hinders Ministry 

From 2005 to 2006, Rev. S. Jayabalan was the Pastor. Selamat Estate worship 

was restarted. Bible Study was conducted in the homes. Four attended Saturday 

morning prayers. Church School was restarted with 6 children. There was a 

shortage of teachers. The MW met for prayer on Sundays. The Christian 

Education Committee set up the Library and the Wesley Church donated 46 

books. Provisions were given for the Indian Migrant Workers. New outreach 

work was started in Bagan Serai. Selamat Estate work was restarted. The church 

had a huge debt but managed to bring it down to about RM 11,000.00. TMC 

Tamil Settlement helped to repay the AEC loan. The Conference Commitment 

was also in arrears. In 2006, the Church School lacked suitable material for 

teaching. Welfare work and educational talks were done. There was scope for 

evangelism in the estates surrounding Bagan Serai and Parit Buntar.  
 

Ministering to the National Service Campers 

From 2007 to 2009 Rev. John Mathuni was the Pastor. In 2007, the Full 

Membership was 96.The church ministered to the Christians in the National 

Service Camp located in Selama. Members accompanied the Pastor when he went 

for this ministry once a month. There was an increase in giving. Though the AEC 

loan was settled with the help of TMC Tamil Settlement, the TAC Commitment 

Fund was still in arrears. In 2008 the Full Membership was 100. The increase of 

10 members was mainly through transfers. Finance continued to be a challenge. 

In 2009 the Full Membership was 104. Selamat Estate ministry continued 

although many members had moved away from there. Tuition in Kampong Aman 

attracted 30 children. VBS was held. The MW trained their capable women to be 

preachers. The MSF was officially formed.  
 

Celebrating 60 Years of Being a Church 

In 2010, Rev. D. B. Laurence was the Pastor. The Full Membership was 89. 

Finance improved. Outreach work continued in Selama and Selamat estates. Cell 

Group, Fasting & Prayer and Music Class ministries were carried out. From 2011 

to 2012 Rev. Seenivasagam David was the Pastor.  
 

In 2011, the pastor was assisted by Student Pastor, Mr. Jerad Tamilselvam and 

Church Worker, Mr. Louis Martin. Full Membership was 88. There was one Cell 

Group and prayer ministry every Friday. They organized a Banana Leaf Dinner 

and raised RM 15,700 for the purchase of a van. In 2012, the Full Membership 

was 93. The church celebrated their 60th anniversary.  
 

Dealing with a Spirit of Retirement 

In 2013 and 2014 Church Worker Solomon Thangaiah was the pastor. In 2013, 

there was an addition of 7 members through transfers from other TAC churches. 

Most young people left to study or work in bigger towns.  
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